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E-BULLETIN #265                                          09-Apr-17 
 

"Let the holiness of God shine forth" (cf. Mt 5, 16) 

 
item 491 

possibilities	-	challenges	for	the	Pallottines	in	Africa	
 
On	the	basis	of	Cardinal	Pengo’s	assessment	[#264],	I	would	like	to	propose	the	following	issues	–	among	
many!	–	as	possibilities	and	challenges	for	the	Pallottines	in	Africa.	
	

	
	

• While	we	will	always	have	a	mandate	 to	be	missionary	 the	emphasis	must	be	on	a	deeper	
and	authentic	Christian	life	and	witness.	This	means	‘making	the	life	of	Jesus	the	only	rule	of	our	life	
and	 apostolate’,	 as	 per	 the	 theme	 of	 the	 XXI	 General	 Assembly.	 This	 spiritual	 maxim	 has	 to	 be	
translated	 into	our	daily	 lives	and	apostolate.	Over-activism	needs	 to	be	 controlled	by	a	 culture	of	
prayer	and	worship	based	on	God’s	Word.		
	

	
• The	 divine	 commandment	 of	 charity	 impels	 us	 to	move	 out	 to	 the	 periphery	 of	 human	
existence	and	share	the	Good	News	of	Jesus.	Our	individual	entities,	the	Society	as	a	whole	and	the	
entire	 Church	 will	 have	 the	 youthfulness	 of	 the	 Spirit	 only	 when	 there	 exists	 a	 strong	missionary	
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dynamism.	We	need	to	have	God	and	his	people	at	the	centre	of	our	attention,	not	just	the	concern	
for	our	own	self-preservation.		
In	this	sense,	for	example,	the	opening	of	the	new	mission	in	Malawi	is	going	to	be	a	source	of	life	for	
the	entire	Society.	We	need	to	ask	ourselves	whether	we	really	believe	in	these	words	of	Jesus:	“Go!	I	
am	sending	you	out	like	lambs	among	wolves.	Carry	no	purse	or	bag	or	sandals.	Do	not	greet	anyone	
along	the	road.		Whatever	house	you	enter,	begin	by	saying,	‘Peace	to	this	house.’…”.	There	are	also	
other	countries	that	await	us.	It	is	the	turn	of	the	Holy	Family	Province	[Rwanda-Congo]	and	the	Most	
Holy	Trinity	Region	[Cameroon-Nigeria]	to	move	out,	following	the	best	Pallottine	tradition!	
	

	
• It	 is	mainly	 in	 the	 field	of	 formation	 that	 the	Pallottines	 in	Africa	have	developed	a	 strong	
spirit	of	collaboration.	Our	 future,	as	 the	Society	exists	 today,	 lies	 in	 international	and	 intercultural	
exchanges	and	collaboration.	Lately	we	have	seen	a	tendency	 in	Africa	to	withdraw	into	one’s	own	
entity	 or	 cultural	 situation,	 at	 times	 for	 justified	 practical	 reasons.	 However	 all	 our	 international	
formation	centres	in	Africa	are	of	great	importance	for	us.	We	need	to	discuss	in	this	meeting	all	the	
practical	 difficulties	 involved	 in	 promoting	 a	 Pallottine	 culture	 of	 collaboration,	 particularly	 in	
formation.	Setting	up	a	House	of	Preparatory	Formation	 for	 candidates	 from	Malawi,	 South	Africa,	
Mozambique	and,	as	soon	as	possible,	also	from	Zambia	must	be	seen	as	an	immediate	priority.		
	

	
• Dependence	 is	not	 to	be	seen	as	a	virtue,	 though	such	an	experience	can	keep	us	humble.	
Financial	 independence	 is	 an	 area	 where	 we	 need	 a	 complete	 change	 of	 attitude,	 especially	 in	
developing	entities.	Hopefully	we	can	always	 look	forward	to	financial	help	from	other	entities	and	
friends	–	but	we	must	never	remain	content	with	living	comfortably	from	these	donations.	The	Holy	
Family	Province	has	found	a	solution	 in	this	area.	The	time	has	come	for	the	Holy	Trinity	Region	to	
find	most	 of	 its	 financial	 resources	 from	 the	hard	work	 of	 their	 own	 confreres.	 So	 also	with	 other	
entities	in	Africa.		

	
Good	 financial	management	 depends	 not	 only	 in	 creating	more	money	 but	 also	 in	 its	 honest	 and	
transparent	 administration.	 Financial	 management,	 with	 appropriate	 budget	 and	 financial	
statements	at	every	level	[according	to	Law	SAC	400],	is	one	of	the	priorities	of	the	current	General	
Administration.	I	wish	to	state	here	that	the	future	development	of	our	presence	in	Africa	will	greatly	
depend	on	 setting	up	well-functioning	Mission	 Secretariats	 in	 all	 developing	 entities,	 following	 the	
good	example	of	the	larger	Provinces	of	our	Society.	

	
	

	
• 	
• 	
• 	
• 	
• 	
• 	
• 	
	
• The	Holy	Year	of	Mercy	had	special	significance	for	Africa.	It	is	a	continent	where	millions	of	
innocent	persons,	especially	children	and	women	are	still	subject	to	injustice,	deprivation	and	abuse.	
Many	countries	are	torn	apart	by	war	and	violence,	the	root	cause	for	which	is,	as	Pope	Francis	says,	
the	 worship	 of	 “god-money”.	 Immigrants	 running	 away	 from	 totally	 inhuman	 conditions	 are	
subjected	to	further	humiliation	in	many	parts	of	the	world.	In	the	face	of	all	these	situations	we	have	
a	 special	 mission	 as	 Pallottines	 to	 engage	 in	 spiritual	 and	 corporal	 acts	 of	 mercy	 by	 promoting	
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dialogue,	reconciliation	and	peace,	by	feeding	the	hungry	and	helping	the	orphans	and	widows.	We	
have	a	special	responsibility	towards	families,	which	are	the	basic	unit	of	the	church	and	society.		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Africa	 is	 a	 most	 appropriate	 place	 to	 realise	 the	 Union	 of	 Catholic	 Apostolate.	 It	 can	 also	 be	
considered	as	an	 important	mission	of	 the	entire	Union.	 The	members	of	 the	UAC	must	move	out	
from	their	comfort	zone	of	discussions	and	meetings	and	get	involved	with	the	needy	people	of	God.	
Impelled	by	 the	 love	of	Christ,	 they	must	 strive	 to	become	bread	 for	 the	hungry	and	drink	 for	 the	
thirsty.	 A	 charitable	 project	 for	 needy	 children	 in	 the	 Democratic	 Republic	 of	 Congo	 [Keshero],	
supported	by	the	entire	Pallottine	Family	in	Australia,	is	a	fine	example	for	the	life	and	mission	of	the	
Union.		

	 	
There	are	many	more	possibilities	and	challenges	 for	 the	Pallottines	 in	Africa.	They	will	emerge	during	our	
meeting	in	these	days.	We	need	to	discern	them	together	and	systematically	follow	them	up.	May	God	bless	
all	our	efforts.	Thank	you.	

   Jacob Nampudakam sac – Yaounde – CAMEROON  
  27.02.17 

jnampudakam@gmail.com 
 

	
item 492  

a	new	Pallottine	parish	and	community	–	Karhale	DRC	
	

Monday	20th	March	2017	was	an	historic	day	for	the	church	in	Bukavu	Archdiocese.	Also	for	the	Pallottines	of	
the	Holy	Family	Province.	A	day	made	by	the	Lord,	we	rejoice	and	are	glad!	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
On	the	feast	of	St	Joseph,	with	the	assent	of	both	the	Rector	General	and	the	local	Archbishop,	a	new	parish	
and	Pallottine	community	were	created	in	Karhale	–	previously	an	outstation	of	Burhiba	parish.	
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The	decree	effecting	the	establishment	of	the	parish	 itself	was	 issued	by	Archbishop	François-Xavier	Maroy	
Rusengo	during	a	concelebrated	Mass	attended	by	many	priests,	religious	and	lay	faithful.			
	
The	new	entity	was	dedicated	to	St	Vincent	Pallotti.	Fr	Désiré	Bakangana	Kiyombo	sac	became	its	first	parish	
priest	and	Fr	Ignace	Mugobe	Banuni	sac	the	parochial	vicar.	After	their	solemn	profession	of	faith	there	came	
a	 symbolic	 handing	 over	 of	 the	 presidential	 chair,	 the	 tabernacle	 key,	 the	 confessional,	 the	 bell,	 the	
baptistery	and	the	sacramental	registers.		

	
The	 decree	 effecting	 the	
establishment	of	 the	community	
was	 issued	by	 Provincial	 Eugene	
Niyonzima	 sac.	 He	 formally	
placed	 the	Pallottines	under	 the	
care	 of	 St	 Boniface,	 in	
remembrance	 of	 their	 confrere	
Fr	 Boniface	 Haguminshuti	 sac,	
who	drowned	in	Lake	Kivu.	
	
In	 his	 homily	 the	 Archbishop	
exhorted	 the	 faithful	 to	 always	
‘build	the	temple	of	the	Lord.’		
	

	
Fr	 Eugene	 joyously	 interpreted	
this	 new	 outreach	 as	 the	
fulfillment	of	St	Vincent’s	death-
bed	 prophecy,	 that	 God	 would	
bless	his	new	foundation.	At	the	
same	 time	 he	 reminded	 his	
confreres	 of	 our	 Pallottine	
motto	 ‘the	 love	 of	 Christ	 urges	
us.’	He	asked	them	to	be	urged	
by	 love	 of	 Christ	 and	 of	 our	
brothers	 and	 sisters,	 to	 show	 it	
not	only	 in	 their	 preaching,	but	
especially	in	their	life	witness,	because	without	charity	everything	collapses.	
	
Predictably	 the	 rejoicing	 after	Mass	was	 very	 colorful	 with	 sharing	 of	 a	meal,	 cultural	 songs	 and	 dancing.	
Everybody	was	happy	and	glorifying	our	Lord.		
 

Jérôme Niyongabo sac [SF] – Karhale – Democratic Republic of Congo   
02.04.17 

provincesaintefamille@gmail.com 
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