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"Let the holiness of God shine forth" (cf. Mt 5, 16)
item 527

stepping into sacred spaces

Pallottine fathers and brothers around the world are engaged
in many different ministries, as was our own founder St
Vincent Pallotti himself. No surprise then that he gave us, as
our religious inheritance, this eclectic spirituality of ours.
That's why our ministry is characterized by a great sense of
flexibility and availability, in order for us to better respond to
the needs of the times in our church and our world.
And so, here in the USA, confreres work in various fields:
parish ministries, spiritual direction, chaplaincy – to name just
a few.
I am myself a chaplain in one of the major hospitals in the city
of Milwaukee [Froedtert Hospital]. From my own experience
after almost four years in this field, I continue to discover day
after day how powerful a ministry this is. I would define it as
one that involves stepping into sacred spaces all day long.
My typical day is spent in visiting and comforting the sick and
their families, listening to them and praying for or with them.
This service is also offered to the staff – doctors, nurses and all
other supporting personnel (housekeepers, security officers,
food services, various technicians, etc.). However I spend the
majority of my time, at least 95%, with patients themselves and
their families.
What are sacred spaces?
Patients in a hospital face various kinds of distress – physical, psychological and also spiritual and so they
need all sorts of support and direction. While other specialists are called to deal with physical, psychological
or social issues, I'm called to deal with emotional and spiritual distress. My role then is to strive to be that
comforting presence patients and their families look for, in order to regain confidence, courage or direction
in these times of uncertainty and distress.
The truth is that, in daily life, people tend to speak very seldom about their deep and existential concerns or
even avoid them for some reason. But when faced with a serious health condition and maybe envisioning
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their possible death in the near term, people become more that open to discussing these challenging
realities, no matter their faith background. A personal review of life is a common occurrence at such times.
The gateway to these sacred spaces is their stories, their lives. Chaplaincy involves a lot of active listening.
The better I listen, the better I will be able to understand and help.
Thus my ministry deals with a lot of emotions and other deep feelings, ranging from doubt to fear via guilt
and anxiety. And the stories I often listen to are sometimes very tough to tell...
On a daily basis my ministry allows me to discover how many people carry, their whole life long, unbelievable
burdens. I can't recall how many times I've heard phrases like: “Dear chaplain, this happened when I was a
teenager, that is more than 50, 60, 70 years ago..., and I never told it to anybody before. You are the first
person to whom I tell this because I want to leave this world in peace!”
Yes, at such times, pardon, reconciliation, peace assume their fullest meaning and true place in the remaining
days of one’s life on earth. Those moments are what I'm calling ‘sacred spaces’, places where human beings
open themselves to a Higher Being to receive the peace they have been searching for thus far.
These are moments of powerful emotions that patients, along with their families, go through. Those are the
sacred spaces – sacred moments into which I am invited, moments I am honored as well as challenged to
share.
My ministry has given me new understanding of life and even the afterlife. And my patients are also my
teachers in so many ways, for I learn a lot from their stories and their varied attitudes when confronted with
illness and death. So, at the end of many of my visits, it's not just the patient, family or staffer who is
enriched, but me as well.
Chaplaincy helps me to stay in touch with
God. Indeed, being a witness of these times
of the revealing of traumatic stories, deep
secrets, deep challenges, helps me
personally turn my own life around and
appreciate life and its minutest joys in a very
refreshing way. Life continues to reveal to
me its full meaning, a journey of seeking and
living evangelical values.
Touching the sacred spaces of people’s lives, in the framework of my everyday ministry, is such an honor and
divine grace, but also an enormous challenge and responsibility. It hugely drains my energy every day but at
the same time helps me to stay in touch with God in order to derive the strength to continue. For me, this is
Jesus' own mission, and nothing significant can be accomplished if my personal connection with the Master
of the harvest is not maintained and nourished.
Florent Emmanuel Kanga sac [CN] – Milwaukee – USA
08.08.17
yebekanga1972@gmail.com
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Gaudiem et Spes Award

On June 1, 2018 America’s National Association for Lay Ministry (NALM) honored Pallottine, Fr Frank
Donio sac and the Catholic Apostolate Center, with its highest honor: the Gaudium et Spes Award. The

Gaudium et Spes Award recognizes an outstanding individual or organization for promoting understanding of
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the Church in the world according to the vision of Vatican II. In the spirit of the constitution that is its
namesake, the award honors those who promote collaboration within the Church and guide individuals
through the joys and challenges of living the Christian life in the modern world.

“Fr Frank and the Catholic Apostolate Center are leaders who live this vision every day,” said Mark Erdosy,
Board Chairman for NALM. “Whether it is through his priestly ministry, as the leader of the Catholic
Apostolate Center, his teaching, or work with the USCCB, dioceses, or other Catholic organizations, Fr
Frank contributes to and promotes collaboration within the Church, and assisting pastoral ministers in
deepening their collaboration with one another. The Center has done all of this and more because they
continue to provide individuals with the tools and resources to live the Christian life and charity to the
fullest.”

Fr Frank has a long history of fostering collaboration among laity, religious, and clergy. He currently serves as

a Consultant to the Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops. In addition to his faculty appointments at St Joseph’s College of Maine, Fordham University, and
The Catholic University of America, he has made presentations on the New Evangelization and missionary
discipleship, co-responsibility and collaboration in ministry and apostolate, pastoral planning, and Pallottine
spirituality at various universities, schools of theology, dioceses, and national and international
conferences. He has served also in various capacities in the Union of Catholic Apostolate, including Vice
President of the General Coordination Council and President of the U.S. National Coordination Council, and in
the Pallottine Fathers and Brothers, including as a member of the General Secretariat for the Apostolate and
as Provincial Rector of the Immaculate Conception Province.
In response to the award announcement, Fr Frank said, “This honor from NALM recognizes the charism
of St Vincent Pallotti as expressed in the mission of the Catholic Apostolate Center and the ongoing
commitment of the Immaculate Conception Province of Pallottines to collaboration [within the Church] … We
are grateful to NALM for this important recognition.”
The Catholic Apostolate Center, a ministry of the Society of the Catholic Apostolate (Pallottines) - Immaculate
Conception Province, was founded in 2011 to respond to the needs of the Church through developing, in
collaboration with dioceses and other institutions and organizations, formation programs for the New
Evangelization; assisting pastoral ministers in deepening collaboration with one another; and providing
formation and apostolic opportunities for members and collaborators of the Union of Catholic Apostolate.
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The Center has gained a reputation as particularly welcoming to young adults, many of whom are in service
to the Church for the first time. Fr Frank remarked that the Center relies on the “creativity of young
adults” while simultaneously providing “accompaniment and mentorship” to show that collaboration is
possible “not only with peers, but with all in Church leadership.”
Although the Gaudium et Spes Award has been given eighteen times since its inception in 1989, NALM has
only recognized an individual and an organization together once before. Upon accepting the Gaudium et Spes
Award Fr Frank reflected upon the shared mission of the Center and the Pallottine community:
“In recognizing the Center and me, you are also recognizing the charism of St Vincent Pallotti ... whose
mission was and is to be what he called “an evangelical trumpet, perpetually calling everyone and awakening
the zeal and charity of all the faithful” ... We do this through living our vision that comes to us from St
Vincent Pallotti – reviving faith, rekindling charity, and forming apostles. Our hope is that our model of a
Catholic organization, ever open to the initiative of the Holy Spirit, can assist others in moving beyond “We
have always done it this way”, while at the same time keeping continuity with the tradition and teachings
of the Church.”
Lindsay Myers – Washington DC – USA
12.06.08
info@catholicapostolatecenter.org
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Welcome back, Ray! And what a great bulletin to mark your return! Warmest
congratulations and every blessing to you. I've not forgotten to keep you in mind for
items you may wish to publish.
MB

Thank you for this new Bulletin.
IG

Wonderful to have the E Bulletin coming into the inbox again. It has been
missed….having been…present at the ceremony at San Silvestro on April 22nd, and
hearing [Cardinal Louis-Marie’s] powerful and simple homily “What colour is God’s
Face” and then seeing the list of cardinals recently appointed by Pope Francis, who
come from such a diversity of cultures and nationalities, my heart is singing for and
with our church.
CS

Great to see the Bulletin back on the tracks. This will keep the lucky readers like me
a glimpse the Pallottine movement and the marvellous way the Spirit is guiding it.
Congratulations and best wishes.
MN
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