E-BULLETIN #284

10-Jun-18

"Let the holiness of God shine forth" (cf. Mt 5, 16)
item 524

welcome back!
we welcome back the Asia Oceania Bulletin
and celebrate a 200 year anniversary – of the priesthood of Pallotti
It is a matter of joy that the Asia Oceania bulletin has come alive once again. Even greater is our joy
to meet Fr Ray on Sunday morning, now twice a month. Only a car running over his leg could stop
this bulletin and his passion for it. Thank God, we are back!
Once again, we can share news and experiences from the Pallottine world just to show how the
Pallottine family is committed to the vision and charism of our Founder in the service of God’s
people.
Meanwhile I have started another missionary bulletin and website in order to diffuse the spirituality
of St Vincent and to share inspiring missionary stories from the peripheries. Both of these ventures
will compliment each other and will be sent out in alternative weeks. Kindly visit also
www.WeAreAMission.org.
While the Asia Oceania bulletin was silent, we lived through the
bicentenary of the priestly ordination of our Founder. Many
initiatives have been taken in the Pallottine world so far this year.
From my part a small book was published, right at the start of the
Jubilee Year, titled: “The Spirit of the Priesthood according to Saint
Vincent Pallotti. Reflections on the Occasion of the Bicentenary of
his Priestly Ordination (1818-2018)”.
This has been translated into many languages and distributed among
the members of our spiritual family. It underlines the truth that both
ordained ministers and, in fact, all the people of God share a
common priesthood and are invited to live the charity, holiness of
life and ardent zeal for the salvation of people which Pallotti
practiced through a life of incessant prayer, generous self-giving and
devotion to Mary most holy. We are all called to be shepherds of
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souls, in our own state of life, following Jesus, the good Shepherd.
Many symposiums were conducted on the priestly life and ministry of St Vincent. Worth mentioning
are those in the Hochschule, Vallendar, Germany, with the participation of even Cardinals and many
bishops, in the Major Seminary in Mysore, India, and another in Konstancin, Poland. There were
many more such events and there are still more to come.

Particularly worth mentioning are the events in Rome close to the actual date of ordination of St
Vincent, 16 May. Perhaps the high point was the solemn liturgical celebration at St John Basilica
presided over by Archbishop Angelo de Donatis, Vicar of Rome [since nominated a Cardinal by Pope
Francis]. It was followed by another spiritual moment, in our own church of SS Salvatore in Onda,
with the participation of many members of our spiritual family [see above]. The celebrations were
made all the more beautiful because of the active involvement of the members of the Union in Italy.
It is heartening to see how the UAC is beginning to flower afresh in Italy under efficient leadership.
The General Council of the Society invited to Rome one newly-ordained priest from each world-wide
entity, to follow the footsteps of our Founder for the entire week attached to the 16 May Jubilee. I
am sure that none of these young confreres will ever forget that trip! Thanks to Fr Jozef Lasak,
General Secretary for Formation, who coordinated this programme.
The Jubilee is not only a moment to recall a past event. It is a moment of thanksgiving. It is an
opportunity to relive a past event and make it real, inspiring and challenging for the present and for
the future. May the evangelical spirit and testimony of this Roman saint continue to penetrate our
lives and apostolic activities with the same salvific zeal of the Eternal Priest, Jesus Christ.
I renew Fr Ray’s invitation to share your Pallottine life and apostolate through this bulletin. So many
wonderful things happen in the Pallottine world. If we do not share them, they will remain like
hidden treasures. By sharing them, we edify each other and fill ourselves with much hope and
enthusiasm for the future.
Jacob Nampudakam sac – Rome – ITALY
30.05.18
jnampudakam@gmail.com
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item 525

another of the Pope’s surprises

Our Pope Francis is a Pope of surprises and he certainly surprised
the Church when he announced the creation of five new cardinals
on May 21st 2017. Coming from diverse parts of the world – El
Salvador, Mali, Sweden, Spain and Laos – four of the five represent
countries that have never before had a cardinal.
Among those was Bishop Louis-Marie Ling Mangkhanekhoun,
Apostolic Administrator of Vientiane in Laos. Laos is a country
under communist rule where Catholics are in a minority,
numbering just 46,000, less than 1% of the population. There are
still no dioceses in the country, just apostolic vicariates,
comprising 67 Catholic parishes attended by less than 20 priests.
The Consistory took place on June 28th 2017 and on that occasion it was announced that Cardinal
Ling Mangkhanekhoun was appointed as Cardinal Titular of the Basilica of San Silvestro which has
been home to the Pallottines since 1887.
The Cardinal formally took possession of the Basilica on
Sunday 22nd of April 2018. Rector Fr John Fitzpatrick sac and
Fr Rory Hanly sac, vice-rector, organized the ceremony
together with Msgr Vincenzo Peroni, the Papal Cerimoniere,
or Master of Ceremonies. The initial part of the ceremony
took place at the entrance to the basilica and then continued
with concelebrated Mass at which the Cardinal was the main
celebrant and homilist.
In his words of welcome John Fitzpatrick spoke of the long
tradition of appointing a Cardinal Titular to the church, the
first such appointment being made in 1517, and he
remembered fondly the last Cardinal Titular, the late Cardinal
Desmond Connell of Dublin who died in February 2017.
Cardinal Ling was baptised in 1952. He entered the Institute
Voluntas Dei, which was founded in Canada in 1958 by Fr
Louis Marie Parent omi. It is a Secular Institute and it’s first
mission was to Laos. He received his formation in Edmonton, Canada, and was ordained a priest in a
hurried ceremony in a refugee camp on 5 November 1972 for the Apostolic Vicariate of Vientiane;
he spent the years 1984 to 1987 in prison. He was appointed Apostolic Vicar of Pakse by Pope John
Paul II in 2000, and coincidentally was ordained Bishop on 22 April 2001.
His cousin, Luc Sy, was a married catechist, and was martyred in 1970; the decree of martyrdom was
issued by Pope Francis in June 2016 and he was beatified on 11 December 2017. Martyrdom has
marked the life and ministry of Cardinal Ling - he was present when two companions were
martyred.
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Cardinal Ling was accompanied by his secretary, Fr Lu, also by Fr Roland Jacques omi who ministers
in Vietnam and Fr Thomas Klosterkamp omi, the Postulator General. The community at San Silvestro
invited the Rector General, Fr Jacob Nampudakam and other priests from the communities in Rome
and friends of the San Silvestro community. The members of the General Coordination Council of
the Union which was meeting in Rome that week, also participated.

The Mass was solemn, yet joyful, prayerful and celebratory and the Link Community choir of San
Silvestro, which celebrated its 41st anniversary last year, animated the liturgy with great passion.
Students from the Irish College and a student with the Canons Regular of St Augustine were the
acolytes and altar servers. All those present took part in refreshments in the courtyard and Cardinal
Ling mixed with everybody and very willingly posed for photographs.
The Cardinal impressed everybody with his personal warmth, simplicity and openness.
Derry Murphy sac – Dublin – IRELAND
28.05.18
motherofdivinelove@gmail.com
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