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E-BULLETIN #281                                                         30-Jul-17 
 

"Let the holiness of God shine forth" (cf. Mt 5, 16) 

 
item 519  

“…a great joy for us all…” 
	
At	this	time	of	the	year,	as	we	celebrate	the	ordination	to	the	priesthood	of	four	of	our	members,	it	is	a	great	
joy	for	us	all	and	a	very	welcome	injection	of	new	life	and	hope.	In	Ireland	we	had	the	ordination	of	two	of	
them	–	Liam	O’Donovan	on	17	June	in	Slieverue,	Co.	Kilkenny	and	Charles	Lafferty	on	29	June	in	Ardmore,	
Co.	Derry.		
	
The	ordaining	bishops	delivered	very	challenging	and	thought-provoking	homilies.	I	was	struck	by	how	each	
wove	into	their	discourse	elements	of	our	Pallottine	charism,	spirituality	and	apostolic	spirit	and	in	particular	
how	the	aspects	they	mentioned	had	struck	a	personal	chord	with	each	bishop.	So	I	decided	to	offer	some	
excerpts	from	their	homilies	here.	
	
	

Bishop	Alphonsus	Cullinan		
Bishop	“Phonsie”	ordained	Liam	[pictured	with	his	uncle,	Fr	Pat	Dwyer	sac],	 titling	his	homily:	“The	
giving	of	self”	–	the	giving	of	self	to	others	who	are	searching	for	meaning	and	a	reason	to	live.		
	
A	central	 truth	of	 the	Christian	 life	 is	 that	God	 is	shepherd	of	his	people.	Vincent	Pallotti,	aware	of	
this,	strove	to	model	himself	on	Jesus	Christ	and	believed	this	is	the	way	to	become	who	we	truly	are.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



 2 

The	Bishop	asked	‘how	do	we	model	ourselves	on	Him?’	 In	reply	he	quoted	Vincent:	“to	follow	our	
Lord	Jesus	Christ	we	need	above	all	his	spirit.	This	means	all	inner	actions	of	our	soul	must	be	similar	
to		those		of		Jesus,		so		that		we		may	then	truly	follow	him	also	in	his	exterior	actions.”	It	was	Vincent		
Pallotti’s	life-long	struggle	to	live	in	the	mystery	of	the	presence	of	God	who	is	infinite.		
	
Liam	was	 reminded	 that	 priesthood	 is	 not	 a	 trophy,	 rather	 it	 is	 a	 service	 to	 the	 people	 of	God.	 In	
essence	 it	 is	 to	be	a	 sharer	 in	 the	work	of	 Jesus	Christ.	He	was	encouraged	 to	work	 together	with	
other	Pallottines	to	gather	 the	 flock	of	God,	 in	God	and	 in	 Jesus	Christ.	With	a	spirit	of	 realism	the	
Bishop	 warned	 Liam	 that	 he	 will	 suffer,	 as	 Vincent	 did.	 He	 will	 suffer	 insults,	 persecutions	 and	
difficulties.		
	
And	he	concluded	by	urging	Liam	to	be	a	faithful	man	of	prayer,	also	to	be	like	Pallotti	and	have	a	real	
and	 living	devotion	 to	Mary.	And	 finally	his	prayer	 for	Liam	was:	“May	Mary,	 the	Mother	of	Divine	
Love,	guide	and	protect	you	to	be	a	good	priest	of	the	eternal	priest.”	
	
	
Bishop	Donal	McKeown		
Bishop	Donal	ordained	Charles.	He	began	by	asking	him	a	question:	’What	can	I	say	to	you	Charles,	as	
you	come	before	 the	Lord	 to	be	ordained	 for	 service	 in	 the	Pallottines?’.	He	 then	developed	 three	
points.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
In	the	first	he	referred	to	our	wonderful	Pallottine	scriptural	motto	–	‘Caritas	Christi	urget	nos’	[the	
love	of	God	urges	us	on].	He	noted	that	it	is	the	strong	experience	of	this	love	which	overwhelms	us	
and	enables	us	to	 leave	our	comfort	zone	and	answer	a	call.	Our	response	to	that	call	 is	to	 live	the	
Truth,	to	preach	the	Truth.	
	
Secondly,	 Bishop	 Donal	 reminded	 us	 that	 our	 institute’s	 full	 title	 is	 the	 Society	 of	 the	 Catholic	
Apostolate	and	that	Vincent	Pallotti	focused	on	the	call	to	all	the	baptised	to	spread	the	Good	News.	
He	 spoke	 of	 the	 temptation	 to	 clericalism	 in	 the	 church,	 of	 a	 reduction	 of	 the	 role	 of	 the	 laity	 to	
‘helping	the	priest’,	which	is	not	a	development	of	the	vision	of	Christifideles	Laici	[Pope	John	Paul	II’s	
Dec	1988	letter	on	the	vocation	and	mission	of	the	laity].		
	
He	continued	by	noting	“The	 real	apostolate	 that	Vincenzo	Pallotti	prophetically	promoted	was	 for	
the	mission	of	the	ordained	to	preach,	sanctify	and	lead	AND	for	the	mission	of	each	member	of	the	
non-ordained	to	have	an	apostolate	within	the	missionary	people.”	He	affirmed	that	the	evangelising	
apostolate	of	the	church	can	be	carried	out	by	every	baptised	member.	He	observed	that	“the	vision	
of	the	Pallottines	is	one	that	we	need	in	modern	Ireland.”		
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He	urged	Charles:	“Be	proud	of	your	heritage	and	share	it	with	the	rest	of	the	local	church	where	we	
have	not	developed	a	vibrant	lay	apostolate	for	all.	Be	a	sign	of	the	wisdom	of	Pallotti	to	our	modern	
church.”		
	
In	his	third	point	he	noted	that	Charles	is	taking	on	a	difficult	role,	one	which	is	counter-cultural,	but	
by	which	one	is	meant	to	be	a	sign,	an	icon	of	Christ	to	this	generation.	And	he	wisely	said	that	the	
priest	may	be	asked	to	suffer	 for	people	but	that	“the	really	hard	bit	 is	 to	suffer	with	people.”	The	
challenge	is	to	be	configured	to	Jesus	Christ	and	to	take	Saints	Peter	and	Paul	and	indeed	St	Vincent	
himself	as	role	models.	And	he	concluded	with	a	quotation	from	St	Vincent:	“Seek	God	and	find	him;	
seek	 him	 in	 all	 things	 and	 find	 him	 in	 all	 things;	 seek	 him	 always	 and	 always	 find	 him”	 and	 an	
exhortation	to	“do	that	and	the	Lord	will	help	you	to	do	great	things,	because	of	your	dedication	and	
despite	your	frailties.”		

	
It	is	interesting	to	note	how	others	see	our	charism	and	way	of	life	and	what	they	take	from	it.		
	
Both	homilies	stressed	our	particular	role	and	mission	which	we	are	called	to	engage	in	for	the	good	of	the	
church	and,	with	generosity,	to	make	our	contribution	to	the	on-going	work	of	Jesus	Christ.		
	

Derry Murphy sac [IR] – Dublin – IRELAND  
09.07.17 

motherofdivinelove@gmail.com 
 

	
item 520  

new	sign	on	Pope	Francis’	door:	‘Complaining	Not	Allowed’	
 
 

"Complaining	not	allowed,"	reads	the	sign,	found	at	the	door	of	Pope	Francis's	private	room	in	the	Santa	Marta	
residence.	(Credit:	Vatican	Insider.)	

	
 
Complaining	 in	 Pope	 Francis’s	 room	 is	 not	 allowed,	 at	 least	 according	 to	 a	 sign	 now	 hanging	 on	 his	
door	 at	 the	 Domus	 Santa	 Marta,	 the	 residence	 on	 Vatican	 grounds	 where	 he’s	 lived	 since	 the	
beginning	of	his	pontificate.	
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“Complaining	Not	Allowed”	(in	Italian,	Vietato	Lamentarsi),	reads	the	sign,	which	was	recently	spotted	
on	the	pope’s	door	by	long-time	Italian	Vatican	watcher	Andrea	Tornielli.	 In	much	smaller	print,	a	red	
warning	on	the	sign	defines	this	as	the	first	law	in	the	protection	of	one’s	health	and	well-being.	
	
The	 sign	 also	warns	 transgressors,	 saying	 that	 they’re	 subject	 to	 developing	 a	 “victim	 complex”	with	
the	subsequent	“diminution	of	their	sense	of	humor	and	ability	to	solve	problems.”	
	
Complaining	in	the	presence	of	children,	the	sign	warns,	would	lead	to	a	double	sanction.	
	
The	 recent	 addition	 to	 Pope	 Francis’s	 door	 closes	 on	 a	more	 upbeat	 note,	 advising	 readers	 that	 “to	
become	 the	best	of	 yourself,	 you	have	 to	 concentrate	on	your	own	potential	 and	not	on	your	 limits,	
therefore:	Stop	complaining,	and	act	to	make	your	life	better.”	
	
The	 sign	 was	 produced	 by	 Italian	 psychologist	 and	 psychotherapist	 Salvo	 Noé,	 who	 gave	 it	 to	 the	
pontiff	after	a	June	14	weekly	audience.	Noé	specializes	in	psychology	in	work	environments,	and	gives	
well-being	lectures	to	universities,	security	forces	and	companies.	
	
According	to	Tornielli,	who	got	the	picture	and	background	from	“an	old	priest	who	was	with	the	pope	
earlier	 this	 week,”	 Francis	 promised	 to	 put	 it	 up	 on	 his	 office	 door,	 but	 seeing	 it	 would	 look	 out	 of	
place	in	the	Apostolic	Palace,	he	decided	instead	to	put	it	in	the	Santa	Marta.	
	
Though	 Room	 201	 is	 considered	 the	 pope’s	 private	 quarters,	 he’s	 often	 welcomed	 people	 there,	
mostly	long-time	friends	who	are	not	part	of	his	public	agenda.	
	
Francis	has	 spoken	about	 the	dangers	of	 excessive	 complaining	many	 times,	 including	early	on	 in	his	
pontificate	when	 he	 said	 that	 Christians	who	 complain	 too	much	 or	 are	melancholic,	 “have	more	 in	
common	with	pickled	peppers	than	the	joy	of	having	a	beautiful	life.”	
	
A	 year	 later,	 during	 one	 of	 his	 daily	 morning	 Masses,	 in	 Santa	 Marta,	 the	 Argentine	 pope	 warned	
against	exaggerating	difficulties	compared	to	those	undergoing	major	tragedies	when	praying.	
	
“Our	life	is	too	easy,	our	complaints	are	over-dramatized,”	the	pontiff	said	at	the	time.	
	
“Faced	with	 the	complaints	of	 so	many	people,	of	 so	many	brothers	and	 sisters	who	are	 in	 the	dark,	
who	have	lost	all	memory,	almost	lost	all	hope	-	who	are	experiencing	this	exile	from	themselves,	who	
are	exiled,	even	from	themselves,	(our	complaints	are)	nothing!”	
 

Inés San Martín – VATICAN CORRESPONDENT 
14.07.17 

 
 

 
you commented… 
 
on #280 The two reports - on the conference in Florida as a challenge to evangelize in our particular 
  world and on the Pallottine Center in Hyattsville, MD. - are a great combination of a call by 
  God and a response to the call.  Thank you for inviting us to reflect deeply on the practical 
  response to the "new evangelization" for our times. 

CF 23.07.17 
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