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"Let the holiness of God shine forth" (cf. Mt 5, 

16)  

 
item 432  

first	steps	in	Malawi	
	
Its	now	one	week	in	Malawi,	and	my	appointment	has	commenced	very	well	
	
First	 of	 all	 thanks	 to	 all	 those	who	have	 encouraged	us	 in	 reaching	 this	 point,	 especially	 the	 rector	 of	 the	
German	 Sacred	 Heart	 of	 Jesus	 Province	 [Fr	 Helmut	 Scharler	 sac].	 Also	 my	 own	 provincial	 [Fr	 Romuald	
Uzabumwana	sac]	who	has	supported	this	collaboration	with	the	German	initiative.	Both	have	worked	very	
hard	to	make	this	happen.	

	
On	the	evening	of	06	Jun	both	my	own	community	
and	 the	 Pallottine	 Sisters	 met	 in	 the	 Holy	 Family	
community’s	chapel	 to	pray	for	God’s	care	for	this	
venture.	 I	 was	 then	 blessed	 and	 received	 best	
wishes	from	those	there.		
	
Flying	 from	 Kigali	 via	 Addis-Ababa	 to	 Lilongwe,	
Malawi	we	were	met	by	two	priests	and	a	deacon.	
One	 of	 them	 was	 Fr	 Ignatio	 Chiphilco	 sac	 the	
second	Pallottine	with	whom	I	will	 form	a	ministry	
team.	

	
We	were	warmly	welcomed	by	the	local	Archbishop	of	Lilongwe,	Tarsizio	
G	Ziyaye,	later	enjoying	supper	with	him	and	a	Rwandese	family	whom	he	
had	 invited	 as	 a	 surprise.	 At	 a	 subsequent	meeting	 Fr	 Romuald	 handed	
him	my	formal	nomination	following	which	the	archbishop	elaborated	on	
the	distinctive	characteristics	of	pastoral	life	in	Malawi	and	confirmed	an	
initial	introductory	appointment	to	the	parish	of	Salima,	on	the	shores	of	
Lake	 Malawi.	 This	 also	 provides	 an	 opportunity	 to	 master	 the	 local	
language,	Chichewa.	
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Not	 surprisingly	we	were	welcomed	 in	 Salima	by	 the	parish	priest,	 relieved	 to	have	 some	assistance	 in	his	
heavy	responsibility	for	30	outstations!	There	too	we	met	with	Bishop	Emeritus,	Remi	Joseph	Sainte	Marie,	
who	initiated	the	conversation	with	the	Pallottines	to	take	up	a	role	in	the	Malawian	church.	
	
It	is	now	the	end	of	the	first	week	and	I	am	busy	learning	how	to	read	Chichewa.	We	have	visited	two	small	
christian	communities	and	I	have	already	celebrated	Mass	 in	their	 local	 language,	much	appreciated	by	the	
christians.	Last	Sunday	I	had	Mass	in	English	in	the	parish,	and	another	in	Chichewa	at	one	of	the	outstations	
about	30	km	away.	Br	Lawrence	Zulu	is	supporting	my	language	study	while	the	parish	priest	felt	confident	
enough	 to	depart	 briefly	 for	 a	meeting	 and	other	 courses.	A	 visit	 to	 a	 catholic	 primary	 school	was	 a	 good	
opportunity	to	absorb	more	Malawian	culture.	

	
Over	time	I	hope	to	learn	more	and	fit	comfortably	into	the	pastoral	activities	of	Salima.	
				

Ildephonse Bizimungu sac [SF] – Lilongwe – MALAWI  
20.06.16 

bizildephonse@gmail.com 
 

	
item 433  

commemoration	of	a	visit	
	 	
“Exactly	30	years	ago,	June	22nd	1986,	in	this	very	place,	the	Pallottine	family	
enjoyed	 the	 privilege	 of	witnessing	 a	meeting	 of	 two	 saints	 and	 prophets	 -	
Vincent	Pallotti	and	John	Paul	II.	The	latter	commented:		
	

‘My	visit	 today	 finds	 its	deeper	motivation	 in	my	admiration	 for	 the	
person	 and	 the	 work	 of	 your	 holy	 founder,	 admiration	made	more	
intense	in	my	frequent	contact	with	your	 illustrious	brother,	whom	I	
remember	with	great	nostalgia,	 Fr	William	Mohler	 sac,	who	was	 for	
many	years	Rector	General	of	your	congregation	and	also	a	member	
of	 the	 Pontifical	 Council	 for	 the	 Laity.	 During	 Vat	 II	 we	 worked	
together	 in	 drafting	 the	 Decree	 on	 the	 Apostolate	 of	 the	 Laity	
[Apostolicam	Actuositatem],	 in	which	 is	 the	 solemn	 confirmation	 of	
the	 validity	 of	 the	 idea	 of	 the	 Catholic	 Apostolate,	 intuited	 and	
proclaimed	in	the	last	century	by	Vincent	Pallotti.		
	
My	visit	takes	place	therefore	as	an	act	of	gratitude	to	your	founder.’		

	 	
Later	 ,	 in	 the	 same	 speech,	 John	Paul	 II	 recalled	what	was	 said	by	another	 saint	–	Pope	 John	XXIII	 –	on	St	
Vincent	 Pallotti.	 He	 called	 him	 ‘a	 wise	 man	 of	 outstanding	 holiness’,	 ‘a	 tireless	 apostle’,	 ‘a	 director	 of	
consciences’,	‘a	provoker	of	holy	enthusiasm’,	‘magnificent	in	his	many	undertakings’	
	

mailto:bizildephonse@gmail.com


 3 

St	Pope	John	Paul	II	is	a	name	that	sounds	strong.	But	for	many	years	he	was	called	simply	Karol	Wojtyla.	He		
was	a	much	loved	Pope	from	the	first	moment,	from	his	first	timid	introductory	speech	when,	within	a	few	
minutes	of	his	election,	he	had	to	not	only	read	the	blessing	of	the	crowd	in	Latin	but,	 in	broken	Italian,	to	
improvise	a	short	speech.	He	claimed	to	have	been	afraid	to	accept	the	appointment,	afraid	that	he	could	not	

express	himself	 in	 a	 language	not	his	 own,	 and	 then	 concluded	with	 a	phrase	destined	 to	become	part	 of	
history:	"If	I'm	wrong,	I	correct	me"!	
	 	
	
Immediately	 a	warm	 ovation	 rose	 from	 St	 Peter's	 Square,	 the	 beginning	 of	what	would	 become	 a	 unique	
pontificate	of	a	Pope	of	large	numbers,	of	great	voyages,	of	major	events.	It	became	a	thread	that	always	tied	
John	Paul	II	to	the	people,	because	in	the	end	he	was	the	Pope	of	all,	of	the	common	people,	as	far	as	could	
be	from	the	traditional	idea	of	a	Pontiff	locked	in	by	the	golden	walls	of	Vatican	City.	
	 	
John	Paul	II	was	a	man,	first	of	all	a	man.	He	was	understood	by	all,	whether	they	were	big	or	small,	whether	
they	 opposed	 or	 loved	 him.	 The	 ‘travelling	 Pope’,	 the	 Pope	whose	 disruptive	 changes	 altered	 the	 face	 of	
history,	the	man	who	loved	the	theatre	and	the	mountains,	who	knew	how	to	converse	with	the	mighty	of	
the	world	 but	who	 smiled	 into	 the	 eyes	 of	 children,	 who	 sang	 and	 played	with	 youth	 and	 cried	with	 the	
suffering.	He	was	a	living	and	stable	presence	for	his	faithful,	for	his	Church.	But	at	the	same	time	a	symbol	of	
history	 that	 changed,	of	a	Church	 that	 changed	 too	and	became	closer	 to	 its	people.	This	 is	 the	 story	of	a	
simple	man,	 a	 man	 like	 many	 who	meet	 God,	 who	 became	 a	 priest	 and	 on	 one	 day	 in	 October	 of	 1978	
became	 Pope,	 but	 never	 forgot	 his	 time	 in	 the	 Pallottine	 community	 in	 1946	when	 he	 came	 to	 Rome	 to	
complete	his	studies.	
	
What	I	think	is	worth	emphasizing	is	the	relationship	–	or	even	the	similarity	–	between	holy	Pope	John	Paul	
and	St	Vincent	Pallotti:	
	 	

• It	may	seem	curious	and	trivial,	this	date	of	22nd.	But	paradoxically	there	is	something	in	it.	January	
22nd	does	not	need	an	explanation.	But	as	well	today	is	June	22nd.	And	October	22nd	 is	the	liturgical	
commemoration	of	John	Paul	II.	Numbers	game	among	the	saints?	
	

• What	 happened	 at	 the	 time	 of	 their	 dying?	When	 Vincent	 died	 on	 the	 streets	 of	 Rome	 the	 news	
spread	–	‘a	saint	is	dead.’	When	John	Paul	II	went	to	the	house	of	the	Father	on	St	Peter's	Square	we	
heard	 people	 screaming	 –	 ‘soon	 a	 saint’	 (santo	 subito).	 Usually	 candidates	 for	 sainthood	 need	 to	
convince	the	world	about	their	holiness.	In	the	case	of	these	saints,	this	belief	was	already	present.	
	

• Both	saints	have	had	only	two	loves	of	their	lives,	God	and	man.	And	they	have	combined	these	two	
loves	in	their	ministry.	Both	spoke	of	man	created	in	God's	image.	
	

• Finally,	our	Founder	confided:		
	



 4 

"Having	finished	writing	the	rules	of	the	House	of	Charity,	and	after	reading	the	story	of	the	
Blessed	 Virgin	 and	 the	 apostles	 following	 the	 coming	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit,	 and	 how	 they	
preached	the	sacred	Gospel	in	different	regions	of	the	world,	Our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	put	into	
my	mind	the	true	idea	of	the	nature	and	works	of	the	Pious	Society	for	the	growth,	defence	
and	propagation	of	piety	and	the	Catholic	faith.”	

	 	
And	when	he	was	here	John	Paul	II’s	homily	recalled	these	very	words,	and	added	
by	way	of	encouragement:		
	
"Continue	 to	 multiply	 your	 efforts	 because	 what	 Vincent	 Pallotti	 prophetically	
announced	 –	 	 and	 the	 Second	 Vatican	 Council	 authoritatively	 confirmed	 –	 has	
become	a	reality	and	now	all	christians	are	urged	to	be	authentic	apostles	of	Christ	
in	the	church	and	in	the	world!	"	
	 	

Adam Golec sac [PN] – Rome – ITALY  
22.06.16 

golecsac@gmail.com 
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