
 

 

Dear sisters and brothers in the Union,   

 we are very happy to present to you in this newsletter a reflection on the church of Spirito Santo dei 

Napoletani in Rome, adapted from an article by Fr. Jan Kupka SAC and from other sources, along with other 

news from the UAC. 
 

1. THE CHURCH OF SPIRITO SANTO DEI NAPOLETANI 

Vincent Pallotti received the appointment as rector of the church of Spirito Santo dei Napoletani in December 1835 

and exercised this office until 1846. Here Pallotti experienced moments of joy, but also of suffering. 

 The origin of the church dates from the first half of the 14
th

 century. There are records that in 1320 there existed 

on Iulia Street the church of Sant’Aurea and the monastery of the Dominican Sisters. Reduced to poor conditions and 

the convent having closed, the church was acquired in 1572 by the Company of Neapolitans who instituted the 

headquarters of the Confraternity of the Holy Spirit and decided to build a new church in place of the old one. In 

1799, during the invasion of Rome by the French, the Confraternity was dissolved and the church came under the 

protectorate of the Kingdom of Naples. Over time the church became so manifestly degraded that it seemed 

inevitable that it would be closed. At the time of Pallotti, it was very poor, neglected, the liturgy lifeless, the number 

of faithful very small. The ecclesiastical authorities proposed entrusting the church to Pallotti. It was not a parish 

church and was therefore not constraining. Despite its being neglected and in a state of abandonment, Pallotti 

accepted the appointment with great enthusiasm. King Ferdinand II gave his consensus and Pallotti received the 

office of rector of the church during the month of December 1835. We are in possession of a document dated 

January 20
th

 1836 in which Pallotti, as rector of the church, signed a receipt for alms (OOCC V, p. 771-772).  

 At that time the church was under the patronage of the king of the Two Sicilies (a union of the Kingdoms of Sicily 

and Naples from 1816 to 1860). The rector’s house was occupied by four Neapolitan priests and a deacon. Pallotti 

had the church cleaned, bought new cloths and vestments, but above all he renewed the liturgical celebrations. He 

began pastoral activity, organizing preaching on Sundays and feast days, various triduums, novenas, the months of 

May and of August. He also began to hear confessions and over time the church began to fill up with faithful. In 

September 1837, after the death of his father, he transferred from the family home (via del Pellegrino, n. 130) to the 

Rectory, but he did not occupy the rector’s room, choosing instead a room adjoining the church where there was, o 

perhaps he had opened, a window to have the possibility of looking at the tabernacle and adoring Christ in the 

Blessed Sacrament.  

 From this place Pallotti directed his most important apostolic initiatives: the celebration of the first Solemn 

Octave of the Epiphany 1836); the institution of the headquarters of the first community of the Catholic Apostolate 

and of the College of the Foreign Missions (1837); the help to the faithful during the cholera epidemic (1837); the 

inauguration of the Pia Casa di Carità in Borgo S. Agata (June 1838); the month of May for ecclesiastics and the 

weekly conference of the clergy (1839); the Octave for the second time in this church (January 1840); the care of the 

Military Hospital (1843); the spiritual exercises for the military (1844); the mission to London (1844).  

 Many Neapolitan clergymen did not accept a Roman priest as rector of their church. They created opposition 

and great difficulties for Pallotti so that he had to leave the house attached to the church and in January 1846 he 

moved with his community to the church of SS. Salvatore in Onda. 

 In 1852, after the death of Pallotti, restoration work on the church was begun. In 1860 Pietro Gagliardi depicted 

the fresco representing the “Angels adoring the mystical dove” on the facade, while between 1852 and 1868 he did 

the fresco of the “Descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles”. In 1863 the church was reopened for worship until the 

following century, but was then once more closed for about 30 years.  

 The current appearance of the church is due to the great efforts of Mons Natalino Zagotto who guided the work 

of consolidation and restoration, opening it for worship for Christmas of 1986. On October 17
th

 2004, he allowed the 

General Council of the Society of the Catholic Apostolate to place a bust of St. Vincent Pallotti in the presbytery with 

a marble plaque underneath commemorating his presence and principal apostolic initiatives: In this church of the 

Spirito Santo dei Napoletani / rector from 1835 to 1846 / Saint Vincent Pallotti / Roman priest / founded the Union of 

Catholic Apostolate / and the College for Foreign Missions / celebrated the first Octave of the Epiphany / the Marian 

Month for Ecclesiastics and Lay people / animated the Spiritual Conference of the Clergy / the Roman people / during 

the cholera of 1837 / recognised him / to be a holy priest and an apostle of love. 
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2. ELECTIONS IN THE PALLOTTINE FAMILY 

NCC Australia: During a meeting of the NCC from December 8th-9th 2012, Cheryl Sullivan (Mariana Community) 

was elected President and Fr. Ray Hevern SAC Vice President of the Australian NCC. 
 

NCC Canada: On Saturday February 9th 2013, Dawna Richardson was re-elected as President and Angelina 

D'Almeida re-elected as Vice President of the Candian NCC. 
 

 

Mariana Community, Australia: During the Mariana gathering which takes place once every 3 years, held from 

December 27th 2012 to January 2nd 2013 at Pallotti College, Millgrove, Victoria, Cheryl Sullivan was elected 

Coordinator and Mary Whiting and Anne Dowling elected Consulters. 
 

The Instituto Mariano Del Apostolado Católico, Bolivia: The Instituto Mariano del Apostolado Católico in 

Bolivia celebrated its General Chapter in the General House in Sucre from January 4th -10th 2013, accompanied 

closely by Archbishop Emeritus of Sucre, Mons. Jesús Pérez R., and Fr. Nicholas Dreiling SAC. The following 

sisters were elected to the General Regime: General Superior - Sr. Ma. del Carmen Barrón Cáceres; Vice-General 

- Sr. Ma. Ancila Pérez Villalba; other Councillors - Sr. Ma. Ana Vásquez, Sr. Ma. Micaela Puma Jiménez (also 

General Bursar along with Sr. Deifilia Torres) and Sr. Ma. Jacqueline Rodríguez (also General Secretary). 
 

Theresienschwestern vom Katholischen Apostolat, Germany: The General Assembly of the Sisters of St. 

Thérèse of the Catholic Apostolate which takes place every 6 years was held recently at the Motherhouse in 

Merling. As a solemn prelude, a service was held in the chapel, led by Msgr. Bertram Meier representing the 

Bishop of Augsburg, accompanied by the Pallottine Provincial Fr. Helmut Scharler SAC, who was also appointed 

moderator of the Assembly. The following sisters were elected to the General Council: General Superior - Sr. 

Gabriele Bérjon Falagan SAC; Vice-General - Sr. Lucia Omasmeier SAC; other Councillors: Sr. Hildegard Mast SAC 

(also General Bursar), Sr. Maria Malak SAC and Sr. Paulin Kotas SAC (also General Secretary). 
 

We wish every blessing and inspiration to all who have been elected to serve in these varying positions of 

leadership in the Pallottine family and to all who have completed their service in these roles - may the Risen 

Christ accompany you in your ongoing mission to further the building up of the Kingdom of God in the Church 

and the world in the spirit of St. Vincent Pallotti. 
 

3. NEW MEMBERS 

Perth, Western Australia: On December 8th 2012, two people made their Act of Apostolic Commitment in the 

Union during a Eucharist concelebrated by Frs. Eugene San and Ray Hevern SAC. 
 

Ivory Coast: On February 17th 2013, the first lay people to become members of the Union of Catholic 

Apostolate in the Ivory Coast made their Act of Apostolic Commitment during a concelebrated Eucharist led by 

Fr. Francois Harelimana SAC, General Consultor. Also concelebrating were Fr. Jacob Nampudakam SAC, Rector 

General and Ecclesiastical Assistant of the Union, Fr. Derry Murphy SAC, President of the Union, who received 

the Act from the candidates, Fr. Adam Pacula SAC, Provincial Delegate, and Fr. Zenon Bazan SAC, with Deacon 

Franck Allatin SAC assisting. Each of the new members received a copy of the General Statutes and a certificate 

co-signed by Fr. Derry and Fr. Adam. 
 

 4. FORMAL APPROVAL OF THE TRANSLATION OF THE GENERAL STATUTES INTO SLOVAK 

The General Statutes of the Union were translated into Slovak last year and approved by the General 

Coordination Council subject to the translation being checked by Slovak experts in Canon Law. This process was 

completed in January 2013 and approval given for the General Statutes to be printed and made available. We 

pray for abundant blessings on the development of the life of the Union in Slovakia. 
 

5. ANNUAL MEETING OF THE GENERAL COORDINATION COUNCIL OF THE UNION  

The annual meeting of the General Coordination Council of the Union of Catholic Apostolate will take place 

from May 11th to 15th 2013 at the International "Cenacle" Formation Centre, via Ferrari, Rome. The agenda for 

the meeting "is based on the proposals presented by the members of the Council, by the Presidents of the 

National Coordination Councils and on the relevant current topics in the life of the Union as indicated by the 

General Secretariat [and]... is  approved by the Council itself at the beginning of the session" (cf. GSt art. 86). 

We ask you to keep this meeting in your prayers, that the members may be inspired to make fruitful decisions 

in order to help foster the life of the Union in concrete and dynamic ways so that the Pallottine family will be 

inspired more and more to play its full part in serving the mission of Christ in the Church and the world and take 

up Pope Francis call to become a poor Church for the poor. 


