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"Let the holiness of God shine forth" (cf. Mt 5, 16)
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a reflective Argentinian
Argentinian Pallottine John Santos Gaynor sac was descended from the Co.
Westmeath Gaynors who, in the 1800’s, engaged in dairy farming, sheep-rearing, and
the growing of wheat and oats. During the Great Famine of 1847 the Gaynors
provided thirty people a day with milk and oatmeal.
Thomas Gaynor, John’s grandfather, is believed to have emigrated to Argentina circa
1849. News had come that one could quickly become prosperous in that country by
raising sheep. An additional reason was Thomas’s youthful flirtation with an antiestablishment agrarian society through which he had come to the attention of the
authorities. After his arrival in Buenos Aires Thomas found employment in the sheep
trade. He married Mary Murray, the niece of his employer. They had only one child,
Miguel, John Gaynor’s father.
John was born in San Andrés de Giles on 1 November 1905. Following private tuition at home, he was later
educated in Mercedes [Argentina], Thurles [Ireland] and Rome, being ordained in the Eternal City on 1
November 1928.
Appointed back to Rawson in 1929, he immediately saw the
need for Irish-Argentinian vocations to the priesthood. He
extended the presbytery and turned it into the Pallottine
Preparatory School. Soon he had a little company around him.
His teaching and training of the young boys he recruited
eventually resulted in the ordination some years later of several
Irish-Argentine priests.
Transferred to Suipacha and later to Belgrano he continued
submitting articles to “The Southern Cross”, becoming its editor
in 1939. Fluent in Spanish, English, and Italian, he preached and
lectured in various places on a wide variety of subjects.
The Argentine National Government decided in 1951 to allow religious instruction in state-run schools. In
1953 Fr Gaynor was given the post of National Inspector of Religious Education, causing him to travel
continuously to various parts of the Republic.
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In 1954 the Perón administration suppressed religious education in state schools and put an end to state
subsidies for private (mainly Catholic) schools. Although he knew that it would probably mean his own
imprisonment, John Santos did not hesitate to strongly condemn Perón’s attitude from the pulpit. He was
now a marked man and he had to go into hiding for a time. In the rounding up and imprisonment of priests,
which took place a short time afterwards, Fr Gaynor, though sought by the police, managed to evade arrest
for a brief time until the coup of 1955 in which Perón was overthrown. After the coup he never took up a
government position again but continued to preach, teach, and give lectures.
Gaynor was a born archivist. During his four years (1959-63) as a General Consultor in Rome he searched
about in old archives, typing in his San Silvestro room in the early morning, then off to the Generalate to
begin his day’s work as a Consultor. Returning he would often go seeking further information in some library
or archive or bookstall. He wrote a history of the English-speaking Pallottines and memoirs of the priests and
brothers who had fashioned the Society and the Irish Province. He collected old books relevant to Pallottine
history and had them bound. Having given a retreat to the priests of the Archdiocese of Cashel and Emly in
July 1963, he died suddenly in Dublin on the 10th of that month.
Both nations share a history of Irish culture due to the
fact that over 50,000 Irish settlers migrated to
Argentina. Argentina is home to the fifth largest Irish
community abroad and the biggest in a non-English
speaking nation. Over half a million Argentine nationals
claim Irish heritage.
A genius, he successfully married his Irish background to his Argentinian culture. The totality of his work will
never be known; in another place this writer has listed seventy books and publications written by him. John
Gaynor is remembered for his great humility – a kindly, simple, unassuming priest who never boasted about
himself but delighted in giving all glory and honour to God.
Donal McCarthy sac [IR] – Thurles – IRELAND
03.06.18
makart1941@gmail.com
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a ‘new’ first Australian Pallottine

Walter Ernest Joseph Futton, was the second son (the first was still born) of Matthew and Johanna Futton.
He was born Feb 24 1875 in Bathurst, New South Wales.
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In his twenties and after his parents had passed away, he travelled to Western Australia from Sydney aboard
the Waroonga arriving in Fremantle in September 1896.
There he became a clerk in the Western Australian Railways, working in the Kalgoorlie goldfields region
(1901-1905). A younger brother Charles, born at nearby Mudgee, remained in NSW but cannot be traced
after working at the Mount Hope Copper Mine, NSW (ca. 1904).
Walter travelled north on a coastal steamer to join the newly established Pallottine community at Beagle Bay
Mission, around 1906. This was possibly due to the influence of Fr Patrick White sac, an Irish Pallottine and
one of the 2 original priests who took over from the Trappists in 1901. White had moved to Perth in 1905-6
and was appointed the founding parish priest of Bayswater/Maylands. The Irish necrology reads:
“During the course of his employment he became acquainted with the work of our priests in North
Western Australia. He sought and obtained permission to enter the Society with the intention of
becoming a priest and missionary in his own native land”
Walter Futton became Joseph Futton in official reports from the Mission. And by 1907 Joseph was known as
‘Br’ Futton, likely the title given to novices at that time. In an official report of that year to the government’s
Aborigines Department, submitted by then rector Fr Josef Bischofs sac, he is described in the role of ‘teacher’
at the Beagle Bay school. He had taken over from another early helper, Fr Russell, a diocesan priest from
Geraldton who went north to assist:
“The school was carried on during the first half of the year by Father Russell and during the second
half by Brother Futton, and it is now in the charge of two Sisters. About 35 children were in regular
attendance…”

1904 image of the school at Beagle Bay courtesy of the Limburg Archive

In early 1909 Futton commenced his travels to Gaeta, Italy to complete his novitiate.
However this was right at the time the Society – known then as the Pious Society of Missions – was
undergoing a division into four distinct Provinces. So, by 1910, he found himself relocated to Ireland [St
Patrick’s College, Thurles] to further his studies as a student of philosophy. His first profession is recorded as
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29 Aug 1910. Although not a founding member of the Thurles community, he was one of four students listed
there in 1911 with rector Fr John Charola sac [a Basque, born in San Sebastian, Spain].
Regrettably it was around this time that Joseph became ill. The necrology
continues:
“In the course of these studies he was struck down by a serious
illness, the effects of which rendered him incapable of becoming a
priest. He accepted his cross, perfectly resigned to God’s holy will
and, not wishing to leave the Society, he requested to become a
lay brother.
In this capacity he was sent to St Peter’s, where he passed the
remaining years of his life. He was a deeply spiritual and saintly
Brother, devoted to prayer and the exact observance of his
religious duties. RIP”
Br Joseph transferred to St Peter’s Italian Church, Clerkenwell Road,
Holborn in 1914. This was the church built at the request of St Vincent
Pallotti for the Italian community in London. It had been consecrated in
April, 1863 as The Church of St Peter of all Nations.
Joseph fell ill close to Christmas Day 1920 and was taken for a short time to the nearby Italian Hospital
(Ospidale Italiano), Queens Square. This hospital, staffed by the Sisters of Charity of St Vincent de
Paul, was built and initially funded in 1884 by a wealthy Italian London businessman Giovanni
Ortelli. It was planned for Italians living in London who were unable to pay for their own health care,
most of whom lived around Clerkenwell and Holborn.
Brother Walter Ernest Joseph Futton sac died, of cardiac arrest, on 25 Dec 1920.
His body is buried in the Pallottine Mausoleum at St Mary’s Catholic Cemetery, Kelsal Green, Harrow Rd,
London.
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Congratulations to Frs Joe Butscher and Benno Rausch and a million thanks for their lives of
service in Australia over so many years. We have been blessed with their love and friendship.
Thanks also for the sharing of Donatella’s presentation at the UAC in USA. A clear and
heartfelt overview of Vincent’s spirituality.
CS
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