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"Let the holiness of God shine forth" (cf. Mt 5, 16) 

 
item 515  

football	referee	>	SAC	brother	
	
I	am	Br	Matthias	Terhorst	from	Isselburg,	a	member	of	the	Heart	of	Jesus	Province	of	Germany-Austria.	I	am	
36	years	old	and	have	just	one	sister.	My	father	was	a	metalworker,	my	mother	a	secretary.	
	
What	inspired	me	to	follow	a	religious	and	Pallottine	vocation?	
	
I	 belonged	 to	 a	 youth	 group	under	 the	 care	 of	 the	
Pallottines	 from	 1991	 onwards.	 We	 met	 together	
every	 year,	 for	 a	 number	 of	 years.	 Thus	 I	 spent	
much	 time	 with	 Pallottine	 priests	 and	 brothers.	
What	touched	me	specially	was	the	awareness	that	
they	 were	 able	 to	 live	 together.	 The	 way	 they	
prayed	 seemed	 to	 be	 very	 authentic,	 also	 the	way	
they	 celebrated	Mass.	 I	 observed	 and	 experienced	
this	at	the	Youth	Centre	of	Wasserburg,	Germany.	
	
This	 led	 to	 me	 joining	 the	 Pallottines	 in	 2010,	
completing	 the	 novitiate	 at	 Salzburg	 under	 novice	
master	 Fr	 Jochen	 Ruiner	 sac.	 I	 had	 previously	
studied	theology	and	physical	education	with	a	view	
to	becoming	a	teacher.	
	
What	made	me	choose	brotherhood?	During	the	novitiate	I	initially	thought	about	becoming	a	priest.	At	the	
time	 I	 was	 considering	 practical	 apostolates,	 such	 as	 youth	 animation	 and	 teaching.	 But	 God	 led	me	 in	 a	
different	direction!	
	
Currently	I	am	responsible	for	pastoral	care	in	a	school	at	Hamm.		In	living	out	that	role	I	have	come	to	realise	
that,	as	a	brother,	I	can	still	work	as	a	teacher.	The	staff	reassure	me	that	it	is	very	important	that	I	am	there	
to	pray	with	them,	to	talk	about	the	God	of	infinite	love,	to	bring	them	to	‘church’.		
	
I	do	not	need	to	be	a	priest	to	take	the	gospel	to	people.	For	example,	last	week	I	joined	36	students	and	staff	
from	our	school	on	a	trip	to	Taize	for	a	youth	meeting.	The	students	were	very	happy	to	have	the	opportunity	
of	such	a	religious	experience.	They	discovered	many	other	youths	who	had	the	same	questions	they	did.	 I	
was	glad	to	be	part	of	that.	
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I	am	very	happy	with	my	vocation	as	a	Pallottine	brother	because,	before	entering	the	novitiate,	I	used	to	ask	
myself:	what	is	the	purpose	of	my	life?	what	am	I	called	to	do?	At	that	time	I	was	still	searching,	but	now	I	
recognise	those	questions	have	taken	on	a	concrete	reality:	I’m	called	to	talk	about	God	and	share	that	with	
others.	 I	 am	 very	 happy	 as	 a	 teacher,	 imparting	 the	 subjects	 entrusted	 to	 me	 –	 physical	 education	 and	
religion.	My	 pupils	 are	 in	 the	 16-45	 years	 (!)	 age	 group.	 The	 older	 ones	 are	 those	who	 are	 doing	 teacher	
training.	The	religion	that	I	impart	consists	of	the	basic	tenets	of	our	faith.	
	

	
	
Brotherhood	 in	our	 Society,	 just	 as	 for	priesthood,	 implies	 in	 the	 first	 place	 searching	 for	God.	 Secondly	 it	
means	choosing	to	live	in	community.	Thirdly,	discovering	the	special	work	that	one	is	called	to	do.	As	Pallotti	
himself	said,	everyone	has	a	special	call	–	some	to	be	priests,	some	as	teachers,	housewives	etc.	Equally	some	
are	specifically	called	to	be	brothers!	
	
These	days	most	vocations	 in	Germany	come	from	people	who	have	been	working	for	some	time	and	only	
then	start	searching	for	a	religious	life	shared	with	others.	For	many	their	initial	thought	is	to	become	a	priest	
within	a	community.	But,	as	happened	to	me,	they	should	be	open	to	the	option	of	becoming	either	a	priest	
or	a	brother.	That	choice	is	theirs	–	guided	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	
	
If	we	want	to	find	vocations	we	have	to	go	out	and	speak	to	people	directly	–	in	front	of	their	door.	Perhaps	
we	need	to	pray	with	them,	work	together	with	them	in	community	projects.	We	must	also	be	courageous	
enough	to	tell	them	about	the	vocation	of	brotherhood,	to	explain	to	them	what	a	pleasure	it	is	to	be	talking	
with	them,	to	be	working	beside	them.	Personal	relationships	are	the	only	way	to	understand	others	deeply,	
to	sense	what	others	are	seeking,	the	only	way	to	find	vocations	to	our	communities.	
	
As	we	are	preparing	 for	 the	 Synod	on	Youth,	we	need	 to	 accept	 that	 youth	 are	usually	 very	 critical	 about	
everything.	And	we	need	to	be	open	enough	to	ask	ourselves	if	they	have	a	point.	Conversely	we	must	also	
ask	them	what	they	want	to	do	with	their	lives.	The	youth	with	whom	I	am	dealing	(within	the	age	group	of	
16-45)	do	want	to	do	something	but	they	are	very	unsure	as	to	what.	Somebody	needs	to	accompany	them	
and	to	guide	them,	to	speak	about	a	God	whom	they	can	trust,	a	God	of	hope	and	love.	Most	young	people	
see	 God	 in	 their	 lives	 but	 they	 often	 travel	 in	 a	 zig	 zag	 way	 towards	 Him.	 Youth	 want	 first	 of	 all	 to	 be	
understood	and	only	then	we	can	speak	with	them.		
	
As	I	look	back	several	factors	have	formed	me	–	my	family,	my	life	alone	in	Essen	for	8	years	during	studies,	
my	playing	 football	which	created	a	sense	of	community	 in	me,	and	 fourthly	my	time	as	a	 football	 referee	
who	had	to	act	justly	to	22	players.	As	a	referee	I	had	to	decide,	in	3	seconds,	if	there	was	a	foul	or	not.	That	
certainly	formed	by	character.	My	spiritual	formation	was	done	mostly	in	Taize	with	songs,	prayers,	silence.		
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What	 I	 like	 about	 St	 Vincent	 Pallotti	 is	 his	 openness,	 his	 universal	mind.	 In	 our	 global	world	we	 are	 all	 so	
different.	 But	 his	 concept	 of	 infinite	 love	 is	 so	wide	 and	 all-embracing,	 so	 open	 and	 universal!	 That	 is	 the	
greatness	of	our	founder!	

Matthias Terhorst sac [CJ] – Hamm – GERMANY     
24.06.17 

matthias.terhorst@pallottiner.org 
 

	
item 516 

‘love…	with	deeds’	–	first	World	Day	of	the	Poor	
	

“This	new		World	Day,	therefore,	should	become	a	powerful	appeal	to	our	consciences	as	believers,	allowing	
us	to	grow	in	the	conviction	that	sharing	with	the	poor	enables	us	to	understand	the	deepest	truth	of	the	
Gospel.		 The	poor	are	not	a	problem:	 they	are	a	 resource	 from	which	 to	draw	as	we	 strive	 to	accept	and	
practise	in	our	lives	the	essence	of	the	Gospel.”			[last	paragraph	of	the	Pope’s	13	Jun	2017	announcement]	

										__________________________________________________________________________________	
	
One	may	wonder	at	the	acute	perception	with	which	Pope	Francis	describes,	in	his	message	for	World	Day	of	
the	Poor	(19	Nov	17),	our	current	global	reality	and	his	appeal	to	every	person	who	cares	for	the	destiny	of	
mankind	 "to	keep	 its	 gaze	 fixed	on	what	 is	essential".	 From	 its	 title,	 "Let	us	 love	not	with	words	but	with	
deeds,”	 taken	 from	 St	 John,	 one	 gets	 the	 impression	 that	 he	 wants	 to	 draw	 attention	 to	 the	 inevitable	
confrontation	between	‘empty	words’	and	‘concrete	deeds.’	
	 	
Reminding	 us	 of	 Jesus’	 own	 preferential	 option	 for	 the	 poor,	 calling	 on	 his	 disciples	 to	 be	 particularly	
attentive	 to	 poverty	 per	 se	 and	 to	 its	 often	 masked	 reality,	 Francis	 admits:	 “how	 hard	 it	 is	 for	 our	
contemporary	world	to	see	poverty	clearly	for	what	it	is.”		
	
He	therefore	contrasts	 the	concept	of	poverty	as	used	 in	popular	parlance	with	 its	concrete	manifestation:	
“poverty	 in	 those	 faces	marked	 by	 suffering,	marginalization,	 oppression,	 violence,	 torture,	 imprisonment,	
war,	 deprivation	 of	 freedom	 and	 dignity,	 ignorance,	 illiteracy,	 medical	 emergencies,	 shortage	 of	 work,	
trafficking,	slavery,	exile	and	forced	migration.”		
	
His	acknowledgement	that	poverty	‘takes	on’	the	faces	of	women,	men	and	children	exploited	by	unbridled	
self-interest	and	perpetuated	by	the	instruments	of	power	and	money,	leads	him	to	the	realisation	that	such	
a	 list	 is	 endless,	 especially	 if	we	 are	 to	 include	 the	 evidence	 of	 poverty	 born	 out	 of	 social	 injustice,	moral	
degeneration,	greed,	and	an	attitude	of	 indifference!	His	 call	 is	 to	act	 concretely	and	proactively	when	we	
encounter	 such	 situations	 in	 our	 everyday	 living.	 The	 poor	 must	 not	 be	 merely	 "beneficiaries	 of	 our	
occasional	voluntary	work."	We	are	called	“to	draw	near	to	the	poor,	to	encounter	them,	to	meet	their	gaze,	
to			embrace			them		and		to		let		them		feel		the		warmth		of		love		that		breaks		through		their		solitude.			Their		
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outstretched	hand	is	also	an	invitation	to	step	out	of	our	certainties	and	comforts,	and	to	acknowledge	the	
value	of	poverty	in	itself.”	
	 	
The	Pope	insists	in	his	message:	“Let	us	never	forget	that,	for	Christ’s	disciples,	poverty	is	above	all	a	call	to	
follow	Jesus	in	his	own	poverty,	which	means	having	a	humble	heart	that	accepts	our	creaturely	limitations	
and	sinfulness	and	thus	enables	us	to	overcome	the	temptation	to	feel	omnipotent	and	immortal.		Poverty	is	
an	interior	attitude	that	avoids	looking	upon	money,	career	and	luxury	as	our	goal	in	life	and	the	condition	for	
our	 happiness.		 Poverty	 instead	 creates	 the	 conditions	 for	 freely	 shouldering	 our	 personal	 and	 social	
responsibilities,	despite	our	limitations,	with	trust	in	God’s	closeness	and	the	support	of	his	grace.		Poverty,	
understood	in	this	way,	is	the	yardstick	that	allows	us	to	judge	how	best	to	use	material	goods	and	to	build	
relationships	that	are	neither	selfish	nor	possessive.”	The	call	to	embrace	poverty	is,	therefore,	a	call	to	serve	
the	poor	better	and	 to	make	concrete	and	conscious	choices,	 to	 listen	 to	 their	 cry	and	 to	adopt	a	 lifestyle	
permeated	by	the	sharing	of	resources.	
			 	
This	 appeal	 of	 the	 Pope	 is	 a	
watershed	 reflection	 upon	 our	
way	 of	 being	 Christian.	 It	 should	
generate	 energy	 and	motivation,	
impelling	 us	 to	 friendship,	 to	 a	
solidarity	 marked	 by	 concrete	
assistance	 to	 anyone	 we	
recognize	 as	 needy	 who	may	 be	
appealing	 for	 our	 help.	 In	
concluding	 he	 argues:	 “The	 poor	
are	 not	 a	 problem:	 they	 are	 a	
resource	 from	 which	 to	 draw	 as	
we	 strive	 to	 accept	 and	 practise	
in	 our	 lives	 the	 essence	 of	 the	
Gospel."		
 

Joaquim Salvador – Rome – ITALY  
23.06.17 

jjpsalvador@hotmail.com 
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