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"Let the holiness of God shine forth" (cf. Mt 5, 16)
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first Peruvian Pallottine candidate
I am Reyser Paucar Castro, born in Vilcas Huamán, in the region of Ayacucho,
Peru. I am 23 years old.
I was introduced into the life of the church by receiving the sacraments of
baptism, confirmation and communion. When I finished school I went to
Huamanga for College studies but, even though I was very happy for my
family, I still felt that something was missing in my life.
In 2014, when the university was on strike, I went back to Vilcas Huamán
where I met Pallottine Frs Manoel and Edvan, with whom my mother worked
in a home for children. But I spent most of my time with her because, as the
priests spoke little Spanish, it was difficult to converse much with them.
However I did watch what they were doing and I helped them where I could.
One day Fr Manoel had a Mass outside Vilcas Huamán but he did not know the place at all. So I accompanied
him to the town which provided an opportunity to relate to him more closely. He talked about his own
vocation, narrating experiences from his seminary time and told me that I could also enter the seminary if I
wished. After Fr Manoel returned from a vacation in Brazil in 2015 I continued to help him at Masses. The
people liked his work in the villages and schools, also his visits to the sick. It was through seeing these
activities that I was prompted to think about my own vocation and to consider trialling a seminary
experience.
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During that same year I also met the Cenacle Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, who came from India. And
the General of the Pallottines, Fr Jacob Nampudakam sac and Fr Peter Sticco sac [IC] from Baltimore.
In 2016, I started to grow closer to these Pallottines, in order to support them and to know more about their
charism. I also supported other priests in Huamanga, as well as two more in the parish of San Francisco de
Paula. I met the local archbishop and too a group of sisters from Mexico who worked in Vischongo. It was a
really wonderful year and I found it very fulfilling to grow closer to them and learn from them. My family life
also changed a lot, my parents got married and now we are all closer to the church and to Christ. Some told
me that I was wasting my time and would not gain much. But I'll always be grateful that it brought me to the
seminary, and to this place of deeper discernment.
I arrived in Brazil on February 8, 2017 where the Sao Paulo Provincial
was waiting for me at the airport. The next day I flew to Ilheus, in the
Brazilian state of Bahia, where I met with the seminary rector and the
parish priest. Although first to arrive I was soon joined by other
postulants – André, Dailan, Higor, Cristian, Daniel, Everton, Felix, João
and Luis.
This time is intended to be a moment in which to clearly discern one’s
vocation and to discover the path one must take in one’s life. It is a
time to find a taste for God, to take the right direction that will give
meaning to one’s life. It is a time to discern the voice of God that calls
and to distinguish it from other false voices. It is the moment to know
if I am here to be a follower of Christ, to know more about Jesus and
not be afraid of the adversities that might confront me in this process.
For me the first few days were extremely difficult, because of the new
language, culture, city – everything new! – and I almost returned
home. But I realised that the first sacrifice being asked of me was the
acceptance of the remoteness of my family friends and city.
The program of discernment is quite strong and can lead also to the experience of sadness, fear, doubt. But,
in the midst of everything, Jesus is always present. God demands from us interior cleansing, correctness of
intentions and having the same feelings as the heart of Christ. It is Jesus who calls and chooses. He is the one
who knows my fragility, my limitations. It was not by my own merits but by a mysterious relationship of love
that I was chosen. When I feel that the demands are great and that our weaknesses are many, I implore with
humility His help in preserving the treasure that we carry in earthen vessels. As Jesus asked his disciples to
do, we must renounce ourselves. When we place our heart, mind, will and perseverance into the formative
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process of the postulancy nothing will be impossible for God.

Dear
young people, I know that we are all looking for definitive decisions to give fulfillment to our lives so we must
not be afraid to listen to our heart. If we have no measure for anything, it is time to love Jesus without
measure. You too can be the next Pallottine postulant.
Reyser Paucar Castro – Ilheus – BRAZIL
09.04.17
reyser.paucar@gmail.com
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Peruvian mission growing
The mission in the mountains of Peru has recently been expanded by the addition of two further Pallottines
who arrived from Brazil. Also with more sisters coming from India.

With this increase in the number of pastors more parochial communities will be able to be served, and on a
more regular basis. The additional sisters, further members of the Cenacle Sisters of the Sacred Heart, will
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enable the social outreach activities previously undertaken by the local Archdiocese to become the realm of
this Indian community.
Fr Manoel has been there since the beginning but can now count on the company of
two other confreres: Fr Sergilson Brandão Santos sac and Fr Anderson Rodrigues
Henriques sac. Our priests from Brazil now serve across the whole province of Vilcas
Huamán and several other communities in what covers a very large expanse of
territory. They are young and courageous Fathers who don’t fear the dangerous
roads and hours and hours of travel to meet the people in the Peruvian high plain.
The Cenacle Sisters – Chemtabel Chimanbhai, Renu Sangita Ekka, Priti Poonam
Tigga, Anjana Ekka – are paralleling this expansion, serving many communities in
their own right but focusing in particular on an important social project called Hogar
Juan Pablo II. This is a local institution where abandoned children are sheltered and
supported.

This whole initiative in Peru, which
commenced in 2014, is in reality a multinational partnership. Nominally it belongs to
the Immaculate Conception Province, USA
who have taken it on in collaboration with
both the São Paulo Apostle Province of Brazil
and the Cenacle Sisters, whose headquarters
are in India!
It is a significant example of the Union of the
Catholic Apostolate in action.
Praise God!!!
José Elias Fadul sac [SP] – São Paulo – BRAZIL
06.05.17
padrefadul@uol.com.br
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