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"Let the holiness of God shine forth" (cf. Mt 5, 16)
item 507

what do I like about St Vincent Pallotti?
Kavita
What fascinates me about St Vincent Pallotti is a similar question to what
fascinates a daughter about her father.
Pallotti was small in stature but big in his vision. He was truly moved by a divine
zeal for the church. He wanted everyone and everything to contribute to the
reign of God. He thus clearly indicated too that everyone is an apostle.
In doing everything, at all times, in his/her way, one can be a member who
contributes to the glory of God.
You and me, without exception, are called to live our lives as zealous apostles.

Cristina
St Vincent Pallotti was truly a gift of God and a man of great inspiration for the
church. His charism continues to be a novelty and contains an endless urgency
even today – to revive the faith and to restore charity.
I really like the openness of his spirit, wanting to always work with others,
wanting to conquer the heights with the same love that he experienced from
God. So he founded the Union of Catholic Apostolate.
I like the openness of the work in the Union to strengthen or join forces to serve
the church as an as an auxiliary body.
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Lali
St Vincent Pallotti was a man of God. He was concerned about nothing else than to
think of God.
Vincent really wanted to communicate to others this love of God that he
experienced. He had an ardent desire to bring everyone to knowledge of God and
to do all that is possible to destroy sin and draw everyone to God by doing the
little things. He invited all to destroy evil and to do good as far as possible – in their
own state of life. This openness of St Vincent is something that I like. He does not
force anyone, however his own life becomes an example. His love for God and his
desire to be fully in God was above everything in the life of Vincent.

what is UAC for me?
Kavita

The Union is a gift of Pallotti to the church to be carried out through his daughters and sons in a bond of
Christ's love. In bearing the responsibility to motivate and inspire every soul to work for the spread of the
kingdom of God Pallottines have the Union as an instrument to bring all under one shepherd. The bond of
love, the inspiration of Christ, himself is the basis for this association. To make everyone an apostle, to make
everyone aware of his responsibility for the mission of the church is what Union should strive for.

Cristina

Literally, the Union of Catholic Apostle is a comunion of its members, united by the charism of St Vincent
Pallotti, to revive the faith and to re-kindle charity in the Church and society. So it is a union of Pallottine lay
people, sisters, brothers, priests and others attracted by Pallotti’s charism. However, where there are only
Pallottine Sisters, or just SAC, or lay people alone who work as part of the UAC, united with the charism of
the founder, UAC is already present. Hence, UAC is the communion and desire to work together of all the
faithful, inspired by the Pallottine charism, which demands from all the profound knowledge of the Founder
and his holy desires.

Lali

Every baptized person is an apostle. Living in that awareness is important. Whatever we can do to bring unity
and acceptance, to live in union with everyone, becomes the hallmark of the Union. We are called to awaken
in everyone that he or she has a mission to accomplish in the church. Helping others to rediscover the value
of life, not by doing great things but by doing each day the tasks entrusted in his or her state of life, becomes
part of the work of the Union.
UAC means for me to live well the spirituality and charism of St Vincent Pallotti, above all to discover the
spirit that animated him to bring everyone to the knowledge of God. It means also to lead all to the
knowledge that we are created in the image and likeness of God and that thus all are invited live in unity.
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item 508

a trip in Europe
I'm in the train, travelling from Le Mans to Paris, a day after departing from our group.

My heart is full of joy when I ponder the good relationship we have had throughout this trip. So many things
have been shared and exchanged, about our individual understanding of Suffering and Mercy.
Beforehand, without really questioning what may have been the motives of those Chinese people registering
for such a journey through Europe, I was simply happy to have been personally invited by Fr Ha. I was not
disappointed. The result was way beyond what I could have dreamed of – not because of my being there for
them but rather because of their being there for me!
Our group was composed of believers (amongst them numerous Christians and Catholics) as well as those
with no faith. Both the charisma of our leader Fr Ha, and the professionalism of our group leader Ms Pamela,
combined brilliantly and were the two influences which made the trip so smooth and easy. But beyong that
I also grew to greatly admire the sense of compliance and respect which was evident in all the members.
Indeed, they were extremely punctual when it came to the schedule.

As the days passed many of the participants became deeply involved in a search to be more informed about
european history, during both christian and modern times, eras that were so often marked by Suffering...and
Mercy.
Two weeks! It was a relatively long time. But perhaps a necessary one when I think of the opportunity it
offered to establish really human ties between myself and them. Our friendship deepened as one day
followed the next. The final days were particularly full of such sensitive exchanges.
And then the question – how to say ‘goodbye’? That was once the theme of the last language lesson I took,
before I left Poland for France in 1980. So how does one, in these circumstances, say ‘au revoir’? Say ‘dire
merci’ [‘thank you’] – and perhaps add ‘à bientôt’ rather than ‘à Dieu’.
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Nobody seemed able to say ‘à Dieu’. In fact all would have liked to prolong such an enriching
experience, some by the end speaking French fluently. Many desired to learn it. And they were all open to a
new understanding of non-Chinese culture.
And me? I am sure that the distance between different cultures and different peoples is relative to the
distance we ourselves put between them and us. That span is but the result of what we want for them and
what we want for us. Children don't make such divides. Adults can make them shorter.
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