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1. A Call to a Life of Holiness: “Gaudete et Exsultate”
•

•

•

•
•

Sanctity and apostolate are the two sides of the same coin in Pallottine
spirituality; the equilibrium attained only through the imitation of
Christ.
Pallotti recalls: “Out of love of our Lord Jesus Christ we must keep
together the life of prayer and the life of the apostolate, for the greater
glory of God and the salvation of souls” (OOCC III, p. 54).
“No one should engage in the ministry unless he is maturely practising
the Christ-life himself. Only then can he be effective in teaching this to
others” (OOCC III, p. 54).
A Christian of every state of life should identify one’s mission to be a
path to holiness.
Holiness is nothing other than charity lived to the full, in union with and
perfect imitation of Christ.

•

Pope Francis says :“....We are all called to
be holy by living our lives with love and
by bearing witness in everything we do,
wherever we find ourselves. Are you
called to the consecrated life? Be holy by
living out your commitment with joy. Are
you married? Be holy by loving and
caring for your husband or wife, as Christ
does for the Church. Do you work for a
living? Be holy by labouring with
integrity and skill in the service of your
brothers and sisters. Are you a parent or
grandparent? Be holy by patiently
teaching the little ones how to follow
Jesus......Let the grace of your baptism
bear fruit in a path of holiness” (Gaudete
et Exsultate, 14-15).

2. UAC as a Treasure Hidden in a Field
• Every member of the Union is commissioned to promote
the Union of the Catholic Apostolate.
• It is a treasure given to us through
our Founder, and it shall be
propagated.
• UAC is the identity card
of the Pallottines in
the Church.

Pope Francis addressing the Pallottines said
that, “The Union of the Catholic Apostolate,
the bearer of the charism of Saint Vincent
Pallotti, offers so many opportunities and
opens new horizons for participation in the
mission of the Church. For this reason, it is
called to operate with renewed vigour to
reawaken faith and rekindle charity, especially
among the most vulnerable segments of the
population, that are spiritually and materially
poor”

• This gift of UAC should be considered with pride and
joy and we should do everything possible to realise
this dream of our Founder.
• We gratefully thank those who dedicatedly live and
communicate the spirituality and Charism of St.
Vincent Pallotti.
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“The members of the Union, animated by the charism of
St.Vincent Pallotti consciously commit themselves to the
universal apostolate of the Church in every place, with all
appropriate means and in collaboration with all people of good
will…” (GS, Art. 25).

• The UAC is a
-“communion of all the faithful in the
Church”.
-way of being Church
-a way of living our Christian life.
The beauty and uniqueness of the Union is its
‘unity in diversity’ and everyone shares equal
dignity and responsibility as members.

“The equal dignity of the members of the Union is
founded on their common likeness to the Creator and
on the common priesthood of the People of God. This
is expressed in a plurality of vocations to the life of the
lay faithful, to consecrated life and to the ordained
ministry which are all so interrelated that each helps
the other to be solicitous for continuous growth and to
offer its own specific service” (GS, Art. 7).

2.2 The Joyful Responsibility of the Communities
Founded by Pallotti
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Fr. Hubert Socha SAC enumerates some of the tasks of
the members of the Core Communities:

• Spiritual accompaniment
and support in
apostolate for the
members and
collaborators;
• Working together in a
spirit of equality.
• Keeping all united within
the Union

2.3. Ecclesiastical Assistant:
Guarantor of Fidelity to Charism
“The Rector General of the Society of the
Catholic Apostolate is, a) in direct succession
from the Founder, St. Vincent Pallotti, guarantor
of faithfulness to the Pallottine charism” (GS, Art.
5); b) “…ipso iure, the Ecclesiastical Assistant of
the Union” (GS, Art. 11); “….nominates a person
who, in close collaboration with him and the
National Coordination Council, has responsibility
for ensuring the initial and on-going Pallottine
formation of the members of the Union in that
territory” (GS, Art. 11).

• The implications of the role and responsibilities of the Ecclesiastical
Assistant are matters to be taken seriously.
• To some extent there exists a certain vacuum of authority in this
Association.
• A lose global Association will face many realistic dangers especially in the
areas of unity among members, misinterpretation of charism, relational and
financial abuses, interferences among the components of the Union, etc.
• The guarantor of charism certainly has many such concerns. He, together
with all the members of the Union, must be constantly watching out for
tendencies and attitudes that can deviate us from the true spirit of our
charism.

The special responsibility for the charism of Pallotti, at the
universal level, falls to the General Superiors of the core
communities. They fulfil this mainly by:
1. Being in agreement among themselves in all matters
which affect the Union;
2. Exercising their office in such a way that the
communities entrusted to them are actually capable of
“guaranteeing the unity and apostolic efficiency of the
total Union” (cf. GS, Art. 35 par. 2);
3. Collaborating in the General Coordination Council and
in the General Assembly for the well-being of the Union
(cf. GS, Art. 78-80a, 91-92a).

In the spirit of the invitation of Vatican II to
“hold in honour the founders’ spirit and special
aims” (PC, 2b), the General Statutes, however,
confirm that the Rector General of the Society of
the Catholic Apostolate has a special
responsibility for the spiritual heritage of the
Pallottine foundation. The Statutes summarize
the responsibilities, which Pallotti attached to
the term “Rettore nato”, by characterising the
Rector General as the “guarantor of
faithfulness to the Pallottine charism” and
justifying this further by the fact that he “in an
unbroken line” succeeds the founder of the
Union.
(GS, Art. 5; see also Art. 11 par. 1).

• As guarantor the Rector General is to maintain and foster both the
form and expressive power/luminosity of the Union that Pallotti
wanted in that he
a) imitates Jesus and the Queen of Apostles in their loving
care for the salvation of all people (OOCC I, 20 and 22);
b) strengthens the fundamental unity of the Union and its bond
with the shepherds of the Church (OOCC I, 56);
c) informs himself and lets himself be informed of the
worldwide state of the Union and initiates the measures
necessary for its well-being (OOCC I, 56-57);
d) endeavours to ensure that the General Coordination Council
and the General Assembly effectively fulfil their tasks (cf.
OOCC I, 19-20; GS, Art. 83c).

• The spirit of the Union is communion and
collaboration.
• A big association like the Union needs to have
very effective leadership and that has to be
realized according to the General Statutes.
What is required is a collaborative leadership.
• As a Guarantor of the Pallottine charism, it is
the responsibility of the Rector General, to
ensure that we are moving in the right

2.4. The Pivotal Role of Formation of the
Members
• The most important challenge before the entire
Union is to provide a deep human, Christian and
Pallottine formation to the members.
• We need the basic guidelines for such a
formation, a unique and specific formation
model well-prepared and mature formators to
realize such a goal.
• The Cenacle, as envisaged by Pallotti, can
become an inspiration and model for the
formation of the members of the Union.

Some of the statements on formation from the
General Statutes:
“The nature of the life and the apostolate of the Union require
comprehensive initial and on-going formation for all the members
because they participate in the mission of Jesus in the Church and in
the world” (GS, Art. 41).
“The General Coordination Council establishes the fundamental
common principles of formation for the entire Union, establishes
guide-lines for it and defines its objectives” (GS, Art. 44).

• “Each member, in order to live fully
their vocation in the Union and to
better serve the Church and all of
humanity, is responsible for personal
formation…” (GS, Art. 42)
• “The task of providing initial and ongoing formation for its own members
lies primarily with the communities of
the Union” (GS, Art. 43).

“The National Coordination Councils
are entrusted with the following
responsibilities for formation, within
their area of jurisdiction: the
implementation of the fundamental
principles of formation established by
the General Coordination Council…”
(GS, Art. 45).

• The members of the Union, in order to deepen and preserve
communion with God and with each other in following Jesus
Christ as St. Vincent Pallotti did:
a)study, meditate on and share Sacred Scripture as their
source of inspiration;
b) make the celebration of the Eucharist the centre of their
lives;
c) are assiduous in personal and community prayer;
d) share reciprocally their experiences of life and of faith;
e) live forgiveness and reconciliation as a pathway to
permanent conversion (GS, Art. 23).

“The specific spirituality of the Union is the following of
Christ, Apostle of the Eternal Father. In faith and in charity
the members of the Union are determined to remain united
with the crucified and risen Christ ever present among
them (cf. Mt. 18, 20); they strive to imitate his love for the
Father and for all persons, seeking to live his life-style and
apostolate as perfectly as possible.
(GS, Art. 19).

“The members of the Union in communion with Mary,
Queen of Apostles, commit themselves to prepare
the way to Christ in the hearts of persons. Like the
Apostles in the Cenacle they unite with her in prayer
asking for the strength of the Holy Spirit (cf. Acts.
1:13-14), to enable them to receive and to give the
love that renews all things”.
(GS, Art. 20)

• Jesus, Apostle of the Eternal Father, is the divine
model of perfection and the only rule for our lives
and apostolate.
• The unique characteristic of the formation in the
Union can be found in the Cenacle, as envisaged
by our holy Founder.
• Pallotti remains the inspiration and spiritual
guide throughout this spiritual process.

2.5. Missionary Commitment:
Go Forth to the Peripheries

“The Union of Catholic Apostolate participates in
the mission of the Church to reawaken faith and
an awareness of the vocation to the apostolate, to
rekindle charity among all the members of the
People of God, so that they be ever more united
in a commitment to spread charity…”
(GS, Art. 12).

• The Statutes describe the scope of the apostolic
and missionary opportunities with the
collaboration of people of good will . Examples
for this being the common projects of charity
undertaken by various National Coordination
Councils like Poland and Australia.
• Minimising our union to just meetings,
conferences etc. makes people feel frustrated and
meaningless but should offer themselves ample
time for challenging and concrete apostolic tasks.

• The activities of Union in India are remarkable with
its great sense of collaboration involved in the
corporeal and spiritual acts of mercy.
• Common search for Almighty, desiring genuine
welfare of all, beyond barriers of caste, culture,
language and religion -as the unique gifts of the Union
in India.

3. Towards Effective and Fruitful Future
• The Union which is the fruit of a spiritual journey of St.
Vincent Pallotti should have the experience of the God of
infinite love and mercy which shall be the aim and the
starting point of its life. It should be a journey with the
master rooted in the Paschal Mystery where God being the
source and foundation.
• A deep understanding and experience of the spirituality of St.
Vincent should should be an integral part of the formation
plan along with its structural and organisational elements.

• The Cenacle, as envisaged by St. Vincent Pallotti, contains all the elements spiritual, apostolic, communitarian and pedagogical - for preparing a unique
model of formation for members of the Union
• There is a need for concrete and realistic apostolic and missionary projects.
• The responsibility to promote unity and apostolic efficiency of the entire Union
lies with SAC, CSAC, CMSAC and thus awaking in them all the awareness of the
added responsibility.
• The Rector General of the Society is the “guarantor of the fidelity to charism”
within the Union; as Ecclesiastical Assistant, he is the “Spiritual Director” and
must ensure that all members of the Union make a spiritual journey and get
adequate human, Pallottine and Christian formation.

• There is the need for close collaboration between the Presidents
and the Major Superiors of the Core Communities at all levels.
• Financial support from the core communities as well as the lay
members are expected which should be managed according to
Church and civic laws to avoid misunderstanding and to promote
right development of the Union.
• There is nothing as important as being rooted in the God of
infinite love and mercy. We, as authentic apostles must follow
Jesus, the Apostle of the Eternal Father, and make him the only
rule for our life and apostolate.

Conclusion
• “Charity, exercised as the Apostle describes, gives form to
all the substantial constitutive of the Pious Union; if this
should be lacking, it will no longer be in itself, a Catholic
Apostolate, therefore, woe or shame to him who although
belonging to the Pius Union, tries to offend or sin against
charity; but blessed is anyone who tries to protect it
perfectly, because he will have the merit of his works,
progress, and of all the evangelical works of the pious
Union” (OOCC III, 134-137).

