E-BULLETIN #41
"Let the holiness of God shine forth" (cf. Mt 5,16)
item 81

PALLOTTI and OCEANIA
A respected historical source has recently come to light suggesting
that Pallotti was personally involved in spreading the reach of his
Union into Oceania, and to the aboriginal people of Australia – in 1836!
What follows relates only to the former.
This information throws more light on his gift, in 1845, to the
Benedictine monks Salvado and Serra, prior to the commencement of
their journey to Western Australia, and their subsequent founding of
an aboriginal mission in New Norcia [refer E-B #30].
It also supports the assertion, made by Fr Bruno Bayer sac in his paper
The Beginnings of the Union of the Catholic Apostolate presented at a
Symposium in Germany in 1992. Based on his research into the SAC
archives, Bayer asserted:

“I just want to remind you of St Vincent’s own reports where he tells of the aggregation of members and
institutes and the extension through associated missionaries [my emphasis] to foreign countries like India,
the Americas, Korea, Tibet, Persia, Chaldea, Mesopotamia, Syria, Palestine, Egypt, Greece, Bulgaria,
Transylvania, Poland, Switzerland, Germany, Albania, France, Spain, England, Ireland, Scotland, Africa.”
It would be very interesting to follow up each of them! But for now one that is not mentioned – his
connection with the establishment of the church in the Western Pacific.

The Prefecture Apostolic of the Sandwich Islands [1825]:
The story goes that Jean-Baptiste Rives, a French cabin boy from Bordeaux who arrived in Honolulu
between 1803 and 1806, fell in love with the Sandwich [now Hawaiian!] Islands and decided to settle
there. After marrying he subsequently returned to France and recommended, to the French Minister of
Foreign Affairs, that they send a commercial and religious expedition to that part of the Pacific. The
“religious” interest, intended as a counterpart to the Protestants who had arrived in Hawaii long
before, led to a missionary order being sent, the Picpus Fathers [so called because their main house was
on the rue de Picpus in Paris – officially the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary,
founded in 1800 by Fr Marie-Joseph-Pierre Coudrin].
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In 1825, the Evangelisation Congregation, the Curial body in Rome then responsible for all such
expansion, oversaw the assembly of a French missionary team and then appointed their leader as
Prefect Apostolic, defining his new territory as the Prefecture Apostolic of the Sandwich Islands.

In his history, Wiltgen comments that, following that beginning: “Oceania saw continued and
interrelated development expanding to one archdiocese, eight dioceses and eight vicariates apostolic
by 1850”. So the growth was concurrent with the life of Pallotti.

The Vicariate Apostolic of Western Oceania [1836]:
Part of that expansion was the establishment of the Vicariate
Apostolic of the South Sea Islands in 1830, of Eastern Oceania in 1833,
and of Western Oceania in 1836.
In 1834 Cardinal Fransoni [mentioned frequently by the biographers
of Pallotti] ‘began looking for someone else to take over
responsibility for the western half of the Prefecture Apostolic of the
South Sea Islands’ – stretching to the islands of Papua New Guinea in
the west and those of New Zealand in the south. Apparently the
French Archdiocese of Lyon was the source of many missionary
vocations at that time and thus its Bishop was approached to help in
staffing. The Vicar General put forward a Father Pompallier [left],
then chaplain of a boarding school in Lyon, ‘which belongs to a young
society’. The ‘young society’ was the society of Marists [Society of
Mary]. At that time they were still being founded and were looking
for papal approbation. Fransoni saw a ‘quid pro quo’ – if they agreed
to send a group of missionaries to Western Oceania, he could support
their application for approval.
The new territory was entrusted to the Marists on 10 Jan 1836. A decree of 07 May that year announced
that the Pope has selected Pompallier to be Vicar Apostolic. Fransoni wrote that he should come to
Rome as soon as possible where he was ordained Bishop on 30 Jun. Wiltgen writes that before
departing Rome:
“...Pompallier met Father [now Saint] Vincenzo Pallotti [1795-1850] who, one year earlier [04 Apr 1835] had
founded there the Society of the Catholic Apostolate, known also as the Pallottines. As Pallotti himself
explained, his Catholic Apostolate ‘was founded to deepen, defend and spread piety and the Catholic faith’.
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Missionaries and mission bishops, therefore, were fitted pre-eminently by vocation for membership in this
organisation and Pallotti accepted as members all who wanted to join. Rome was already at that time the
crossroads of the mission world and he made innumerable contacts. By 1838 the Catholic Apostolate had
members scattered throughout 28 countries and Pallotti in turn empowered them to admit as members all
the faithful in their territory. This international organisation of bishops, priests, religious and laity was thus
very much like a confraternity.
“Pompallier on learning of it also joined, moved no doubt by Pallotti’s aim of helping the worldwide
mission effort of the Catholic Church, both spiritually and materially. Pompallier hoped that one day he
might even draw personnel from the organisation, because the Marists, to whom his mission was
entrusted, numbered all told only 20 priests.” (p 127).
The principal religious newspaper of France (L’ami de la religion) announced the departure of Pompallier
in its issue of 20 Aug 1836. “It is reported that the prelate will first visit the Friendly [or Tonga] Islands and
the Society [or Tahiti] Islands, and then go to New Guinea”(p 127-8).
Wiltgen’s expands that, before Pompallier left Rome, ‘he submitted one or two delicate questions’ to
Fransoni. One of them seemed to flow from his conversation with Pallotti: “Although the mission of
Western Oceania was entrusted to the care of the Society of Mary, he wanted to know if he could be
authorised to seek help from priests who were not Marists, and whether he could have them fulfil certain
offices in the mission.” (p 128).
In October that year Cardinal Fransoni [right] responded that ‘although
the mission of Western Oceania has been entrusted explicitly by the
Sacred Congregation to the care of the priests of the Society of the
Blessed Virgin Mary...’ he was free to recruit non-Marists for the mission.
The party set sail from Le Havre on Christmas Eve, 1836.
Despite a visit to New Guinea being part of his initial plan weather
conditions and available vessels caused a rearrangement. Bishop
Pompallier called into Sydney on 08 Dec 1837, afterwards proceeding to
New Zealand where he made his Headquarters [opposite the Bay of
Isles on the western side of the northern island]. In 1838, he wrote to
the Cardinal Prefect, giving a picture of the current religious situation
there. He complained about the work of sects and the menace of
persecution during his first two months at Hokianga.
This all changed though after he baptised a tribal chief and he saw that ‘conditions for the
establishment of the Kingdom of God....are now more favourable than ever before...’.
Wiltgen proceeds: “In order to reap this potential harvest, however, he needed more priests than [his
congregation] could supply, and so suggested to Fransoni three other possibilities. First of all the
Evangelisation Congregation had its own seminary in Rome called the Urban College...Secondly he could
send candidates directly from New Zealand [who could be trained in Rome]. Thirdly Pompallier suggested
that he also might obtain some priests from the Society of the Catholic Apostolate founded at Rome by
Father Vincenzo Pallotti in 1835. Pompallier had met Pallotti while in Rome in 1836 and this priest had
shown ‘lively interest in my mission and had promised to help me through the society he directs. He even
wanted to receive me into it as a member’. Enclosed for Pallotti was an unsealed letter which Pompallier
wanted Fransoni to read and then forward, ‘if your Eminence should judge it apropos’.
“Fransoni did forward Bishop Pompallier’s letter dated 22 May 1838. In it he reminded Pallotti of his
promise to give every kind of assistance. ‘How I need collaborators’ Pompallier said. ‘Reverend Director, if
among your colleagues you should be able to find some priests with a divine vocation of taking up work in
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my mission kindly speak with His Eminence Cardinal Fransoni about them, or with the Very Reverent
Secretary of the same Sacred Congregation’, so that ‘they can be sent to me at once’.
“Pompallier also reminded Pallotti of the letter that he had written from Paris in November 1836 before
leaving for Oceania. In it he had mentioned ‘many things useful for the missions’. It would be of great help,
for example, ‘if some members of the Catholic Apostolate, whether priests or laity – and especially those
skilled in some profession – were to prepare themselves under Pallotti’s guidance for Pompallier’s mission.
His 1836 letter had also asked for tools, clothing made of cotton or wool, and other items, all of which ‘can
be of great service in relieving the needs of the inhabitants and in winning for ourselves their affection and
confidence, so that the faith and the kingdom of God may become rooted more easily’”.(p 210)
Ominously, in July 1838, Pallotti began having problems of his own which threatened the very existence
of his Union founded in 1835. These difficulties arose from the Association for the Propagation of the
Faith in Lyon, which began lobbying in Rome for a monopoly over the collecting of funds for distribution
to foreign missions. The lobbyists achieved their goal, and Gregory XVI ordered that a Decree be drawn
up suppressing Pallotti’s group. Given notice of this Pallotti appealed personally to the Pope for an
opportunity to clarify his intentions. He succeeded in having the proclamation of the Decree postponed
on 01 Oct 1838. Thus, although it was never promulgated, this experience understandably ‘caused
Pallotti to reduce greatly his activity on behalf of the foreign missions. Therefore he was unable to supply
Pompallier with the assistance requested in 1838’.

extract: Ray Hevern sac [AU] – Shelley – AUSTRALIA
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ray.h@pallottine.org.au
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