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"Let the holiness of God shine forth" (cf. Mt 5, 16)
item 509

Pallottine charism in service of the Church
In recent years numerous Bishops, Archbishops and even Cardinals have visited
our Generalate for different reasons. Of course some of them were invited for
special occasions, such as the feast of our founder on 22nd January every year.
The latest such visit happened on 9th June 2017 from His Eminence Cardinal
Philippe Nakellentuba Ouédraogo, Metropolitan Archbishop of Ouagadougou,
Burkina Faso. He came with a request to establish our Society in his Archdiocese.
The Cardinal graciously included a visit to the room of St Vincent as well as the
Pallotti Museum. He left a message in the book kept in front of the tomb of
Blessed Elisabeth Sanna asking her to intercede with God for the entry of the
Pallottines into his country.
The purpose of this article is to emphasize one point, which has struck me more
than once in the past.
Repeated requests from Pastors of the Church to
venture into new missions and serve God’s people is
not only an indication of the pastoral needs present
in different areas of the world but also an
acknowledgement of the relevance and beauty of the
Pallottine charism. It is worth reminding ourselves,
after all, that every charism is a gift of the Holy Spirit
for the edification of the Church. It is an invitation to
walk together with the Church and participate in its
mission. As an example, an important event like the
forthcoming Synod on Youth in October 2018 should find some resonance also in our Pallottine Family. In
other words we need to be open and walk with the Church by making a gift of our charism.
On 10th June 2017 our dear confrere, Bishop Tadeusz Wojda sac, was consecrated Metropolitan Archbishop
of the diocese of Białystok, Poland. We raise our hearts in gratitude to God for this wonderful gift to the
Society and the entire Pallottine Family. Congratulations and prayerful good wishes to Bishop Wojda! Let’s
continue to support the newly consecrated Bishop with our prayers.
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I have always supported every worthy request from
the church for candidates for episcopal ministry.
Though some of our best confreres were taken
away, even during their period of office as
provincials, we must not consider that a loss for the
Society. These Bishop-confreres are our Pallottine
voice at the highest levels. They spread the beauty
of our charism in the entire diocese.
It is a matter of great joy that on 29th June 2017,
two of our confrere-Archbishops, Bishop Julio Endi
Akamine and Bishop Tadeusz Wojda, will be
receiving the pallium from Pope Francis – a
historical moment for the entire Pallottine Family.
May the Pallottine charism be deeply rooted in the
life of the Church and be in service of its mission.
Today, 12th June, we remember our Blessed Martyrs Jόzef Jankoski and Jόzef Stanek who gave their lives for
God and for the Church. May their life witness and sacrifice strengthen our love for God and his people.
Jacob Nampudakam sac – Rome – ITALY
12.06.17
jnampudakam@gmail.com
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a brother – called to be in and for the Union
I am Br Leandro Benetti sac, member of the Santa Maria Province of the Society of the Catholic Apostolate in
Brazil. I am from the town called Pallottina [in the state of Paraná] – named as a tribute to the great
contribution the Pallottines have made in this part of the world!
My brother and myself
are the only two children
of our parents who are
ordinary farmers. Hardworking and religiousminded, they have given
us everything necessary
for our lives.
I came to know the
Pallottine priests and
brothers already as a
young boy. At the age of 9 I had a chance to visit the seminary in Pallottina. I saw the young students working
together in the garden and in the house. The way they worked together caught my attention and that
impression has never left me even today. Not only that, I would consider their influence as the primary
motive for my religious vocation. A second motive would be the religious formation that my parents gave me.
They were actively involved in the parish, in ecclesial movements and were most regular with their religious
practices.
So why did I choose the vocation of a brother?
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There was a priest called Fr Ermogenio Burin sac, a member of our Province who always spoke about the
vocation of brothers. I did not want to be a priest but, at the same time, did not want to leave the Pallottines.
Fr Egidio Trevisan sac, my novice master, finally resolved my dilemma: I could be a brother! In fact, when I
entered the seminary I had no idea about brothers. That discernment was made during novitiate. To my
parents it was a strange decision because they did not know what it meant to be a brother. It was after 15
years that the vocation of brother was found in my Province. Later I spoke about it to Fr Edgar Ertl sac – now
a Bishop – and he exclaimed: “what a joy to have a brother”! Finally I too began to feel the joy of being a
brother.
I did all my formation, including philosophical and theological studies, together with candidates for
priesthood and that was something very good. Together we made the same Pallottine consecration.

What is the specific nature of the vocation of a brother? I would respond that he is someone who is called to
work together with others. That is the way he has to bear witness to his call by Jesus.
Hence his specific vocation is to live the UAC! I am called to live the consecrated Pallottine vocation together
with the entire Union, to work for the Union, to be among people. There is a certain tendency in Brazil for
people to distance themselves to some extent from priests, but they feel that they can be much closer to a
brother. They do not ask many serious questions about religious matters to a brother but they enquire about
simple things of life, knowing very well that brothers are also consecrated persons.
Brotherhood in our Society is an important vocation. As Pallotti said, our community is incomplete without
brothers.
In my province the vocation of brotherhood is well appreciated and valued. In my own community we live
together and work together. I have not experienced any tension among us as priests and brothers.
Now I am the Director of a school of 500 students, from 3 to 17 years. I work with 36 teachers and 76 other
co-workers. I enjoy very much my work in education.
As far as brothers are concerned, there are so many possibilities for ministry: missions, schools, financial
management, vocation promotion, work in the seminary, parish activities, biblical formation of people! In
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fact it would also be good to have a brother on our Formation teams. That would certainly make candidates
aware of the vocation of brothers. There are so many possibilities of apostolates for the brothers, especially
in the missions, for example Cameroun….Br Zbigniew in Ivory Coast….Br Jim Beamesderfer in USA....the
great testimony of Br Burin Reik - people in Porto Allegre remark of him: “What a nice person”…. the
simplicity and joy of Br Francesco Soncini! These are all living testimonies.
What more can be done for the vocation of brothers? We need to know more about UAC…in this way we will
be able to understand better the vocation of brothers. Sisters, priests, brothers, laity all working together.
We must be also willing to speak about the vocation of brothers…at times we do not do it because there are
not many brothers in the Society at the moment and we think that they are a finished race. It is important to
speak about the specific vocation of brothers and not just as an alternative to priesthood.
The message that I wish to give to the Pallottine world is this. At the end of the Gospel Jesus said: “Behold, I
am with you always, until the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). Hence do not be afraid. At the moment of his
death, our Founder too said: “the Society will be blessed, I am certain about that”.
Once a Biblical scholar said that the reassurance ‘do not be afraid’ can be found 365 times in the Bible, once
for each day of the year! This is the basis for my certainty. There is no reason to ever be afraid regarding the
vocation and mission of brothers in the Society or in the Church.
Leandro Carlos Benetti sac [SM] – Porto Alegre – BRAZIL
15.06.17
profleandropallotti@gmail.com
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I only now had a chance to read Fr. Remy's article/
letter……He presents such a broad view of life, given his
experiences. I am glad I had the opportunity to read two
of his pieces this morning.
MR

on #275

22.06.17

I particularly enjoyed this edition since it was my own
Sisters responding to questions on St. Vincent and UAC.
Their youthfulness and love of Vincent came through. I
also enjoyed Fr.Remy's account of his trip with a group
of Chinese travellers. Here too I sensed Fr. Remy's
openness to God in other cultures.
MR

22.06.17

Many thanks to the three sisters for the clear expression of what the UAC is. Great to read.
Also Fr Remy’s article and comment “I am sure that the distance between different cultures
and different peoples is relative to the distance we ourselves put between them and us” if
only we could recognise that and break down the barriers – I am thinking particularly of our
current lack of compassion and mercy to many refugees living in Australia.
CS
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