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"Let the holiness of God shine forth" (cf. Mt 5, 

16)  

 
item 438 

	 missionary	solidarity	with	Mexico	
	 	
“The	joy	of	the	gospel	fills	the	hearts	and	lives	of	all	who	encounter	Jesus”				-	Pope	Francis:	Joy	of	the	Gospel	
	
I	write	 to	share	with	you	a	 recent	pastoral	experience,	 living	 for	a	month	 [May/Jun	 ‘16]	 in	 the	parish	of	St	
John	the	Baptist,	with	its	Diocesan	shrine	of	Divine	Mercy,	in	Tenango	del	Aire,	Valle	de	Chalco,	Mexico.		
	

Tenango	 del	 Aire	 is	 a	
municipality	 approx	 70	
km	south	east	of	Mexico	
City.	 It	has	a	population	
of	 5,035	 and	 is	 2,380	
meters	 above	 sea	 level.	
Dedicated	to	St	John	the	
Baptist	 the	 parish	 was	
established	 in	 the	

seventeenth	century.	It	is	also	home	of	a	Shrine,	instituted	by	Pope	St	John	Paul	II	in	1999.	
	
At	the	behest	of	our	General	Council,	 I	went	there	to	offer	pastoral	support	to	our	confreres	–	all	originally	
from	the	Polish	Poznan	province.	The	Sanctuary	 is	near	Mexico	City	and	 is	very	popular	with	pilgrims	 from	
different	parts	of	Mexico	and	other	countries.	
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The	parish	has	two	chapels	and	the	priests	provide	sacramental	support	to	two	religious	congregations	and	a	
large	prison	complex.	While	I	was	there	the	pastoral	activity	was	intense.	Throughout	the	day	we	celebrated	
several	 Masses,	 confessions,	 baptisms,	 birthdays	 and	 other	 sacraments.	 The	 Mexican	 people	 are	 very	
religious	and	the	Diocese	is	investing	more	and	more	in	the	formation	of	the	laity	and	of	permanent	deacons.		

	
I	also	had	the	opportunity	to	make	a	pilgrimage	
south	 east	 to	 the	 Basilica	 of	 Our	 Lady	 of	
Guadalupe	and	the	city	of	Puebla,	the	location	of	
the	Third	Episcopal	Conference	of	Latin	America	
[CELAM].	 I	 was	 able	 to	 visit	 Mexico	 City	 and	
participate	 in	 the	 jubilee	 of	 priests,	 catechists	
and	teachers	of	the	Diocese	of	Chalco.	
	
For	 me	 it	 was	 a	 wonderful	 experience,	 one	 in	
which	 I	 could	 dedicate	myself	 to	 pastoral	 work	
and	 be	 available	 to	 so	 many	 people	 in	 need,	
spiritually	and	materially.		

	
I	felt	intensely	what	Pope	Francis	frequently	reminds	us	of		–	to	be	close	to	the	poorest	and	to	live	the	joy	of	
the	gospel.	Maybe,	as	a	mother	house,	we	in	Rome	could	commit	to	a	program	whereby	every	member	of	
our	community,	 including	the	General	Administration	 itself,	dedicates	a	month	of	the	year	for	our	neediest	
missions?	
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I	am	very	thankful	for	the	opportunity	that	I	have	had	and	for	the	missionary	witness	being	demonstrated	by	
our	Polish	confreres	Frs	Bartłomiej	Palys	sac,	Kazimierz	Czulak	sac	and	Jarosław	Kmiecik	sac,	with	whom	I	was	
able	to	share	work,	prayer	and	moments	of	recreation.	I	also	want	to	thank	the	whole	parish	community	and	
all	the	staff	of	the	house.		
	
My	wish	is	that	we	can	continue	to	offer	our	charism	in	that	Diocese	with	much	generosity	and	joy.	
		

Gilberto Orsolin sac [SM] – Rome – ITALY  
18.07.16  

gilberto.orsolin@gmail.com 
 

item 439  

handing	on	the	baton	
	

In	 1940,	 as	 a	 result	 of	 	World	War	 II,	 German	 Pallottines	 arrived	 in	 Canada	 as	 civil	
internees.	 Subsequently,	 but	 only	 in	 1952,	 an	 official	 Canadian	 Delegature	 [of	 the	
then	Holy	Trinity	Province,	Limburg]	was	established.	Later	again,	following	the	2007	
amalgamation	 of	 the	 two	 German	 and	 the	 Austrian	 SAC	 entities,	 the	 Delegature	
became	the	child	of	the	new	Sacred	Heart	Province,	based	in	Friedberg.	
	
So	through	the	early	decades	of	mission	activity	it	was	the	German	Pallottine	priests	
and	 brothers,	 through	 their	 work	 as	 teachers	 and	 pastors,	 who	 imparted	 the	
spirituality	of	our	founder	in	Canada.	This	support	extended	through	to	the	mid-2000s	
when,	 unable	 to	 import	more	 priests	 from	Germany	 because	 of	 their	 own	minimal	
vocations,	the	Delegature	began	to	look	elsewhere	seeking	some	sort	of	collaboration	
with	another	Pallottine	entity.	
	
Thus	 it	 was	 that,	 in	 2005,	 two	 priests	 were	 sent	 from	 the	Assumption	 Province,	 Bangalore	 –	 Frs	 Jwarnes	
Reddy	 and	 Patrick	 Furtado	 -	 to	 minister	 alongside	 the	 Germans.	 They	 commenced	 their	 new	 role	 in	 the	
Diocese	of	Edmonton,	Alberta.		In	2006	Fr	Leo	Felix	Monroe	joined	them	and	in	the	following	year	Fr	Francis	
Mariappa,	enabling	expansion	into	the	adjacent	Diocese	of		Calgary.	At	their	annual	meeting	in	the	2007	the	
Sacred	Heart	Province	decided	to	formally	hand	over	the	Delegature	to	the	care	of	the	Indian	Pallottines.		
	

mailto:gilberto.orsolin@gmail.com
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So	from	that	point	a	new	dialogue	opened	between	Germany	and	India.	In	2009	this	arrangement	could	be	
formalised	 and	 so,	 following	 57	 years	 of	 Holy	 Trinity/Sacred	 Heart	 Province	 administration,	 Bangalore	
accepted	the	new	responsibility	in	Western	Canada	–	fittingly	on	the	feast	day	of	St	Francis	Xavier	[03	Dec].		
	
Today	 the	 Delegature	 is	 composed	 of	 eighteen	men,	 four	 of	 whom	 are	 our	 remaining	 German	 confreres,	
retired	but	still	helping	in	pastoral	ministry	in	their	respective	dioceses.	Fourteen	Indian	priests	complement	
them,	 all	 exclusively	 involved	 in	 parish	 ministry	 as	 pastors	 and	 associate	 pastors.	 We	 now	 work	 in	 four	
different	jurisdictions	in	Western	Canada	–	the	Archdiocese	of	Edmonton,	the	Archdiocese	of	Vancouver,	the	
Diocese	of	Calgary,	and	the	Diocese	of	Prince	George.	
	
Altogether	this	covers	twelve	parishes,	quite	challenging	at	times	due	to	weather	conditions	and	long	driving	
distances	required,	both	within	and	outside	the	parishes.	

	
Every	year	all	members	of	the	Delegature	come	together.	Our	Provincial	from	India	is	always	present	to	give	
fraternal	 support,	advice	and	suggestions	 for	our	growth.	And	 for	 this	year’s	gathering	we	were	blessed	 to	
have	the	Rector	General,	who	conducted	our	day	of	spiritual	reflection	and	took	part	in	the	annual	meeting.	
Our	main	purpose	of	course	is	to	spend	time	together	in	prayer	and	reflection	and	to	share	different	aspects	
of	our	ministry.	At	the	same	time	we	also	plan	programs	for	the	coming	year	and	discuss	challenges	we	may		

	
	
envisage	in	the	future.	We	agree	that	it	is	always	an	enjoyable	and	life-giving	time,	bringing	out	the	best	in	all	
of	us.	
	
The	UAC	is	a	very	active	element	within	the	Delegature.	Every	member	is	supportive	of	the	functioning	of	the	
Union,	appreciative	of	its	collaboration	with	the	local	church	and	encouraging	of	its	growth	within	their	own	
parishes.	We	are	grateful	to	the	local	President,	Ms	Maria	Domke,	who	takes	very	keen	interest	in	its	growth	
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and	reaches	out	to	its	members.	We	also	value	the	support	for	the	UAC	of	Frs	Gottfried	Seifert,	Irudaya	Paul	
Raj	and	Henry	Rosenbaum	as	we	continue	to	journey	with	them.		
	
In	 conclusion	 I	 am	 convinced	 that	 the	 Canadian	 Delegature	 is	 blessed	 with	 immense	 human	 potential	
inherent	 in	 its	members.	They	are	 talented,	able,	 committed,	and	 responsible	 in	 their	given	ministries.	We	
would	like	to	thank	both	God,	for	the	precious	gift	of	life	that	He	has	given	us	and	our	fellow	members,	for	
their	hard	work	and	dedication.		

	
May	Mary,	Queen	of	the	Apostles,	intercede	for	each	one	of	us,	and	grant	
us	 the	grace	 to	 live	 in	 the	 spirit	 of	 community	 life	as	our	 founder	always	
desired.		
 

Francis Mariappa sac [BA.CD] – Fort Saskatchewan – CANADA  
13.07.16 

francismariappa@gmail.com 
 

 

 
you commented… 
 
on # 232 Thanks	for	the	two	wonderful	articles	in	last	week’s	E	Bulletin.		Together	they	capture	some	
	 	 of	the	breadth	of	the	charism	of	Saint	Vincent.	The	apostolic	work	we	are	called	to	as	well	as	
	 	 the	deep	prayer	of	the	mystic.		With	that	prayer	being	open	and	responding	to	the	signs	of	
	 	 today.		I	pray	that	we	never	limit	Vincent’s	charism	but	be	open	to	where	we	are	called	to	
	 	 witness	today.		

CS 08.08.16 
I	appreciate	very	much	the	article…	on	Fr	Johannes	Kopp	sac,	who	did	contribute	much	in	the	
area	of	Christian	spirituality	especially	Pallottine	mysticism,	enriching	them	with	Eastern	
spirituality	being	a	master	of	Zen	Buddhism.	I	wish	many	more	people	see	the	richness	of	
eastern	spirituality	and	thereby	enrich	our	own	spirituality	especially	Pallottine	spirituality.		

MK 12.08.16 

sac asia oceania e-bulletin 
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