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"Let the holiness of God shine forth" (cf. Mt 5, 16)
item 511

young people: faith and vocational discernment
‘I want you to be the centre of attention…’
Pope Francis, in his recent letter addressed to youth
[13.01.17], said:
“My dear young people I am pleased to announce that in
October 2018 a Synod of Bishops will take place to treat
the topic: ‘Young people, the faith and vocational
discernment.’ I wanted you to be the centre of attention,
because you are in my heart.”
He went on to present the Preparatory Document to
them, entrusting them to make it their “compass on this
synodal journey.”
This Document bears deeper analysis. It suggests a reflection in three steps:

•

It begins with the theme entitled “Young people in today’s world”, briefly outlining some of the
social and cultural dynamics of the world in which youth grow and make their decisions. It urges all
who work with them to listen to the concrete challenges they face today, especially unemployment
and insecurity, corruption, addictions, exclusion or discrimination.

•

It then suggests some fundamental steps to begin the process – faith, discernment, vocation – which
the Church can offer so that young people discover, in the light of faith, their vocation. This second
part calls for a careful process of discernment, guided by the Spirit, to help them mature and make
right choices in life.

•

Finally, in the third section entitled ‘pastoral action’, it focuses on the Church’s pastoral role,
identifying people (parents, priests, religious, teachers, the whole Christian community) and places
(such as schools, universities, parishes, volunteering or social centres, the internet) that can offer
vital support through their formative years.
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The Document comes with a questionnaire, intended to gather statistics and thus discover what young
Catholics really think and want from their church. Alongside 15 generic points, there are also more specific
questions applicable to different continents. It is not meant to be exhaustive but to serve as a kind of guide to
encourage further discussion, whose fruits will be available only at the conclusion of the Synod.

The church impels all of us, through this Preparatory Document, to examine how to bring young people to
recognize and accept their call to the fullness of life and love.
We as Pallottines need to actively participate in this event by engaging ever more profoundly in this
apostolate so dear to our founder. Pallotti, in his time, despite his many other apostolic commitments
showed great favour towards the education and human formation of young people. In fact his entire priestly
life was marked by various works and initiatives for them, teaching them to read and write, qualifying them
for employment, providing a home to those who were just loitering about in the streets of Rome. Those he
accompanied came from all sorts of backgrounds – altar boys, young students of various oratories,
institutions of artisans, universities, agrarian schools, groups of young soldiers and prisoners, orphans,
seminarians and young clerics – each cared for, temporally and spiritually, according to their age and
circumstances. St Vincent gave them a good christian, moral and social education, empowering them to be
good citizens of the nation and true witnesses in the church.
Encouraged by our church and drawing inspiration from our founder, we are
likewise called to revitalize our activity amongst youth. The Document and the
questionnaire will prove a great guide to help us discern the pulse of young
people with whom we work, to know what exactly they are expecting from us as
animators and from the church at large. Their responses will definitely help us to
set our priorities and strategies right to make our apostolate more effective and
fruitful. We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can build our
youth for the future, who have all the potential to transform tomorrow’s world
into a society where peace, harmony and fraternity reigns.
May Mary, Queen of the Apostles and St Vincent Pallotti, our founder,
accompany us as we work to reinvigorate our Pallottine youth apostolate.
Roque Teodorio Gonsalves sac [BA] – Rome – ITALY
13.06.17
roquegonsalves21@gmail.com
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item 512

St Vincent Pallotti Institute – Rome
The General Rector has updated – with the consent of the General Council – the Statute of St Vincent Pallotti
Institute of Rome, which is located in the General House of the SAC :
« ...We consider the Institute as a center for study and research on the life of the saint, on the origin of
the charism, on the foundation of the catholic apostolate and on its development, taking into account
the historical-cultural aspects and the development of Pallottine thought. In addition to this it takes
care of the spread of the Pallottine message and the veneration of the saint”
Among its tasks the Institute collects books and contributions on Pallotti and his work, also books concerning
the history of the Church, in particular on Italy and Rome in the nineteenth century. Maintaining and
enhancing history is fundamental to all institutions because, while we are not at the beginning, we do have a
past, a past that we must recognize, study and spread. The story of Pallotti and his time is a very important
part of our Society and of the whole Pallottine charism.
Research is never carried out by a single person but always, in the scientific world, presupposes a working
group, being together with others, exchanging ideas in an interdisciplinary way and looking at the present
reality with its challenges [what would St Vincent Pallotti have to say at this ecclesial and social time in which
we live?].
To this end another task of the Institute is to organize study meetings and conferences which can promote
the Pallottine charism. We are well aware that research development is mainly done with publications. In this
sense, the Institute has made a beautiful story with its magazine “Universal Apostolate” which we will carry
on as a great tool for research and dissemination of research. Promoting events by the Institute is also a way
of developing and updating the charism. Let’s not forget, however, the statement that research is done
together with others so that the Institute is open to receiving proposals from any confrere and from all those
who want to contribute to the research and divulgation of our charism.
In this sense the members of the General House and of the International College ‘Queen of the Apostles’,
because of their physical proximity to the Institute. are especially invited to engage in this work. From the
beginning I would like to invite you to produce research on our charism that we would be open to publish.
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This invitation is also addressed to the Roman Pallottine Sisters and Missionary Pallottine Sisters, to lay
people, academic institutions and other people involved with our charism – in other words to all within the
Union of Catholic Apostolate.
The Institute has the task of managing, preserving and protecting the material in the Museum, in the room
and in the chapel of St Vincent Pallotti. All this material is a wealth, a grace for us who live in this house, but
also a responsibility. We invite people and groups to visit these holy places, but at the same time we are all
co-responsible for their preservation.
The worship and the reverence of St Vincent Pallotti, with illustrations, imagery, pamphlets, etc., is another
task of the Institute. It is important to point out that scientific research cannot be closed in on itself, but has
to dialogue with the everyday people who naturally approach our charism and want to live and become
saints. Whoever approaches St Vincent Pallotti, like Elisabetta Sanna, or whoever assumes the Pallottine
charism, as the blessed martyrs, becomes a saint. Popular devotion is an aspect of evangelization that
touches us to make it clear that God has become a man among the poor. Our founder, who was a poor,
humble man, talked with many people of great intellectual ability, but also and principally with simple
people. In this sense the Institute – in accordance with its Statute – has this task: to promote the worship and
veneration of St Vincent Pallotti.
There are several other Pallotti Institutes in various parts of the world: Brazil, Cameroon, Germany, India,
Poland. We would like to continue working with them to further develop the charism. Aspiring to a true
interchange of gifts, we expect to receive much wealth from initiatives they are already carrying out. The
Institutes are called to work together, helping to live the Pallottine charism today.
The Institute’s direction was entrusted to me for three years. I thank the General Rector and also the General
Council for their confidence in me to carry out this activity. The Director is assisted by a Council consisting of
at least five members working with the Director and expressing the variety of the Union of Catholic
Apostolate. This Council will be appointed by the General Council as soon as possible. As an auxiliary part of
the General Council, the St Vincent Pallotti Institute of Rome carries out its activities under the direction of
the same General Council.
Dear brothers and all members of the Union of Catholic Apostolate, the
anthropology, ecclesiology and spirituality of St Vincent Pallotti are
current. The universality of his person encourages us to dialogue and to
live in this world as christians, as people connected with the city, with its
problems and challenges. We are not an island, our home is not an island
in Rome but, as did St Vincent Pallotti, we live in the heart of the city and
want to talk with this society. The Holy Spirit helps us to live our universal
charism as the Union of the Catholic Apostolate while at the same time, at
the local level, to produce fruits of justice and peace.
We ask the intercession of the Mother of God, Queen and Disciple,
together with the Apostles, to live our charism.

Denilson Geraldo sac [SP] – Rome – ITALY
13.06.17
denil.ge@gmail.com
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sac asia oceania e-bulletin
you commented…
on #276

Many thanks Br Leandro for speaking of the vocation of SAC Brothers. When reading it I
thought of the amazing work of our German Pallottine Brothers working in our Australian
Missions in very primitive conditions – and the ongoing role of the few brothers still in our
country. Some of their history is written, some more is required.
CS

28.06.17
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