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Order of Merit

The conferral of the Knight’s Cross of the Order of Merit of the Republic of Poland to Fr. Zbigniew
Wasiński SAC:
“Your Excellency Bishop Mathias Ri
Yong-Hoon, the Bishop of Suwon
Diocese, Fr. Jacob Nampudakam, Rector
General of the Society of the Catholic
Apostolate, dear Fr. Zbigniew Wasiński,
ladies and gentlemen.
It is my great pleasure and honour, on
behalf of the President of the Republic
of Poland, Bronisław Komorowski, to
confer the Knight’s Cross of the Order
of Merit of the Republic of Poland to
Father Zbigniew Wasiński, a Pallottine
belonging to the Society of the Catholic
Apostolate.
I am very happy that I can fulfil my honourable task of decorating Father Zbigniew in front of such
distinguished guests on this special occasion. On the first of May, exactly 25 years ago, Fr. Zbigniew
Wasiński SAC with Fr. Jerzy Ciesielski SAC came to Korea. They were the first Pallottines to arrive and
work here. Today we celebrate the 25th anniversary of Pallottines in the Republic of Korea.
Fr. Zbigniew Wasiński, until recently, was the chief of the Pallottine delegation in Seoul. For the past
25 years he and his brother Pallottines, Fr. Paweł Zawadzki, Fr. Jarosław Kamieński and Br. Andrzej
Baranowski established, in the course of their ministry, Christian Korean communities both here in
Bundang and in Yangdeokwon, in Gangwon province.
They have built a Divine Mercy Centre, commenced the publication of a monthly magazine,
Apostolate of Divine Mercy, and much more.
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But today, I would like to emphasize particularly Fr. Zbigniew Wasiński’s contribution to building a
positive image of Poland and supporting the Polish diaspora in Korea.
In the first years after the establishment of diplomatic relations between Poland and the Republic of
Korea in 1989, Fr. Zbigniew Wasiński and his Pallottine brothers were the first contact point for
incoming Poles. Pallottines were the unique source of information about yet unknown Korea for
many Poles.
They supported an expanding Polish diaspora with their knowledge of Korea itself, and of the
Korean language, but especially with their kind, open heart for everybody. Poles, who started to
come to Korea to study or to do business, gathered around the Pallottines, so much so that I may
say that Fr. Zbigniew was an unofficial Consul of Poland.
Since the 90’s the Pallottines celebrated Mass in the Polish language for the Polish diaspora. They
were, and still are, a great spiritual support for Poles and Polish-Korean families. The Masses in the
Polish language have become a regular meeting place for Poles who are believers, but also for those
looking only for contact with other Poles and Polish culture. For some children of multicultural
families the Polish Mass has been the first point of contact with their own Polish language and
Polish culture and it is still a unique opportunity to maintain their Polish identity and roots.
The everyday ministry of Fr. Wasiński and his brothers not only helps in integrating the Polish
community but also arouses interest among Koreans about Poles, of the country of Poland itself and
about Polish culture. Thanks to the Pallottines our two countries, Poland and Korea, have become
closer to each other - despite their huge geographical distance.
Ladies and gentlemen, following the
decision of the President of Poland,
Bronisław Komorowski, I have the privilege
of conferring the Order of Merit of the
Republic of Poland to Fr. Zbigniew Wasiński
in a gesture of acknowledgement
expressed by the Polish authorities for the
Polish Pallottines’ great contribution to
maintaining the Polish identity abroad and
developing strong bridges of affinity,
friendship, mutual understanding and
cooperation between Poles and Koreans.
Krzysztof Ignacy Majka, PhD
Ambassador of the Republic of Poland to the Republic of Korea
01.05.15
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‘an extraordinary event…’
Our seminary in Ołtarzew, Poland is now one of the biggest formation houses in the Pallottine world. It has
36 seminarians from 2 Provinces – Christ the King and Annunciation of the Lord – who come from Poland
itself, Belarus, Ukraine and Slovakia. In 2015 seven priests were ordained.
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This year, from 10 – 12 Apr, an extraordinary event took place in our
community. We had a meeting with the parents of our alumni. There
were about 50 family members who visited from all over the country. It
was the idea of our rector. He wanted to gather together all those
responsible for formation, the students themselves and their relatives,
to promote better communication and to also get to know each other. It
was a wonderful opportunity to be able to share that experience and
certainly we got to know more about others.
First of all parents could spend time in the place where their children are
now living, studying and praying. It became a time of spiritual growth
and understanding for them. Secondly, formators could look at their
charges in the context of their
families and could listen to the
stories of their parents. What’s more
seminarians could get know each
other better and also to look at their
vocation from a different viewpoint.
During this meeting parents joined and actively took part in conferences,
prayers, storytelling and also informal meetings during coffee or walks.
There was a conference on the theme of our Founder, St Vincent Pallotti,
and about the role of parents in the life of a future priest. Also some
advice from a psychologist about accompanying children in their life
decisions.
On Sunday we celebrated the Feast of
Mercy so we shared in the Eucharist in
the Sanctuary of God’s Mercy,
celebrated by Cardinal Kazimierz Nycz.
In short it was really great experience
for everyone – parents, seminarians and
professors. I hope we will have further
opportunities to meet annually in this
kind of forum.
Jan Modrzejewski SAC – Ołtarzew – POLAND
23.05.15
jasiek_modrzejewski@op.pl
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