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"I accompany you thus as I am, as I feel. And, in truth, the compassion I feel is
not fleeting, it’s not. I accompany you in my heart on this path, which is a path of

courage, which is the path of the cross, and yet a path that will help me, your
example helps me. And I thank you for being so courageous. You bear this

condition so well, allow me to say it — I’m not flattering you, I mean it with all
my heart — this is heroic. 

You are life’s little heroes."

implemented by St. John Paul II in February 1993, celebrated every year henceforth on the Feast of Our

Lady of Lourdes.

 

Lourdes’ healing graces, as well as the readings from the 5th Sunday of Ordinary Time (9 February), call

to our attention the plight of the suffering all over the world. This year in particular, I think of those

infected by the Coronavirus in mainland China. With over 40,000 cases reported and more than 1,000 

"Here I Am"
F R .  J A C O B  N A M P U D A K A M  S A C  

“Over the centuries,” writes St. John Paul II, ”shining pages have been written of

heroism in suffering accepted and offered in union with Christ. And no less marvelous

pages have been traced out through humble service to the poor and the sick, in whose

tormented flesh the presence of the poor, crucified Christ has been recognized.” Today,

we once again give life to these words; celebrating the 28th World Day of the Sick, 

Pope Francis to gravely ill children, Vatican City, 29 May 2015



deaths, if not contained its consequences can spread

throughout the globe. Ignorance or indifference to this

situation can be a great mistake; likewise, being panic

stricken helps us in no way either.

 

As the proper authorities wrestle with controlling this

modern virus, we can turn in faith to the Almighty, who is

the sole Master of our history and destiny. Here, it’s

worth noting Sunday’s first reading from the Prophet

Isaiah:

 

“Your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your wound

shall quickly be healed… Then you shall call, and the LORD

will answer, you shall cry for help, and He will say: 

Here I am!”

 

On February 17th, we will celebrate the memory of Bl.

Elisabetta Sanna, the handicapped Mother from Sardinia,

and the spiritual daughter of St. Vincent Pallotti. She is a

great saint most especially for her nothingness. She

represents, therefore, all the ordinary people in the

world, especially the handicapped, the disabled, and the

voiceless who are equally called to be saints. In her, we

also see the humility of St. Bernadette of Lourdes, a poor

young girl who also lived her life in poor health. Due to Bl.

Elisabetta’s frailty, she was never able to return home

from Rome to see her children; and in the case of St.

Bernadette, tuberculosis prohibited her from living fully

the convent life. In these examples of pain, God chose to

change humanity; for “we are called to be holy by living

our lives with love and by bearing witness in everything

we do, wherever we find ourselves” (Pope Francis).

 

On Sunday, We Are A Mission began the 9 days Novena

to Blessed Elisabetta Sanna through our website. The

purpose is to make us aware of the plight of our suffering

brothers and sisters- especially those affected by the

Coronavirus- through the intercession of Mamma Sanna, 



so that God may hear our cry for help and save us. In this way, we may also read more about it and take

precautionary measures. But above all, we wish to tell the hard-working people of China that we are in

solidarity and praying for them, sharing in Pope Francis' message that "Jesus does not make demands of

those who endure situations of frailty, suffering, and weakness, but offers His mercy and comforting

presence.” In fact, Jesus loves- adds the Holy Father- because “He himself became frail, endured human

suffering, and received comfort from His Father.” 

 

It's true that sometimes, as His Holiness reminds us, "human warmth is lacking in our approach. [Hence]

what is needed is a personalized approach to the sick, not just of curing but also of caring, in view of an

integral human feeling... In a word, love. At the side of every sick person, there is also a family, which itself

suffers and is in need of support and comfort." 

 

To you who are sick, you are a tremendous testimony of an unshakeable faith. Remember always to go to

Him, because- as Francis concludes in his message for World Day of the Sick- "in Him, you will find strength

to face all the worries and questions that assail you during this “dark night” of body and soul. Christ did not

give us prescriptions, but through his passion, death and resurrection he frees us from the grip of evil."

 

What consoling words! May Blessed Elizabeth Sanna intercede with God for all the sick people in the world,

especially for those with the Coronavirus. 

www.WeAreAMission.org 

Blessed Virgin, "Health of the Sick" and "Mother of the Living", Pray for Us



Pallottines & the 
Apostolate of the Sick

Poland
In Gdansk, Poland, Fr. Eugene

Dutkiewicz SAC opened the

country's first hospice; serving over

1,000 people today

 

 

Tanzania
In Siuyu, Fr. Tommy Ryan SAC

opened the Children's

Rehabilitation Center, together

with the Missionary Sisters



Zambia
In Lusaka, the Pallottine Fathers,

together with the Missionary Sisters,

run the Marian Health Post, treating

over 1,000 patients in the 1st 6 months. 

 

Italy
In Rome, the Pallottine Sisters serve

at Villa del Rosario, constructed

over 60 years ago at the wish of

General Marta Mazziotti CSAC

www.WeAreAMission.org 



In the United States, each year students from Our Lady of Grace supply bags for those

suffering from AIDS; in Brazil, the youth from Centro Socio e Culturale Pallotti visit the

elderly Pallottine Fathers; in Cuba, Fathers Dawid Walczak & Lukasz Kluska visit the sick at

home. 



Peru 
Fr. Serg i l son
Brandao SAC

Taiwan 
Fr. Solomon

Raj Titus SAC

Phil ipp ines 
Fr . Suresh

Dungdung SAC

India
Epiphany of the

Lord Prov ince
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