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"Let the holiness of God shine forth" (cf. Mt 5, 16)
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communion, collaboration and co-responsibility (II)
- in the Union, and outside

……In recent months I reflected on what communion and co-responsibility
really demands from me and from us, when it comes to communicating a
lived experience. Here are some [further] aspects that I’d like to share:

4.

Then the subject of co-responsibility in communion and for
communion. What kind of co-responsibility today, or how to
understand co-responsibility anew?

We know that Pope Francis speaks frequently about the model of the
Church as a polyhedron, where all the faces of the polyhedron have their
own role and there is not a dogmatic uniformity imposed by central
management.
I believe and I am convinced that reading St Vincent’s writings and seeing
what he did....we are a Public Association particularly suited to this model. Because the model of communion
is just that, as Pallotti always said. It is a trinitarian model, where every part is important. It is not that there
is no leadership, or no centre, but it is not a centre that makes everything uniform.
And Pallotti did a great many things of this kind, which were polyhedric. The plurality of missions, vocations
and commitments in our Union often brings a rich and unexpected new understanding of particular aspects
of our charism.

5.

The centrality of collaboration from the beginning. This is certainly a priority of our Founder and one
of the key words in his writings. For our Founder, all are called to collaboration, not just like-minded
people.

On 9 April 1835, he made the first list of members of the new Foundation. From the beginning, the
composition of the list itself gives us an interesting insight into the context of collaboration. There were 10
priests (diocesan and religious) and 6 lay faithful. Altogether there were 12 Italians, 1 English, 1 French, 1
from Iraq, 1 Basilian Abbot from Armenia; there were three rites - a universal group that could only function
in the spirit of collaboration and co-responsibility.
One can say that Pallotti's primary idea was God's call to all to collaborate with Him and with each other. His
secondary idea was to apply this ideal to any concrete apostolate. He did not mean us to cling to structures.
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In Novo Millennio Ineunte - At the Beginning of the New Millennium (2001) St John Paul II concludes with a
relevant warning: “Let us have no illusions: unless we follow this spiritual path, external structures of
communion will serve very little purpose. They would become mechanisms without a soul, ‘masks ’ of
communion rather than its means of expression and growth”.
There are clear echoes of our Founder here: “...love, and if love is missing, the entire moral body, which was
founded through divine mercy for the good of people and for the greater glory of God, will collapse”.

Furthermore, collaboration is a cardinal point we need in order to offset a long history of the separate
development of Institutes, communities, vocations in the UAC. In the General Statutes, collaboration is set
out as one of the key priorities of the Local, National and General Coordination Councils.
In this regard the General Statutes encompass a unifying vision of all the faces of our polyhedric Union and
enable us to discover new insights on our charism. No one Institute, community, or person, can fully define
our charism. This in turn leads us to think of all others, and of our entities “as integral part of me”.

6.

Two final aspects: one on formation and the other on creative faithfulness:

- Regarding formation, it is important to form and be formed to use the three languages of the mind, of the
heart and of the hands together. It is necessary to learn to think well, to listen well and to work well. Work
too, because work is not only a means of living, but is something inherent to our being human persons, and
therefore also a means for knowing reality, understanding life.
From the Enlightenment we have inherited this unhealthy idea that formation means filling the head with
concepts. And the more you know, the better you will be. No, formation must touch the mind, the heart and
the hands.
Forming ourselves and others to think well, not just to learn concepts, but to think well; forming ourselves
and others to empathize well; forming ourselves and others to do good. In such a way that these three
languages are interconnected.
- Creative faithfulness entails the challenge of being faithful to the original inspiration and together being
open to the breath of the Holy Spirit and setting out on the new paths that he inspires. And this requires
humility, openness, a synodal attitude (as Pope Francis would say), a capacity to risk.
But how can we meet and follow the Holy Spirit as Union at the local, national, international level? By
practicing discernment as a community. That is, by gathering in the spirit of the Cenacle to hear what the
Spirit tells us today as a Christian community and to discover together, in this atmosphere, the call that God
lets us hear in the historical situation in which we are living the Gospel.
Francis invites us today to become artisans of community discernment. It is not easy to do this, but we
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must do so if we wish to have this creative faithfulness to Pallotti’s
charism and if we wish to be docile to the Spirit for the service of the
Church and of society.
conclusion
We, Pallottine Family, are still at the beginning of our journey, at the
start of everything. This being at the start means that we must look
ahead, that we must do something to move forward.
We must get together to beat the challenge of this world which needs
the Gospel, which is in extreme need of seeds of Gospel life that then
grow and transform it. And we can do it by handing on to others our
experience of communion.
Our charism is a powerful help and encouragement for us. The charism
is a gift of God, so we mustn’t feel proud about having received this
charism, but with humility we must be aware of the charism and do all
we can to hand it on to the Church and the society around us.
I think that for the Union at this time the irreversible path to faithfully
follow Pallotti’s experience of the Spirit is to renew our personal and
communal commitment to be united as brothers and sisters, and to
love one another as Jesus loved us to the end.
Mary will intercede for us and accompany us on the journey to be
united with God and among us so that we may find Him always in our
brothers and sisters.
Donatella Acerbi – Detroit – USA
10.07.18
dodi.acerbi@fastwebnet.it
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welcome in Delhi
“If there is one thing to be said about Jesus,” Pope Francis says, “it is precisely His capacity to welcome.”
What happens, though, when the one that stems from wealth is undeservedly on the receiving end? When
the one who is well nourished is given tea with milk, while the bones of the little ones running around have a
far greater need for the calcium? When the one who visits for ten minutes can do nothing but wrap her arm
around the child, praying he is shielded with his innocence for as long as the Lord deems it possible?
With all of my heart, I can tell you that it is a most painful humility; for it was I who was that stranger, and
they - Pallottines and UAC members in Delhi - welcomed me into their homes. At Mary Queen of the Apostles
Church, under the pastoral care of Fr George Thattamparambil sac and Fr Bibin Sebastian sac of the Epiphany
Province, they are the very church that Pope Francis seeks to intensify:
“a field hospital after battle (with) the ability to heal wounds and to warm the hearts of the faithful.”

And the UAC flock they shepherd:
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“allows us to meet Jesus; not so much with words but (their) whole life. And (they) bear witness to
the importance of small gestures, within everyone’s reach, that help to build peace, reminding us
that we are brothers and sisters, and God is the Father of us all.”
As our founder writes: “it is Jesus who brings love to wherever there is want and need” – which is precisely
why He carried Pallottines to Sangam VIhar, Delhi, in July 1997. On September 7 of that year Mass was
publicly celebrated for the first time in a two room house, where over 70 people came to receive the
eucharist; the following Sunday, even more. These heavenly fruits from the Holy Spirit continued to multiply
each time bread was broken, and in 1998 a larger structure was quickly built to accommodate the needs.
However, the structure now seen today was only recently blessed on November 5, 2016.
Though perhaps what truly allows Fr George and Fr Bibin to press their fingers to the “flesh of Christ” is the St
Vincent Pallotti School they run. Its classrooms house 385 of God’s most precious children, who though
coming from the slums, are a gift from above. They ran into my arms as if I was Pallotti himself, offering me
their extra pencils and hair clips, anything in their capable and immediate grasp to shower upon me. How
many times, I thought to myself, did I refuse the brother of my own blood a piece of my food, a taste of my
ice cream?! St John Paul II said it himself: “Is not Jesus pointing to children even as models for grownups?”
Maybe it is indeed this saint’s model that the Pallottines follow; for their work at the school is nothing short
of inconceivable and remarkable in Delhi’s largest unrecognized slum. Even above the physical needs of the
children, they promote an atmosphere of peace; not an easy feat when religious tensions under Hindu
Nationalist Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, continue to rise. Yet, while they feel this stress in their ministries,
they still continue their work with even greater strength and force. It is now our job as a Pallottine family to
pray that they may be sustained.
“O priest, who are you?” St Vincent Pallotti asks. “You do not serve yourself, because you are the
bridegroom of the Church. You do not belong to yourself, because you are the servant of all.” How vividly our
fathers live these truths in Delhi! Truths, which Rector General Fr Jacob Nampudakam writes:
“express the image of Jesus the Good Shepherd (in whose) heart we see that His love is boundless; it
never tires and never gives up. We see that it continuously gives of self, without limits, and we
rediscover its humble love ‘right to the very end’ (John 13.1).”
Julianne Calzonetti
04.08.18
julianne.calzonetti@catholicapostolatecenter.org
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The efforts of John Santos Gaynor in collecting the books related to Pallottine
history worthily noted by the author, Donal McCarthy SAC. As a minor seminary
student in Pallotti Illam, Madurai I remember learning about our founder from the
book written by Fr. John Gaynor. Fr. Gaynor's book on Pallotti was part of the
syllabus. Thus, reading about John Santos Gaynor was a pure joy.
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The other article on Bro. Joseph Futton SAC by Roberta Cowan was also inspiring.
Such stories on some of the pioneers and pioneering efforts of the Pallottines are
warming to the hearts. Expecting more such stories.
MDT

21.08.18
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