E-BULLETIN #260

5-Mar-17

"Let the holiness of God shine forth" (cf. Mt 5, 16)
item 483

Help stop war in Ukraine, aid children in need
Archbishop Shevchuk

The head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church called on the international community to “stop the aggressor” in
Ukraine’s “forgotten conflict” and help the 1 million children in need of urgent humanitarian assistance.
“I am appealing to the international
community to defend Ukrainian children,
victims of war, keeping in mind that in
our country we are experiencing a
humanitarian emergency in Europe that
has not been experienced since the
Second World War,” said Archbishop
Sviatoslav Shevchuk of Kiev-Halych, head
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church.
Despite efforts the past three years, a
“stable cease-fire” has never been
achieved,
“therefore,
we
ask
international organizations to continue
diplomatic approaches to stop the
aggressor and end the war so that true
peace can be reached,” he said in a written statement received by Catholic News Service Feb. 22.
The archbishop made the appeal after UNICEF released report Feb. 17 saying that 1 million children in
Ukraine were in urgent need of humanitarian aid — nearly double the number of kids in need the same time
last year.
The increased numbers were due to the ongoing fighting and deteriorating economic situation of families,
loss of housing and reduced access to health care and education, the report said. One in five schools in
eastern Ukraine have been damaged or destroyed.
“Hundreds of daily cease-fire violations put children’s physical safety and psychological well-being at risk,”
the UNICEF report said. Thousands of children face the danger of landmines and unexploded ordinance as
well as active shelling in their neighborhoods, it said.
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“Teachers, psychologists and parents report signs of severe psychosocial distress among children including
nightmares, aggression, social withdrawal and panic triggered by loud noises,” it said.
In his appeal, Archbishop Shevchuk said
the Catholic Church has a moral
obligation to speak up for the voiceless,
particularly the children.
“The increasingly tragic situation of the
nation — there are 1.7 million people
displaced — remains invisible in the eyes
of the general public,” he said. Such
tragedy, he said, “cannot and must not
remain invisible.”
Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
24.02.17

item 484

where angels’ wings are repaired…
If one thinks that angels feel no pain they are wrong. They too suffer.
Sure angels don’t suffer from rheumatism, their
wings are not damaged, but that does not mean
that they do not feel pain ... There is another sort
of pain from which they lose heart. There are
tears, against which the heavens rumble and
fulminate. These are children's tears ... from allnight parties, booze, fighting ... cringing, their
knees as if covered with wings, in the corner of a
room.
In such moments angels must not cry, they must
remain invisible, imagine that everyone has
forgotten about them ... because if their quiet
sobbing attracts attention, then someone will
breathe alcohol on them, force them to run barefoot through the snow to the cigarette store, then they will
be beaten and bruised with the leather strap of their mother’s lover because the store had been closed.
The fact that the Lord hears the angels’
tears is well-known to Fr Pavlo Goray
sac, director of a family-type children's
home in the small village of Bilohirya
(Ukraine). Perhaps he is the only
Pallottine priest whom these “angels”
call their father. Eight years ago Pavlo
initiated the creation of a children’s
home in our Delegature of Fatima, Holy
Mother. As he recalls, the beginning was
very difficult. Part of an old monastery
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given for the children needed major repairs. Then there was the struggle to locate Sisters who would take
care of them, the obstacles of state bureaucracy, not-too-subtle hints that bribes would make matters much
easier…!

All this had to be lived through to see how the Lord acts – He revealed unexpected sympathy within local
government, and people who were prepared to donate money.
Over 8 years Fr Pavlo managed to gather an excellent team of collaborators who managed to achieve the
costly repair of that part of the monastery which had been destroyed by the Communist government, equip it
with necessary facilities and furniture, raise funds for a vehicle and even find a generous benefactor who
would donate a flat in a new building in Lviv [the de facto capital of western Ukraine] which can now provide
accommodation for older students who might like to take up future study in the city and thus not be left
alone.
Currently the orphanage is home to 10 children, 6 to 18 yrs old. There are plans to increase that number in
the near future, so at the moment we are looking for opportunities to provide them with proper care and
accommodation.
It is so exciting to dream that one day, when the children’s hearts become adult and the wound is healed, like
angels they will rise to heaven to thank God for the fact that, despite past weeping and barely audible words
in the corner of the room, He heard their prayers.
He located those who could repair the wings of children's fate.
Vyacheslav Grynevych sac [WA] – Odessa – UKRAINE
15.02.17
Вячеслав Гриневич
vgrynevych@gmail.com
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sac asia oceania e-bulletin
you commented…
on #259

Thanks…for your rich and varied e-bulletin. This issue is among the best: I had read
some of the Pope's comments about consecrated life elsewhere but it is good to have
Jacob's report on them here. And Jacob's last three paragraphs really nail the
importance of lifelong formation for me in words that are as clear as I've read on the
subject (though I'm no expert, I hasten to add). Thanks…for sharing them with all of
us!
MB

26.02.17

P.S.
last week’s ITEM number was incorrect – it should have been *482 – apologies!
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