
Dear Friends,
 

It is a mat-
ter of joy that 
the Fourth issue 
of the Mission-
ary Bulletin “Faith 
and Charity” is 
being published. 
Rightly, this is-
sue focuses on 
the experiences 

of Youth Ministry in our missions. It is 
a very pertinent topic today. A great 
variety of initiatives are taken all over 
the Pallottine world in Youth Ministry. 
This ministry is to be seen as a signifi-
cant expression of our charism. There 
are Provinces and Regions that are do-
ing remarkable works in this field. If 
we have to make an 
impact, it would re-
quire grass-root level 
engagement with 
young people in a se-
rious and systematic 
way. Follow ups will 
ensure the continuity 
of our initiatives. Oth-
erwise, the occasion-
al meetings will bring 
no lasting results. 

As we often say 
today, the term “mission” must be 
used in a wider sense. “I am a mission 
on this Earth; that is the reason why I 
am here in this world”, says Pope Fran-
cis in the Apostolic Exhortation Joy of 
the Gospel (n. 273). Being a missionary is 
a fundamental vocation and responsibility of 
a baptised Christian. We are all sent to preach 
the Good News of Jesus. As our Founder, 
St. Vincent Pallotti reminds us, Jesus 
was sent as the Apostle of the Eternal 
Father. As his disciples, we participate 
in his salvific mission. The concerns 
of the young people and the mode 
of their formation can be different in 
diverse cultures and ecclesial situa-
tions. Hence it is important to develop 
pastoral approaches that will respond 
to the Youth in various cultural, social 
and religious situations. 

As for the Youth from the Western 
World, one thing that can definitely 
touch their lives in a lasting way would 

be the voluntary missionary experi-
ences in the missions in Asia, Africa 
and South America. I have met with 
young people from Germany, Italy, Po-
land, Spain etc., in countries like Tanza-
nia, Rwanda, Cameroon, Bolivia, Brazil, 
India etc. I must confess that I was deeply 
touched and edified by the Christian witness 
of these young people! I am sure they will 
go back to their own countries as bet-
ter human beings and as more com-
mitted Christians. Therefore, if we are 
serious about Youth Ministry, we need 
to have the courage and energy to find 
and send young people for such life-
changing experiences. In my opinion, 
this is something to be done by all 
means.

The Youth of the developing world 
face other needs and challenges. Gen-

erally, they are 
open to God and 
religious values. 
They are available 
and can be formed. 
Often they are 
hampered by eco-
nomic limitations 
and lack of oppor-
tunities for edu-
cation and work. 
Therefore, the work 
of evangelisation 

will involve in such conditions not 
only spiritual formation but also  cor-
poreal acts of mercy. These young people 
have also the right to enjoy the fullness of 
life promised by Jesus. This is a matter of 
justice and charity. Therefore, I do be-
lieve that our Mission Secretariats and 
all entities must strive to work for the 
integral development of the children 
and young people. A Youth Ministry 
only on paper devoid of solid social 
and spiritual engagements will help 
very little in these parts of the world.

May this issue of the Bulletin “Faith 
and Charity” challenge all the mem-
bers of the Pallottine Family to engage 
in the Youth Ministry all over the Pal-
lottine world with deep commitment 
and passion. 

Fr. Jacob Nampudakam, SAC
Rector General
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Dear brothers and sisters of the Pallottine Family, 
Warm greetings from Rome.
This year the celebration of the Pallottine 

Mission Sunday takes place in a particular context in the 
life of the Catholic Church since, as you already know, for 
the month of October 2019 the Holy Father has invited 
the whole Church to live an extraordinary missionary 
time commemorating the centenary of the promulga-
tion of the Apostolic Letter Maximum Illud by Pope Ben-
edict XV (30 November 1919). 

According to the indications of the Holy Father, the 
purpose of the extraordinary missionary month involves 
four dimensions: “May the Extraordinary Missionary 
Month prove an intense and fruitful occasion of grace, 
and promote initiatives and above all prayer, the soul 
of all missionary activity.   May it likewise advance the 
preaching of the Gospel, biblical and theological reflec-
tion on the Church’s mission, works of Christian charity, 
and practical works of co-
operation and solidarity 
between Churches, so that 
missionary zeal may re-
vive and never be wanting 
among us”(Pope Francis, 
Letter to Cardinal Filloni, 22 
October 2017)

In this sense, the Sec-
retaries for the Missions of 
the Institutes founded by 
St. Vincent Pallotti, in col-
laboration with a member 
of the General Coordina-
tion Council of the UAC, 
have prepared an aid that contains material for mission-
ary animation, with a "Pallottine flavour". These are the 
Pallottine initiatives that concern missionary animation 
during the month of October according to the four cat-
egories indicated by the Holy Father:

a) For prayer (e.g., organize Eucharistic adoration 
or pray the Holy Rosary for the missions or a missionary 
vigil);

b) For biblical and theological reflection (e.g., 
meditate on the passages of the Word of God, of the 
Magisterium of the Church and of Pallottine texts); 

c) For works of Christian charity (e.g., organize vis-
its to the sick, to prisoners, to elderly people, to refugees 
and share with them the joy of knowing and serving Je-
sus Christ);

d) For concrete actions of collaboration and soli-
darity between the Churches (e.g., raise funds to help 
the survivors of the cyclone in Mozambique where our 
brothers and sisters work).

In addition to the booklet of missionary animation 
for the month of October 2019, we invite you to medi-
tate on and share among yourself the message that the 
Holy Father wrote for World Mission Day 2019. The title of 

this message takes up the theme of the mission month 
of October: Baptizedand sent: the Church of Christ on 
mission in the world. In this message - which you can 
download in different languages   from the website www.
vatican.va - the Holy Father calls to mind something that 
is typically Pallottine in the celebration of this extraordi-
nary missionary month:

"Celebrating this month will help us in the first 
place to rediscover the missionary meaning of 
our bond of faith to Jesus Christ, faith freely re-
ceived as a gift in Baptism [...] It is a mandate that 
touches us closely: I am always a mission; you 
are always a mission; every baptized woman and 
man is a mission [...] Each of us is a mission in the 
world because it is the fruit of God's love”. (Pope 
Francis, Message for World Mission Sunday 2019).

There is no doubt that this teaching of the Holy Fa-
ther was also a conviction of St. Vincent Pallotti. He was 

profoundly convinced that 
every faithful Christian is 
called to be an apostle/ 
missionary by virtue of 
baptism. When the Pope 
invites the whole Church 
to pray and reflect on her 
missionary mandate, not 
just on a single day, but 
throughout the month of 
October 2019, it is a clear 
confirmation of the real-
ity and the challenge of 
the Pallottine charism that 
places us in a constant mis-

sionary dynamic not only for a Sunday or for a month, 
but for our entire life dedicated to reviving faith, rekin-
dling charity and spreading them throughout the world.

As St. Vincent Pallotti reminds us, missionary zeal is 
an ongoing commitment because: “Recall to mind often 
that the needs of the propagation of the Holy Faith are 
without number, and such that it can be said that the 
good Catholic does not say we would cry out of compas-
sion if he saw them with own eyes but should almost dy-
ing for the penalty. Repent for having been negligent in 
doing the works necessary for such propagation"(OOCC 
XI, 254-255).

To all brothers and sisters of the Pallottine Family, 
we wish you a happy Pallottine Mission Sunday and a 
fruitful missionary month of October 2019.

 
Sr. Bożena Olszewska, SAC

Sr. Honorata Lyimo Mamiro, SAC
Sr. Venicia Meurer, CSAC

Fr. Romuald Uzabumwana, SAC

Rome, 1st October 2019, 
Memory of Saint Theresa of the Child Jesus, Patroness of 
the Missions

Message for the Pallottine Mission Sunday
October 6th, 2019



Little of my report as 
the member of Pal-
lottine youth at Eda-

kohi St Mary’s Church, 
Kerala India. I think it is 
at most importance to 
remember that in spite of 
my weak personality God 
worked wondrous min-
istry through everyone 
and me in the group. The 
preliminary stage kept 
me board in my group 
with others. The step-
ping stones of retreat and 
seminars, liturgical preparations 
I experienced the transform-
ing power of the Holy Spirit. It 
pleased to share my spiritual ex-
periences in the group with oth-
ers. The present and past years of 
my life in the group an incredibly 
electric years, filled with joys, sor-
rows, celebrations as well grate 
challenges.

In all activities, I continually 
amazed of God’s hand upon me and all 
other group members’. God’s faithful-
ness led all activities to successes.  
I am grateful to parish, convents 
and families. They shared their 
prayers and kindness, each year 
again and again been filled my 
life with many opportunities, 
to learn, grow, share and save. I 
have found my group awesome. 

I experienced people around us 
accepted me for what and who 
I am and found loved by them. I 
had some great events and ser-
vice projects including youth 
mission to orphanages and old 
age homes, visit to pilgrimage 
centers, conventions, grate high 
fellowships, inspiring 
Mission Sunday activi-
ties, cleaning church 
and surroundings, Tree 
Plantation, Cultural 
celebrations, collect-
ing old materials to sell 
and make money to serve the 
poor and needy. Financial l sup-
port to the poor cancer patients 
with the collaborations of private 
Bus owners of the city.

I have laughed, cried, served, 
prayed and played, but most in 
almost I felt love of Jesus for me 
and His presences in our midst. 
The group continued to help min-
istry of House and Aged support-
ed to construct houses and liveli-
hood other aged and helped the 
students providing educational 
materials. The liturgical events 
of the Christmas and Easter cel-
ebrated meaning fully including 

prayer and action. These 
events filled me with out-
pouring of love for the 
church. I believe and I am 
convincing that these ex-
periences with trails are 
continued to help me to 
stand together as com-
munity of faith. All the 
activities provided me a 
structure for my person-
ality to care me, friend, 
family and the society. 
The celebration of New 
Year I excited about the 

importance of the welcoming of 
the New Year to my life meaning-
fully. Even more awesome than 
all activities or plan are the op-
portunity for me to know closer 
Jesus in my life each new year. 
Hopefully I have good harvesting 

time being together in 
the group as we jour-
ney together.

In the group on 
personal level I am 
committed to serve 
with my personal and 

professional integrity. My group 
experience moves me towards to 
help those struggling, bringing 
those hurting, hope to those lives 
are clouded with uncertainty. It 
would awful for me to think, to-
day obliviously not, I could alone 
but with the group made eve-
rything possible. However, that 
makes me excited about how God 
guided all of us, as we worked to-
gether.  I thank God for giving me this 
opportunity to serve other and grow 
as a Pallottine Youth. It is wonderful! 
Thank you!

Alen Antony

The Pallottine Youth Ministry 
at Edakohi (Kerala-India)
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The Pallottine Youth Ministry 
in Maranhão (Brazil)

We, the Pallottine Mission-
ary Sisters in the State 
of Maranhão (Northeast 

Brazil) are currently a communi-
ty of 6 Sisters and 2 Novices. We 
work hand in hand with the Pallot-
tine Fathers and with many com-
mitted lay people, among them 
about 70 members of the UAC, 
in two Pallottine Parishes in the 
city of Codó - and we maintain a 
social project for the youth in the 
periphery of Teresina, the capital 
of the State of Piauí. The situation 
of the youth of Maranhão, one of 
the poorest states in the coun-
try, is characterized by poverty in 
general, lack of jobs and lack of 
prospects for life. There are young 
people who migrate in search of 
a better future. Most of the fami-
lies are incomplete, with the ab-
sence of the father of the family, 
by abandonment of the family or 
by the need to seek work outside 
the state.  This leads many young 
people to immature marriage or 
drug use that generates a lot of 
violence. The number of young 
people who lose the meaning of 
life and even commit suicide is 
frightening. 

We work in various fields 
with these young people who are 
wounded by the lack of a healthy 
family and fair opportunities: 

• Professional work: as a teacher 
of adolescents at school (one 
sister).

• Pastoral work: formation of 
young people engaged in 
parishes in youth ministry, 
forming youth leaders and 
young catechists in the city 
and countryside, youth choirs 
of the church, altar boys - 
three sisters).

• Social work in youth social 
projects -two sisters: (organ-
izing courses in 
handicrafts, ca-
poeira, guitar...) for 
the prevention of 
drug abuse and the 
training of young 
people in various 
areas, thus promot-
ing their self-es-
teem. We work with 
young people at 
risk (young people 
from the periphery of the city 
and the rural area) and with 
young drug users (in the ther-
apeutic community of Mother 
of Divine Love). Some of these 
projects are financially sup-
ported by the German Prov-
ince of the Missionary Sisters 
and their benefactors. 
Challenges that we encoun-

ter in young people: the instabil-

ity of young people, their lack of 
perseverance hinders continu-
ous work; the difficulty of mak-
ing commitments, to count on 
them; their difficulty in develop-
ing a critical sense (alienation 
by the media and other factors); 
our challenges are the scarcity of 
young religious vocations to con-
tinue the work with the  youth of 
today and for tomorrow.

Nevertheless, it is very grati-
fying for us to see the fruits of 

working with young 
people, who engage 
in pastoral work as 
catechists, leaders of 
youth groups, young 
missionaries, in choirs, 
etc. - and especially 
when young drug us-
ers manage to over-
come the challenges, 
and become witnesses 
of hope for those who 

are in the process of liberating 
themselves from drugs. It is diffi-
cult to give numbers, as our work 
contributes in these different 
fields, accompanying and form-
ing  young people, some of them 
becoming multipliers for other 
young people.

Pallottine Missionary Sisters 
of Maranhão 

Nevertheless, it is very 
gratifying for us to see 

the fruits of working 
with young people (...) 
especially when young 
drug users manage to 

overcome the challenges, 
and become witnesses of 
hope for those who are in 
the process of liberating 
themselves from drugs.
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Challenges and Blessings of the Youth Ministry 
in Rio De Janeiro

Youth ministry is at the same 
time a challenge and a bles-
sing. Young people called 

“Z Generation” (2000-2015) have 
their own characteristics, carrying 
with them many virtues but also 
questions and fighting. 

Here in Rio de Janeiro, I have 
the opportunity to confront me 
with young people from various 
situations and realities: young 
university students, parishes in 
high risk places (favelas), young 
people coming from the parishes 
of medium and high classes and 
those on the way of vocational 
discernment. In all of them there is 
thirst of God and searching for the sense 
of their life, looking for ways to fill their 
emptiness. They are young peo-
ple who have almost everything 
at their hand, because the time 
in which we are living facilitates 
and offers this. But it is true that 
the space which should be filled 
and satisfied by God continues 
to be empty. Nevertheless, one 
realizes that the thirst for God as 
manifested by the young people, 
especially those who are living in 
less favorable realities, are really 
looking for the greater intimacy 
with the Lord, in their own ways. 
This can be verified through their 
commitment and dedication in 
the parish ministry. 

The vocation accompani-
ment of the young people is a 
big challenge, because, in the 

context where we are living, con-
secrated life is not seen as a good 
option for life, does not seem to 
have sense and meaning for the 
society. Young people in vocation 
discernment get this negative 
impression of the consecrated 
life and therefore they have a fear, 
doubts and insecurity to take ri-
sks, to go beyond, to come out of 
the ordinary life, to give entirely 
their life in a radical following the 
Lord. That is why they need more 

time to come up with vocational 
option. One characteristic whi-
ch draws my attention in these 
young people is the indecision, 
instability; one day they confirm 
to be sure with the call to religious 
consecrated life, and a day after, 
their certainty is about the mar-
riage. While sharing their expe-
riences, they show a lot anxiety 
about vocation discernment. In 
all my pastoral works, this is the 

most challenging. For this reason, 
I try to do it with more commit-
ment. It is not easy to help them 
to find a true way; it is more gra-
tifying to accompany the process 
of meeting with oneself, with God 
and to come up with vocational 
decision. It is an experience of a 
great importance.

The Synod of the Bishops of 
2018 made a great contribution 
for the Church and society, with 
the relevant them: “Young pe-
ople, faith and discernment of 
vocations”. The desire is to help 
young people, through a serious 
discernment, to discover one’s 
project of life and to realize it 
with love, while deepening the 
relationship with God and with 
others. Let us pray for the fruits 
and effects of this synod in the 
Church and in the world. 

I would like to conclude affir-
ming that youth ministry is one 
of my most important joys in my 
mission activity as a pallottine 
religious. It is something which 
helps to realize myself as a person 
and a consecrated, because wor-
king with them is a challenge and 
a blessing. In order to encourage 
them to find their mission in the 
Church and in the world, usually 
I quote the following words from 
Saint Vincent Pallotti: “The world 
needs somebody to enlighten the flame 
of love, in the middle of the darkness”. 

Sr Ellen Cirila Cavalcante,  CSAC
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Discovering and tasting as 
a young the beauty of the 
Pallottine charism is a gift 

of grace. This means having the 
possibility to grow up on the way 
of faith through a privileged road, 
the highway towards heaven fol-
lowing Saint Vincent Pallotti. He 
has indicated us the road, he was 
a model of holiness to imitate, he 
taught us how to break the Word 
in difficult moment of our time 
and daily life. 

The charism of Saint 
Vincent Pallotti is like a 
rainbow of colors we have 
learned to discover day by 
day in all its aspects: we 
have revived and rekin-
dled our faith through 
the formation provided 
to us by the Pallottine Sisters of 
Risposto, with particular momen-
ts such as monthly adoration, the 
celebration of the octave of Epi-
phany, the spiritual exercices and 
annual work camping; we have 
learned to live charity through 
the experience of volunteering 
with orphan and problematic 
children of the “Small Gulls Com-
munity” and through the help of 

families in difficulty of our local 
reality which have found in our 
“Fire Center” a place of listening 
and support. 

 We have understood what 
it means hope in moment when 
we have started giving out all we 
have been receiving as a gift: one 
of the best beautiful results was 
becoming active protagonist in 
various parishes of our country. 
Our charism of fraternal com-
munion has brought us to work 

for the unity of the 
Church, by becoming 
catechists, animators, 
in-charge of the youth 
groups. God has hel-
ped us to better under-
stand our talents and 
our vocation, filling us 
with blessings. 

We strongly feel the desire 
to communicate to our contem-
poraries the message of joy and 
hope of the Gospel: it is not easy 
to be good witnesses in daily rea-
lities of university, of gymnasium, 
the clubs of friends who do not 
share our faith; it is difficult to talk 
about God to a person who has 
not experienced Him. However, it 
is a challenge that we are called 

to face: oftentimes, evangelizing 
on the road or talking with young 
people at schools, during the 
octave, we have experienced that 
Someone gives us the strength to 
say and do what is impossible!

The major credibility of our 
UAC Youth Group is given in re-
ciprocal affection which binds us 
and makes visible to all the great 
love. We are supported by one another 
in prayer and united with the entire pal-
lottine family working in all the parts 
of vineyard of the Lord. We wish that 
the charism of Saint Vincent Pal-
lotti attracts always young people 
who are able to make themselves 
instruments of God’s work. 

Sara Le Mura
Italy

Discovering the Beauty of the Pallottine Charism 
in Youth Ministry

We strongly feel the 
desire to communicate to 

our contemporaries the 
message of joy and hope 

of the Gospel
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Working with Young People
in Ekaterinburg (Russia)

It is the fourth largest city in 
Russia in terms of population 
(~ 1.4 million inhabitants). It 

is a very modern and beauti-
ful city, located on the border 
between Europe and Asia. The 
parish in which we work covers 
a large geographical area. The 
Patroness of the parish church 
is Sant'Anna and has about 2000 
faithful of whom about 300-500 
people regularly frequent the 
church. In this particular place, 
we carry out various apostolic 
tasks: work in the sacristy; cat-
echesis of children, youth and 
adults; animation of apostolic 
groups in the parish; visits to 
the sick; makingthe hosts for the 
needs of the parish and of the 
whole Diocese.

Now I would like to write 
a few words about our work 
with the youth. It is fairly alarge 
group among the pa-
rishioners, because 
it consists of around 
20-30 young peo-
ple. Among these are 
schoolstudents and 
young workers. Once 
in a week, following 
theSundayHoly Mass, 
we have a moment for 
a meeting where we 
gather to pray togeth-
er, to share the expe-
riences of the week, 
to reflect and discuss 
the themes of spiri-
tual life, to have tea 
together and to share 
moments together in 
a friendly atmosphere. In such 
a meeting sometimes, there are 
more than 10 people or some-
times less.

Contemporary life has a 
great impact on parish life, on 
the character of the apostolate 
and poses new challenges. The 
rhythm of life, its attractions, the 
means of communication, the 

gadgets, the intellectual pur-
suitin the University, bombard 
the young people who often 
do not find the time and the 
motivation to regularly attend 
the meetings. It is a challenge 

for me and for many 
people who conduct 
meetings for the 
youth in other par-
ishes of our Diocese. 
In October 2018 a 
meeting was held in 
our Diocese with the 
priests and the sisters 
on the theme: "Work-
ing with young peo-
ple". After examining 
and reflecting on the 
problems, it turned 
out that everyone 
had similar difficul-
ties - how to engage 
and motivate young 
people to participate 

regularly and more numerously 
in the meetings. We also shared 
the different working methods.

Among other things, I 
shared the experience of con-
ducting thematic meetings al-
ternately: once a catechetical 
theme, then a biblical one - re-
flection on Sacred Scripture, an-
other time sharing of one's ex-
periences, knowledge of saints, 

sometimes stories prepared by 
the young people themselves 
with topics that especially con-
cern them today and engage 
them. With this dynamic many 
young people find something 
new and interesting for their 
lives. I also invite some peo-
ple who are interestedin giving 
some good and new inspiration, 
testify to their positive work in 
life and share their experiences 
of faith. We have invited a group 
of young people several times to 
our parish,who belong to a "Per 
Vocazioni" prayer movement.
Young people from different 
parts of our country lived in our 
parish for several days andwere 
able to spend these days with 
our youth. This has been a very 
positive and uplifting experi-
ence that has enriched us all.

Obviously, these are just 
a few words on the subject of 
working with young people 
which is very vast, withlots of joy 
and also challenges. I hope thatI 
have given you some idea about 
the life of our parish in Yekater-
inburg. I request your prayers for 
us, our apostolate, the parishio-
ners and above all for our youth 
and children.

Sr. M.Irina Cziczerowa SAC
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Experience of Chaplaincy in the 
Pallottine Schools in Argentina

In five of our six parishes in St 
Patrick’s Delegature, there is 
a mixture of kindergartens, 

primary schools and secondary 
schools. Here in the parish of Our 
Lady of the Rosary of Pompeya, 
there are all three of these ed-
ucation institutions present. 
Apart from the administration 
side of owning these schools, 
Juan Sebastian and myself are 
present in a chaplaincy sense as 
well. There are various events in 
the kindergarten that we are in-
vited to take part in such as the 
blessing of Virgen Mary statues 
that go around the houses of 
the students or a day to remem-
ber the Guardian Angels. In the 
primary school, whilst I help out 
with catechesis, we also have a 
monthly Mass and during the 
year there is a major event, such 
as the Sacraments of Reconcilia-

tion or First Communion; or for 
older students a presentation of 
a Bible or a Rosary. The second-
ary school has catechesis every 
week and a monthly Mass. We 
also help prepare candidates for 
the Sacrament of Confirmation 
and each course has a retreat 
during the year.

Our parish also has various 
groups that welcome the youth. 

We have catechesis every Sat-
urday for other members of the 
parish that wish to receive their 
First Communion or the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation. We also 
have a group of Scouts that take 
part in our Saturday evening 
Mass and provide an environ-
ment for the youth to come to-
gether. 

In these times there are 
many challenges facing the 
Church and Argentina is no dif-
ferent. However, ministering 
with the youth of the parish 
schools and of the community 
does offer the hope for the fu-
ture that the charism of Pallotti 
to revive faith and re-enkindle 
the love of Christ has an import-
ant and valued role to play here 
in Castelar.

Fr Charles Lafferty SAC

Ministering with the 
youth of the parish schools 

and of the community 
does offer the hope for the 

future that the charism 
of Pallotti to revive faith 
and re-enkindle the love 

of Christ has an important 
and valued role to play 

here in Castelar.

Pallottine Missionary Magazine

8 Faith and Charity - 4/2019



“To educate in freedom with the strength of love”
Educational mission of the Pallottine Sisters 

in Argentina

By the initiative of the lay-
person L. M. Severi, and 
seconded by Father Guill-

ermo, the first Pallottine Sisters 
were called to serve the youth in 
Turdera, Argentina. The sisters, 
like Mary, also in un-
certainty, in the face 
of the unknown, an-
swered "Let it be..."

Seventy-seven 
years have passed 
since that call for 
the Argentine lands, 
over the years the 
mission of the sis-
ters has gone through several 
changes, always seeking to be 
faithful to the signs of the times, 
contributing to the New Evange-
lization in the place and in the 
mission where we are. As Paul VI 
said: Evangelizing is transform-
ing from within. Like John said: 

"to transmit what was contem-
plated;" all with the ardour that 
St. Vincent Pallotti would have 
done.

At present the sisters are 
dedicated to the educational-

pastoral mission, 
being an active 
presence and seek-
ing to be witnesses 
in their daily lives 
of the charism and 
spirituality left by St. 
Vincent Pallotti, as 
well as, contribute to 
the integral human 

formation of all those who are 
part of the educational commu-
nity, to give evangelical (from the 
Gospel) and meaningful answers 
to the complex and challenging 
reality in which we live. 

I would like to conclude my 
sharing by quoting the words 

of the Holy Father on how the 
school can be a privileged place 
of evangelization: “Schools are 
unquestionably a platform for 
drawing close to children and 
young people. Precisely because 
they are such privileged places of 
personal development, the Chris-
tian community has always been 
concerned to train teachers and 
administrators, and to found its 
own schools of various kinds and 
levels. In this field of educating 
the young, the Spirit has raised 
up countless charisms and ex-
amples of holiness […] Catholic 
schools remain essential places for 
the evangelization of the young” 
(Pape Francis, Christus vivit, nn. 
221-222).

     
Sr. María Fernanda 

Olmos Goyeche, CSAC

At present the sisters are 
dedicated to the educational-

pastoral mission, being an 
active presence and seeking to 
be witnesses in their daily lives 
of the charism and spirituality 

left by St. Vincent Pallotti
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Pallottine Youth Ministry in 
St Peter’s Parish Durban-South Africa

St Peter’s Catholic Church, 
Point Road was dedicated 
to the glory of God in Au-

gust of 1939. Since then, the Par-
ish has been home to so many 
generations of whites, blacks, 
coloureds and Indians. In recent 
years, however, it has played host 
to mostly migrants from other 
African countries who are in 
search of greener pastures, flee-
ing wars, strife and adverse natu-
ral conditions. Today, our Parish 
is cosmopolitan in nature owing 
to the diverse nationalities (Con-
golese, Rwandese, Nigerians, Bu-
rundians, Malawians, Liberians, 
Zimbabweans and native South 
Africans, among others) who 
constitute a majority of its con-
gregants.

In recognition of the pivotal 
role young people play in the life 
of the Church, Pope Francis en-
thuse, “Young Catholics are not 
merely on the receiving end of 
pastoral activity: they are living 
members of the one ecclesial 
body, baptized persons in whom 
the Spirit of the Lord is alive and 
active. They help to enrich what 
the Church is and not only what 
she does. They are her present 
and not only her future”. In af-
firmation of this submission, the 
youth of St Peter’s Parish, Point 
has been very active in our com-
munity life. We have an umbrella 
organisation that holds all our 
children and young adults to-
gether where they gather for 
regular faith sharing and social 

activities that help their spiritual 
development. 

More importantly, since 
2017, we formed the Pueri Can-
tores translated as “young sing-
ers” or “little singers.” In order to 
take up masses for the 2nd and 
the 4th Sunday of every month. 
On several occasions, they have 
been invited to sing in other par-
ishes within the Durban central 
deanery where they have in-
spired other youth by their elo-
quence and commitment. Equal-
ly, our young members have also 
been deeply involved in other 
sodalities in the parish like the 
Altar Servers, the Bible Study, Cat

We remain grateful to God for, in him, 
we live, and move, and have our being. 

We need in the line of Pope Francis 
invest our energy, time and means 

on our youth not only because of the 
challenges of our time, but also because 

if we lose them, we run the risk of 
having empty Churches, with empty 

heart in the near future.

echism and the Charismatic and 
readers. Like other sodalities in 
the parish, they take their turn in 
cleaning the parish on a regular 
basis. 

Nonetheless, it is important 
to note that St Peter’s Parish is 
situated at an area considered 
to be prone to crime and addic-
tion. There is the problem of illicit 
drugs sold on the street corners, 
prostitution, the ‘street kids’ syn-
drome’, daily mugging, premari-
tal sex, unwanted pregnancies 
and the HIV/AIDS pandemic. 
These have kept our parish on 
its toes in order to prevent our 
children and youth from been 
swallowed by the social vices 
around them. Consequently, the 
parish organises sensitisation 
programmes to engage with the 
youth on the dangers of the vic-
es around. These engagements 
take the form of meetings, faith-
sharing, catechism, career ori-
entation talks (where we invite 
experts and role-models), and 
sports activities to help chan-
nel their energies constructively. 

Pallottine Missionary Magazine
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Siuyu Children Rehabilitation Centre: 
a Mission of Love

The Choir practices has really 
been very powerful and useful in 
that line. Most of the youth en-
joy spending time in the Church 
now. 

Lastly, it is pertinent to note 
that our parish also has a large 
population of refugees and ille-
gal migrants from other African 
countries as stated earlier. These 
people are exposed to the harsh-
est economic and social realities. 
Thus, the parish has also organ-
ised projects aiming to support 
children and young people with 
school fees and other educa-

tional materials since their par-
ents and guardians cannot afford 
them. Through its ‘Soup Kitchen”, 
hundreds of homeless and indi-
gent people are fed weekly and 
receive parcels whenever possi-
ble. We also wish to begin some 
skill acquisition programmes 
(Computer classes and sewing 
lessons) in order to as them for 
it is better to teach one how to 
fish than to continue giving fish 
by the hand. We appeal to any of 
our community or province will-
ing to assist us to do so in good 
faith. 

We remain grateful to God 
for, in him, we live, and move, 
and have our being. We need in 
the line of Pope Francis invest 
our energy, time and means on 
our youth not only because of 
the challenges of our time, but 
also because if we lose them, 
we run the risk of having empty 
Churches, with empty heart in 
the near future. 

Fr. Georges Roger Bidzogo SAC
Parish Priest

“For you are precious in my 
sight, and honored, and I love 
you.” (Is 43:4) quotes Pope 

Francis in his letter to the young 
people (Christus Vivit, 114), God 
loves the young people espe-
cially those with special needs, 
he makes them ‘smile’ because 
he sees in them a beauty that 
no one else can see. Urged by 
this love, the Pallottines in East Africa 
carry on this mission of making every 
child smile through their apostolate 
to children with special needs in the 
Catholic Diocese of Singida. 

Like in most parts of the 
world, children with disabilities 
are the most marginalized and 
excluded groups in the society. 
They face daily discrimination in 
form of negative attitudes, lack 
of adequate policies and regis-
tration, they effectively barred 
from realizing their rights to 
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healthcare, education, and even 
survival. Most of them are most 
likely not to attend schools, ac-
cess medical services, or even 
their voices heard. Their disabili-
ties place them at a high risk of 
physical, emotional, and sexual 
abuse. They are often denied 
their right to proper nutrition. 
Like in Tanzania, children with 
albinism are victims of murder 
due to witchcrafts who think 
that they can gain wealth by pos-
sessing some of their body parts, 
whereas those with other disabil-
ities nobody cares. 

The Pallottines find it an in-
dispensable role to reach out 
to them in their peripheries, so 
that they too can experience the 
love and joy of being loved by 
God who sends us to work with 
and among them. We have a vi-
sion where every child grows up 
health, protected from any form 
of harm and educated, so that 
they can reach their potential, 
where God wants them to be. 
This is our goal and day by day 
we work to make this dream a re-
ality. To give them their rights in 
love, they will learn to love. 

Most of our children we have 
come from the poorest families 
who cannot afford to support 
other children 
without difficul-
ties. The schools 
which receive 
them do not 
have adequate 
infrastructure to 
a c c o m m o d a t e 
them including 
wheelchair accessible toilets. This 
makes our working with children 
very challenging.

However, with good collabo-
ration with the UAC lay members 
and Pallottine Sisters in Siuyu 
Singida. These provide volun-

tary services as care-takers, oc-
cupational therapy, physiother-
apy, cooking for those living in 
the centre among others. The 
Christian community and other 
people of good will sustain the 
Centre by their monetary dona-
tions and other gifts in-kind. That 
is how the centre has run for the 
last 10 years. It is interesting that 
it is only at this centre where the 
members of UAC meet at a daily 
basis in service to the children, 
i.e. Pallottine Fathers, Pallottine 
Sisters and UAC lay associates.

Our confrere, Fr. Tom Ryan is 
the initiator and 
director of this 
Centre which 
has played an 
incredible role 
in the Region; 
he carries on this 
apostolate with 
joy and tremen-

dous enthusiasm. We are very 
grateful to him for such an inspi-
ration. Alongside Fr. Tommy is Sr. 
Rose Ombay, SAC who is a pro-
fession Occupational Therapist. 
She helps also in physiotherapy 

as well as overall coordination of 
the activities at the centre. 

Our charism takes roots when-
ever we proclaim the gospel of Christ 
through our actions, those actions of 
love to the little ones of the Lord. We 
have another centre which is of-
ten left out, which is in Arusha, 
The Faraja Centre in Arusha, it 
equally provides physiotherapy 
to children with physical disabili-
ties in Arusha. This is in its early 
stages of development with a 
good number of children who 
come for these services. Imagine 
this is only a drop in an ocean. 

As a way of concluding this 
article, I would like to emphasize 
that; children with disabilities 
must be looked after by every-
one carefully. We all need love and 
affection and a disabled child even 
more and a lifelong. Many children 
remain at home unattended to, 
we pray that one day they will 
get the dignity and love that they 
deserve for the infinite glory of 
God. 

Fr. John Onna, SAC
Provincial Delegate, 

East Africa

The Pallottines find it an indispensable 
role to reach out to them in their 
peripheries, so that they too can 

experience the love and joy of being 
loved by God who sends us to work with 

and among them.
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A Pallottine Project for building a Youth Centre 
in Mbaukwu (Nigeria)

Many questions are trou-
bling people in Germany. 
Besides climate change, 

the question of refugees is one of 
the most urgent. Many would like 
to answer the question by mak-
ing Europe a fortress and shield-
ing. Instead, we Pallottines would 
like to build bridges.

Nigeria is the African country 
with the highest population den-
sity, most immigrants from Africa 
to Europe come from Nigeria. 
What can we do as Pallottines? 
"We are in Africa" is our answer. 
We have been present in Nigeria 
for over tenyears. More than 40 
young men have joined our com-
munity there. Together we are a 
sign for a better future. In Ger-
many, the Pallottines were and 
are known for good youth work. 
Not only religious education, but 
also personal development and 
political awareness characterize 
this work.

The Pallottines are present in 
Mbaukwu in south-eastern Nigeria. 
With the generous support of the 
local king Ikwe Peter, who gave 
us a large piece of land, we would 
like to continue the tradition of 
the youth education houses in 
Nigeria. Surrounded by a univer-

sity, several schools and a state 
volunteer center, a pallottine 
center for the youth of Nigeria 
will be built nextyear. 150 young 
people will have a contact point 
for their questions in life here. In 
addition to the centre with group 
rooms, hall and offices, a chapel, 
a kitchen with dining room, a 
house for the confreres and a 
house for formation will be built. 

In the near future, two con-
freres will begin formation in or-
der to be qualified youth work 
companions. The youth center is 
an important step for our Nigerian-
German cooperation. We hope to help 
young people in Nigeria to answer the 
question that can be heard everywhere: 
"Should I go or should I stay?" Our com-
mitment to young people should create 
a future in Africa!

Fr Markus Hau SAC
Mission Secretary 

Heart of Jesus Province
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The Pallottine Youth Apostolate 
in Perth (Australia)

The body of the 
Catholic Youth 
Apostolate was 

founded in Western 
Australia on 15 March 
2015 as a youth ministry 
concept based in the 
Pallottine parish of Our 
Lady Queen of Apostles 
church in Perth, Western 
Australia. The mission of 
the youth apostolate is 
to build up, confirm and 
bring to maturity the life 
of faith, hope and love 
in the young people of the parish so that, in the 
future, as adults truly committed to their Catholic 
Faith, they will willingly, actively and fruitfully offer 
themselves and their gifts in service of the liturgical 
(liturgia), pastoral (diakonia), apostolic (kerygma), 
community (kiononia) life and mission of the one, 
holy, catholic and apostolic Church. Since 2015, 
the youth apostolate has been led by David Tham, 
based in the parish of Our Lady of Apostles, in the 
suburb of Riverton (Perth). For program enquiries, 
please email: CatholicYouthApostolate@gmail.
com. David Tham has been commissioned by the 
Archbishop of Perth as a Youth Ambassador of the 
Archdiocese.

Clontarf Outreach group meets monthly dur-
ing school term. The group was created through 
collaboration between David Tham (Our Lady 
Queen of Apostles Parish), Vicky Burrows (Direc-
tor of Aboriginal Catholic Ministry) and Salvatore 
Luca (Head of Religious 
Education at Clontarf 
Aboriginal College) in 
Dec 2017. The original 
purpose was to provide a 
stand-in choir during the 
College’s monthly Com-
munity Mass, with David 
Tham supporting as the 
musician. David Tham 
recognised the opportu-
nity to rekindle the Pal-
lottine relationship with 
the Aboriginal community 

through an educational 
institution, and therefore 
encouraged the UAC at 
Our Lady Queen of Apos-
tles Parish to become in-
volved in facilitating the 
development of youth 
exchanges between the 
Aboriginal youth and 
the Parish youth. During 
the 10th year anniversary 
of Australian’s National 

Sorry Day for indigenous 
peoples (2018), Our Lady 
Queen of Apostles Par-

ish was the first parish in the Perth Archdiocese to 
respond and reach out to the Aboriginal students 
boarding at Clontarf Aboriginal College through 
music and fellowship, with Tricia Wisolith repre-
senting the local UAC’s commitment to Aboriginal 
ministry and the faith formation of young people.

The Our Lady Queen of Apostles Youth Coun-
cil meets monthly. The role of the Youth Council 
is to develop fruitful relationships and exchanges 
between the youth and older generations within 
the Parish, Archdiocese, and Australian Pallottine 
community. The Youth Council consists of a group 
of people (between 14 and 70 years old), who are 
committed to leading youth development activi-
ties.

The Youth Council serves as a training ground 
for future parish pastoral leaders. The chairperson’s 
responsibility within Youth Council meetings ro-
tates among the youth-age members. Members 

beyond the traditional 
age of youth provide sup-
port as mentors and advi-
sors because of their life 
experience. Currently, Fr 
Paul Manickathan SAC PP 
and Tricia Wisolith rep-
resent the SAC and UAC 
commitment to support 
the development of the 
youth apostolate.

In 2015, the Youth 
Council was established 

as a parish-based ministry 

Photo 1 - Celebrating the Mass outdoors at 
Clontarf Aboriginal College (17 Mar 2019)

Photo 2 - FAST24 Lent 2019 participants celebrating 
completion of the 24-hour fast (9 Mar 2019)
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under the Perth Archdio-
cese, with no direct in-
volvement from the Pal-
lottine community other 
than the parish priest Fr 
Paul Manickathan SAC PP. 
Collaborations at FAST24 
and the Veritas Youth Fes-
tival in 2016 led to con-
versations and friendship 
with the UAC in Perth that 
in turn encouraged the 
Youth Council members to 
develop an appreciation of 
the charism of St Vincent 
Pallotti (and Pallottines spirituality). For example, 
Youth Council members David Tham and Daniel 
Thomas collaborated with local UAC member Tricia 
Wisolith to present the story of St Vincent Pallotti to 
the Perth Archdiocese at the Veritas Youth Festival 
(23 Apr 2016) in conjunction with the Year of Mercy. 

The work of the Youth Council in Perth has since 
been acknowledged by the UAC, and celebrated 
with a visit by GCC President Donatella Acerbi, and 
the members of the Australian NCC on 27 Oct 2017. 
On 25 May 2018, Youth Council chairperson David 
Tham was appointed by the GCC for a three-year 
term as the Australian representative and member 
of the Sub-committee for Young People within the 
GCC’s Commission for Apostolate and Mission. The 
Sub-committee for Young People also comprises 
Michał Grzeca (Poland, GCC member and sub-com-
mittee chairperson), Julianne Calzonetti (Rome/
USA), and Rosita Cipolla (Italy).

FAST24 is a 24-hour fast and retreat introduced 
by David Tham to Australia in Perth on 12 Feb 2016 
as a parish retreat and Lenten rally. The goal was to 
inspire parishioners to become missionaries, and 
the organisers hoped to 
gradually evolve FAST24 
into a replicable platform 
event for helping par-
ticipants appreciate the 
Catholic Apostolate in 
new ways. The method 
was to engage both older 
and newer generations of 
parishioners in a discov-
ery experience of what 
it means to be part of a 
vibrant Pallotine parish 
community with a mission-
ary focus.

In 2017, the UAC 
(NCC) agreed to sup-
port the development of 
FAST24 in Perth and help 
introduce FAST24 to Mel-
bourne. On 23 Feb 2018, 
Fr Eugene San SAC was 
the first Pallottine priest 
to be named as a keynote 
speaker at FAST24. His 
2018 presentation attract-
ed about 40 people in 

Perth. Fr Ralph Besterwitch 
SAC and Fr Pat Jackson SAC 
introduced FAST24 from 

Perth to their Melbourne parish in April 2019. 
The FAST24 Perth community has since dou-

bled in size with nearly 80 people attending on 8 
Mar 2019 to listen to this year’s keynote presenters, 
Br Sheldon Burke CRS and Julianne Calzonetti re-
spectively, who spoke about their calling, vocation, 
and mission stories. Both presenters were chosen 
by the FAST24 Organisers because they represent 
the aspirations of today’s Catholic youth. Br Shel-
don Burke is a Perth-born seminarian studying for 
the priesthood with the Somascan Fathers, who has 
spent 3 years of formation in Italy. As part of his for-
mation, Br Sheldon has cared for AIDS patients and 
drug-addicts. Julianne Calzonetti is the editor of the 
Pallottine missionary magazine “We Are A Mission”. 
Julianne Calzonetti’s return flight to Perth from 
Rome, was sponsored by the Youth Council and co-
sponsored by the UAC (both the NCC and LCC).

To help the Youth Council and Our Lady Queen 
of Apostles Parish raise funds to recover the costs of 
FAST24, Julianne Calzonetti also visited the Queen 
of Apostles Primary School (accompanied by Tricia 
Wisolith) and Ursula Frayne College (accompanied 

by David Tham) to talk 
and share both her voca-
tion story and firsthand 
experiences of accompa-
nying Rector-General Fr 
Jacob Nampudakam SAC 
on mission trips – thus in-
spiring many young stu-
dents to listen more care-
fully to God’s call to all of 
us, to “Be A Mission”.

David Tham

Photo 3 - UAC President Donatella Acerbi and the NCC members 
visit the Youth Council in Perth (27 Oct 2017)

Photo 5 - Julianne Calzonetti inspiring young students at Queen 
of Apostles Primary School with her testimony about the

 missionary work of the Pallottines around the world (6 Mar 2019)
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Experience of School Camps for Children 
in Rwanda

The apostolic commitment 
of the Province of the Holy 
Family is diversified. In 

Rwanda and in the DRC the Fa-
thers work in 3 shrines, 3 forma-
tion and pilgrimage centres, 1 
printing house and 6 parishes. 
The following division concerns 
youth ministry in the parish-
es served by the Pallottines in 
Rwanda. In particular, we will ex-
amine only one case: the summer 
camp. It must be said that in each 
of the 6 Pallottine parishes each 
year, these activities for children 
and young people are organized 
during summer holidays. 

The school camp is organized 
within the framework of pastoral 
care of young people on holiday, 
creating an environment differ-
ent from the school that offers 
spiritual, social, ecclesial, intellec-
tual, moral and physical forma-
tion. The duration is about two 
months. Its purpose is to ensure 
the well-being and spiritual de-
velopment of young people, es-
pecially during the holidays. It 
is organized primarily with the 
aim of preventing young people 
from wandering the streets with-
out a purpose. The school camp 
is under the direction of a priest 
appointed youth chaplain in col-
laboration with those respon-
sible and the apostolic workers 
present in the territory of each 
parish. Experience has shown 
that the school camp is an in-
tense and important moment in 
the pastoral care of young people 

and children. Each year, it brings 
together more than 1,538 young 
people and children, 127 supervi-
sors and 14 leaders at 11 sites in 
Rwanda alone. The school camp 
is divided in two parts: the Bible 
camp and the school camp. 

The objective of the Bible Camp 
is to teach the young people who par-
ticipate in it the biblical concepts. They 
learn to read the Bible and to un-
derstand what they read from the 
images “drawings biblical scenes 

or stories”; they mimic the stories 
told in the Bible, they deepen the 
figures of the Patriarchs: Abra-
ham and his descendants; they 
discover the peculiarity of some 
vocations and the importance of 
the Word of God in the history of 
salvation; they go beyond the un-
derstanding of the Bible as a book. 
The Bible is the Word of God for 
life in abundance, eternal life.

Second, the school camp is truly 
an opportunity to gather young peo-
ple around human, social, ecclesial and 
evangelical values. First of all, a two-
day mini formation session is or-
ganized for the formators to pre-
pare the theme and the logistics; 
then there is the opening Mass in 
each parish for the young people 

accompanied by the supervisors 
and the parents. Every day the 
young people receive constant 
training. They learn history, gener-
al culture, savoir vivre (good man-
ners of living), languages, English 
and French; they live together in 
peace. They also develop different 
talents such as: music, games and 
dance, crafts and creativity. They 
also have sessions of patriotism 
and faith. They learn to pray and 
eat together.

In all parishes, all benefac-
tors are proud of its very impor-
tant contribution to the integral 
growth of young people. In con-
clusion, it can be said that the 
school camp is a valuable time for 
young people and children. They 
receive in a short time elements 
of life that contribute to their for-
mation and integral growth. They 
are very happy and satisfied. The 
Holy Family Province wishes to 
express its gratitude to all those 
who contribute, especially to the 
Kindermissionwerk organization, 
which provides most of the fund-
ing.

Fr. Jackson Niyonsenga 
Banzubaze SAC

 Each year, it brings together 
more than 1,538 young peo-

ple and children, 127 supervi-
sors and 14 leaders at 11 sites 

in Rwanda alone.
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Caring for the Chidlren 
at Casa Hogar “Juan Pablo II” - Peru

With grateful heart we 
thank God for the gift of 
Very Rev. Fr. Peter Sticco 

through whose instrumentality 
the new mission in Peru has been 
born. We would like to share some 
of our experiences in taking care 
of the children at the Casa Hogar 
called “San Juan Pablo II”. First we 
want to express our thanks to you 
beloved Father for your constant 
prayer, love and care that children 
and we experience in our mission. 

We have 12 children 6 girls 
and 6 boys. From 3 year to 15 years 
children are with us, some are 
abandoned and some are born 
of sexual violence. All children 
enter in the Casa Hogar through 
the Juzgado and Ministerio de 
publico. Before the regional gov-
ernment were helping the Casa 
Hogar but now we thank the Lord 
for the Immaculate Concepcion 
province who are so generously 
helping the Casa Hogar children. 

All children are nearby vil-
lages but no one comes to visit 
them; so sometimes they are sad, 
they wait for the parents or fam-
ily members but no one comes to 
visit them. Sometimes they see 
them in the plaza but they do not 
come to visit them and because 
of this they themselves say really 
we are abandoned, they feel so 
much they share with us and we 
make them to understand.

All children have so much of 
love for Rev. Fr. Peter always they 
ask about him, and when they 
come to know that he is com-
ing they feel so happy. Children 
are very happy when someone 

come to visit them, recently in 
month of February Rev. Fr. Peter 
came with some of the youth 
children were really very happy 
to be with them. On the last day 
one boy shared that even though 
our family members do not wor-
ry about us but we always see in 
Rev. Fr. Peter he always loves and 
cares for us and comes to visit us, 
from him we experience so much 
of fatherly love and care. 

 We assure you Father we will 
do our best to bring happiness in 
the lives of all the children who 
are with us. Please bless us and 
constantly keep us in your valu-
able prayers. Thank you.

Sr Chetna, Peru 

We have 12 children 6 girls 
and 6 boys. From 3 year to 
15 years children are with 
us, some are abandoned 

and some are born of sexual 
violence.
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The Pallottine Missionary Sisters 
and Youth Ministry in India

St. Vincent Pallotti saw 
the world with the gaze 
of Christ, Apostle of the 

Eternal Father, he felt the need to 
rekindle faith and the call to the 
apostolate of all the Baptised. 
Pallotti was zealous in gaining 
souls for Christ and so involved 
in various ministries. And one of 
the ministries is working with the 
youth. Following in his footsteps 
we engaged ourselves in youth 
ministry. 

As the fastest growing econ-
omy today, India is home to a 
fifth of the world's youth. India’s 
young population is its most 
valuable asset and most press-
ing challenge. It provides India 
with a unique demographic ad-
vantage. But this opportunity will 
be lost without proportionate 
investment in human capital de-
velopment. At the same time, the 
world today is more dynamic and 
uncertain than ever before that 
young Indians are ambitious and 
show greater autonomy in their 
career decisions. They acknowl-
edge changing skill requirements 
and are eager to pursue higher 
education, undergo additional 
training and enrol in skill devel-
opment programes. At the same 
time, various factors are blocking 
their ambitions and preventing 
them from adapting effectively to 
the changing times. In India sister 
are involved in youth ministry in 
the following ways.

As catechist, we give faith forma-
tion to youth; this enables them to 
give primacy to God in their lives and to 
counteract materialism and the values 
of the world. It also enables them 
to withstand the pressure of the 
modern age. Strong faith forma-
tion moulds them to become 
spiritual being. Youth are the Pil-
lars of the church. Various pro-
grams and activities help them 
to feel that they are the precious 
part of the church community 
and have an important role to 
play in the church. They become 

God fearing and loyal citizens. It 
instills in them a healthy spiritual, 
mental, and physical balance and 
a deep love for the church. Youth 
are also able to discernment their 
religious vocation, becoming 
consecrated and active ministers 
of the sacraments.

Education is meant not only 
to provide knowledge and infor-
mation, but also to build charac-
ter of human beings. Having a set 
of values and ideals, learners must 
be guided for self-development, 
so that values become a part of 
their character. There is a strong 

feeling that in the present times 
there is a crisis in character forma-
tion. As the contemporary world 
is rapidly demanding greater in-
tercommunication and oneness, 
there is an urgent need for culti-
vating the values of co-operation, 
mutuality and harmony which 
can best be fostered through 
education. The recent disturb-
ing trend of increasing deviant 
behaviors among youth has also 
emphasized the need for educa-
tion that promotes among youth 
the values of discipline, respect, 
self-control and peace. We pro-
vide also counselling in the Col-
leges. Assisting the youth on all 
levels from listening to students 
concern to helping students in 
pursuing their careers and also 
handling adjustment problem 
such as anxiety, stress etc.

 Hostel is a second home for the 
youth in colleges, it is the a facility that 
relives the anxieties of the parents. It is 
like entrusting a pearl in a safe and se-
cure place. It provides a peaceful place 
to get in touch with God, oneself and 
others and the world at large. This en-
vironment provides opportunity 
to learn the Gospel values. And 
live it no matter which religion 
one follows. With the span of 
time spend in the hostel; it cre-
ates a sense of belongingness 
within the group. It gives them 
time for studies and later good 
job and over all a bright future. 
Different celebrations give every-
one opportunities to display their 

Education is meant not only 
to provide knowledge and 

information, but also to build 
character of human beings. 
(...) There is an urgent need 
for cultivating the values of 
co-operation, mutuality and 
harmony which can best be 

fostered through education.
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talents, know different cultures 
exciting in India and abroad. This 
celebration also gives chances to 
work as a team and organize ma-
jor events in the future.

Youth program are organized with 
the intention of helping the young peo-
ple to get more understanding of their 
rights. Programs also on health 

issues and also other awareness 
programs are conducted not only 
for Catholics but also youth from 
other faiths too. They discover 
their own potential and learn to 
stand on their own and feel the 
sense of liberation. Youth are clay 
in our hands to shape and mould 
them and show them direction 

is our prime purpose may our 
founder continue to inspire us to 
burn the fire of love in the youth 
of today and the generations yet 
to come.

Sr. Sinha Pereira, SAC

Revive faith and rekindle charity
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Youth Ministry in Our Lady of Kibeho Region

We, Pallottine Missionary 
Sisters from ‘Our Lady of 
Kibeho’ Region, have set 

in our priorities, the education of 
the youth, knowing that when we 
teach the youth, we are preparing 
a good future for our Society and 
for the Church in particular. That 
is why, many of our sisters are en-
gaged in different activities with 
the young people. 

Some of our sisters are engaged in 
the Catechesis at the Parishes, where 
they prepare young people for receiving 
the sacraments. In fact, nowadays, in 
many families, they no longer take 
care of the religious and spiritual 
education of their children they 
are more concentrated in their 
in many businesses. We meet so 
many young people who come to 
us saying that they are baptized 
or confirmed, asking for our sup-
port. For this in collaboration with 
the Parish Priests, in many of our 
communities, we have organized 
the Catechesis classes during the 
week-ends. It has been always 
our joy to see how they persevere 
until they receive the sacraments.

We are also engaged in sup-
porting those young people who 
are mostly in need of our close 
support especially the poor, the 
orphans and the vulnerable. In 
collaboration with the Adoption of the 
Heart from Poland, we also support the 
education of the young peo-
ple who come from the poor 
families who cannot afford 
for their school fees. It has 
been always sad when 
we saw many young 
and intelligent people 
dropping from their 
studies just because the 
parents were not able to 
pay for their school fees. 
We also have special 
cases of those who were 
street children due to 
their family problems, 
we integrated them in 
schools and now they 

are already in secondary school. 
For all of them, we organize semi-
nars and recollection days during 
the holidays in terms of teaching 
them moral and spiritual values.

In our St Vincent Pallotti School, we 
have nursery, primary and secondary 
school. The school was set up after 
having realized the dare need to 
provide relevant, quality and ef-
fective education service to the 
Rwandan society in order to con-
struct an excellent institution that 
provides spiritual, intellectual and 
social educational services to the 
children and young people.Apart 
from academics learners are en-
gaged in different co-curriculum 
activities where by learners and 
teachers meet outside classroom 
to show their talents, refresh their 
minds and share ideas in form of 
debates and clubs. Extra-curric-
ular activities are grouped into 

three groups; entertainments, 
culture and Christianity knowl-
edge based. The school has different 
clubs where by different learners from 
different levels that is primary and sec-
ondary join clubs of their own choice. 
They regularly meet for sharing 
and learning monitored by a sis-
ter or another teacher. Among 
them, we have:Environmental 
club, Never again (genocide), An-
ti-AIDS club, Writers’ and debaters 
club.

The school organizes also 
some cultural activities. In dis-
covering their talents,they are 
trained in various fields of culture 
and traditional as they try to sing 
and dance traditionally. By teach-
ing religion, the school tries its 
level best to raise learners, teach-
ers and supporting staff with 
spiritual values like being faith-
ful, patient, love for one another, 
forgiving and so on. This is done 
through morning and afternoon 
prayers which are conducted eve-
ry day at school. Beside the morn-
ing and afternoon prayers, they 
are also given religion classes. 
This has brought lots of discipline 
and strengthened their faith. 
Looking to our society today, we 
realize that we need people who 
are active and hardworking who 
must take up a lot responsibilities 
and future leaders. Therefore we 

train our young people 
to be involved in differ-
ent physical in order to 
develop a positive at-
titude for self-reliance. 
We hope that together, 
we will give our contri-
bution in the growth 
of the youth to prepare 
them for a bright future. 
Thank you!

Sr. Angeline 
Kambugu SAC

Looking to our society today, 
we realize that we need 

people who are active and 
hardworking who must take 
up a lot responsibilities and 
future leaders. Therefore we 
train our young people to be 
involved in different physical 
in order to develop a positive 

attitude for self-reliance.
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS FRANCIS 
FOR WORLD MISSION DAY 2019

Baptized and Sent: The Church of Christ on Mission in the World

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

For the month of October 2019, I have asked that the whole Church revive her missionary awareness and 
commitment as we commemorate the centenary of the Apostolic Letter Maximum Illud of Pope Benedict 
XV (30 November 1919). Its farsighted and prophetic vision of the apostolate has made me realize once again 
the importance of renewing the Church’s missionary commitment and giving fresh evangelical impulse to her 
work of preaching and bringing to the world the salvation of Jesus Christ, who died and rose again.

The title of the present Message is the same as that of October’s Missionary Month: Baptized and Sent: The 
Church of Christ on Mission in the World. Celebrating this month will help us first to rediscover the missionary 
dimension of our faith in Jesus Christ, a faith graciously bestowed on us in baptism. Our filial relationship 
with God is not something simply private, but always in relation to the Church. Through our communion 
with God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we, together with so many of our other brothers and sisters, are born to 
new life. This divine life is not a product for sale – we do not practise proselytism – but a treasure to be given, 
communicated and proclaimed: that is the meaning of mission. We received this gift freely and we share it 
freely (cf. Mt 10:8), without excluding anyone. God wills that all people be saved by coming to know the truth 
and experiencing his mercy through the ministry of the Church, the universal sacrament of salvation (cf. 1 
Tim 2:4; Lumen Gentium, 48).

The Church is on mission in the world. Faith in Jesus Christ enables us to see all things in their proper 
perspective, as we view the world with God’s own eyes and heart. Hope opens us up to the eternal horizons 
of the divine life that we share. Charity, of which we have a foretaste in the sacraments and in fraternal love, 
impels us to go forth to the ends of the earth (cf. Mic 5:4; Mt 28:19; Acts 1:8; Rom 10:18). A Church that 
presses forward to the farthest frontiers requires a constant and ongoing missionary conversion. How many 
saints, how many men and women of faith, witness to the fact that this unlimited openness, this going forth 
in mercy, is indeed possible and realistic, for it is driven by love and its deepest meaning as gift, sacrifice and 
gratuitousness (cf. 2 Cor 5:14-21)! The man who preaches God must be a man of God (cf. Maximum Illud).

This missionary mandate touches us personally: I am a mission, always; you are a mission, always; every 
baptized man and woman is a mission. People in love never stand still: they are drawn out of themselves; 
they are attracted and attract others in turn; they give themselves to others and build relationships that are 
life-giving. As far as God’s love is concerned, no one is useless or insignificant. Each of us is a mission to the 
world, for each of us is the fruit of God’s love. Even if parents can betray their love by lies, hatred and infidelity, 
God never takes back his gift of life. From eternity he has destined each of his children to share in his divine 
and eternal life (cf. Eph 1:3-6).

This life is bestowed on us in baptism, which grants us the gift of faith in Jesus Christ, the conqueror of sin 
and death. Baptism gives us rebirth in God’s own image and likeness, and makes us members of the Body of 
Christ, which is the Church. In this sense, baptism is truly necessary for salvation for it ensures that we are 
always and everywhere sons and daughters in the house of the Father, and never orphans, strangers or slaves. 
What in the Christian is a sacramental reality – whose fulfillment is found in the Eucharist – remains the 
vocation and destiny of every man and woman in search of conversion and salvation. For baptism fulfils the 
promise of the gift of God that makes everyone a son or daughter in the Son. We are children of our natural 
parents, but in baptism we receive the origin of all fatherhood and true motherhood: no one can have God for 
a Father who does not have the Church for a mother (cf. Saint Cyprian, De Cath. Eccl., 6).



Pallottine Missionary Magazine

22 Faith and Charity - 4/2019

Our mission, then, is rooted in the fatherhood of God and the motherhood of the Church. The mandate given 
by the Risen Jesus at Easter is inherent in Baptism: as the Father has sent me, so I send you, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, for the reconciliation of the world (cf. Jn 20:19-23; Mt 28:16-20). This mission is part of our identity as 
Christians; it makes us responsible for enabling all men and women to realize their vocation to be adoptive 
children of the Father, to recognize their personal dignity and to appreciate the intrinsic worth of every human 
life, from conception until natural death. Today’s rampant secularism, when it becomes an aggressive cultural 
rejection of God’s active fatherhood in our history, is an obstacle to authentic human fraternity, which finds 
expression in reciprocal respect for the life of each person. Without the God of Jesus Christ, every difference 
is reduced to a baneful threat, making impossible any real fraternal acceptance and fruitful unity within the 
human race.

The universality of the salvation offered by God in Jesus Christ led Benedict XV to call for an end to all forms of 
nationalism and ethnocentrism, or the merging of the preaching of the Gospel with the economic and military 
interests of the colonial powers. In his Apostolic Letter  Maximum Illud, the Pope noted that the Church’s 
universal mission requires setting aside exclusivist ideas of membership in one’s own country and ethnic 
group. The opening of the culture and the community to the salvific newness of Jesus Christ requires leaving 
behind every kind of undue ethnic and ecclesial introversion. Today too, the Church needs men and women 
who, by virtue of their baptism, respond generously to the call to leave behind home, family, country, language 
and local Church, and to be sent forth to the nations, to a world not yet transformed by the sacraments of 
Jesus Christ and his holy Church. By proclaiming God’s word, bearing witness to the Gospel and celebrating 
the life of the Spirit, they summon to conversion, baptize and offer Christian salvation, with respect for the 
freedom of each person and in dialogue with the cultures and religions of the peoples to whom they are sent. 
The missio ad gentes, which is always necessary for the Church, thus contributes in a fundamental way to the 
process of ongoing conversion in all Christians. Faith in the Easter event of Jesus; the ecclesial mission received 
in baptism; the geographic and cultural detachment from oneself and one’s own home; the need for salvation 
from sin and liberation from personal and social evil: all these demand the mission that reaches to the very 
ends of the earth.

The providential coincidence of this centenary year with the celebration of the Special Synod on the Churches 
in the Amazon allows me to emphaze how the mission entrusted to us by Jesus with the gift of his Spirit is 
also timely and necessary for those lands and their peoples. A renewed Pentecost opens wide the doors of the 
Church, in order that no culture remain closed in on itself and no people cut off from the universal communion 
of the faith. No one ought to remain closed in self-absorption, in the self-referentiality of his or her own ethnic 
and religious affiliation. The Easter event of Jesus breaks through the narrow limits of worlds, religions and 
cultures, calling them to grow in respect for the dignity of men and women, and towards a deeper conversion 
to the truth of the Risen Lord who gives authentic life to all.

Here I am reminded of the words of Pope Benedict XVI at the beginning of the meeting of Latin American 
Bishops at Aparecida, Brazil, in 2007. I would like to repeat these words and make them my own: “Yet what did 
the acceptance of the Christian faith mean for the nations of Latin America and the Caribbean? For them, it 
meant knowing and welcoming Christ, the unknown God whom their ancestors were seeking, without realizing 
it, in their rich religious traditions. Christ is the Saviour for whom they were silently longing. It also meant that 
they received, in the waters of Baptism, the divine life that made them children of God by adoption; moreover, 
they received the Holy Spirit who came to make their cultures fruitful, purifying them and developing the 
numerous seeds that the incarnate Word had planted in them, thereby guiding them along the paths of the 
Gospel… The Word of God, in becoming flesh in Jesus Christ, also became history and culture. The utopia of 
going back to breathe life into the pre-Columbian religions, separating them from Christ and from the universal 
Church, would not be a step forward: indeed, it would be a step back. In reality, it would be a retreat towards 
a stage in history anchored in the past” (Address at the Inaugural Session, 13 May 2007: Insegnamenti  III, 1 
[2007], 855-856).
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We entrust the Church’s mission to Mary our Mother. In union with her Son, from the moment of the Incarnation 
the Blessed Virgin set out on her pilgrim way. She was fully involved in the mission of Jesus, a mission that 
became her own at the foot of the Cross: the mission of cooperating, as Mother of the Church, in bringing new 
sons and daughters of God to birth in the Spirit and in faith.

I would like to conclude with a brief word about the Pontifical Mission Societies, already proposed in Maximum 
Illud as a missionary resource. The Pontifical Mission Societies serve the Church’s universality as a global network 
of support for the Pope in his missionary commitment by prayer, the soul of mission, and charitable offerings 
from Christians throughout the world. Their donations assist the Pope in the evangelization efforts of particular 
Churches (the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith), in the formation of local clergy (the Pontifical 
Society of Saint Peter the Apostle), in raising missionary awareness in children (Pontifical Society of Missionary 
Childhood) and in encouraging the missionary dimension of Christian faith (Pontifical Missionary Union). In 
renewing my support for these Societies, I trust that the extraordinary Missionary Month of October 2019 will 
contribute to the renewal of their missionary service to my ministry.

To men and women missionaries, and to all those who, by virtue of their baptism, share in any way in the 
mission of the Church, I send my heartfelt blessing.

From the Vatican, 9 June 2019, Solemnity of Pentecost

FRANCIS
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From Saint Vincent Pallotti: 
“You who are young, you have to do well the actions you would like to 
have done in your old age” (OOCC X, 52-53). 

From the Synod on Young People (October 2018): 
“The young are constantly called to make decisions that give direction 
to their lives; they want to be heard, acknowledged and accompanied. 
Many find that their voice is not considered worthwhile or helpful in 
social and ecclesial circles. In various situations, little attention is paid 
to their cry, especially that of the poor and exploited, and there is a 
lack of adults prepared or willing to listen to them” (Synod on Young 
People, Final Document, n.7).

From the Exhortation Christus vivit: 
“In this outreach, we need to use above all the language of closeness, 
the language of generous, relational and existential love that touches 
the heart, impacts life, and awakens hope and desires. Young people 
need to be approached with the grammar of love, not by being 
preached at. The language that young people understand is spoken 
by those who radiate life, by those who are there for them and with 
them” (Pope Francis, Christus vivit, n. 211)
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